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L Deir el Bahari Photograph Captions 


Heir cf U.il:;ii Cover I, Early morning before Lhc visitors arrive, the (irslund second security 
gates, with the First and Second Ramps. Lower. Middle and Upper Colonnades. Hailior Shrine 
{left) and Anubis Shrine {right) and the back wall against the cliffs before it begins to change 
its colors. 

Heir el ftahari Cover 2, From ihg Bird's Bye view, the Firsl Court »nij Second Court, Ficgi 
Ramp and Second Ramp. Lower. Middle and Upper Colonnades and Upper Court with 
the retaining wall against the irHiimtaii] (iicc. The Temple uf \1euLuln Hep II of the Bievuiitli 
Dynasty is further on, in its ruined stale by comparison. 

Deir cl Bahar I. Beyond the First Security Gale, visitors coming and going, with the essential 
features of the Temple very visible. 

De i r cl Bahar i 2. One of the few i mages oft lie Queen to esen pc the defacement of lie r cncni ies. 
Wearing the White Crown, necklace and bean! SUld kilt with tipnm and uniei, she offers five 
objects. Above, hcT name has been erased from the cartouches. 

Deir d Bahar' 3. From the mountain, view of the First and Second Court with First and 
Second Ramps. Clearly, the Second Security Checkpoint stands before the barrier to the Fust 
Court. Columns and pillars oflht Chapel of Halhor are visible below. This shell replaces the 
old structure there. 

Deir cl Bahari 1 View from the mountain. Hatlior Shrine {righi). Colonnade of llie Upper 
Court. Second Ramp and Northern Colonnade. 

Deir el Bahari 5. View of the Amphitheater from the Mountain. First and Second Ramp, 
Second Court, Middle and Upper Colonnade or Terrace, and Upper Com i with the Colonnade 
surrounding the Sanctuary against the mountain face. Flic Ramp and ruins of Mcnt li hotep’s 
Temple in in the rear. Clearly, [he Queen built a larger Temple than her aiseester arid this may 
ha vc contri bu ted 1 o some of her prose r at ion s. 

Deir el Bahari b, View from the Mountain, Broken columns of the Colonnade of the Upper 
Court. Second Ramp and ruins of Montultolep’s Temple to die right. 

Deir el Bahari 7 View from the mountain. Most buses terminate further cast at thal rest house. 
Thu gases from motorized vehicles have been damaging the immuments. 

Deir el Bahari H. View Jrinn the mountain. This is an older plidlugniph will] the ancient rest 
house and buses coming dangerously doss to the Temple. 

Dei r d Baha ri ‘>. C loser ^ iew of i he Tern pk com i ng down the mou n i n i n, Roof o f the a neienl 
rest house, wall of the First Court, First and Second Ramps. Lower, Middle and Upper 
Colonnades with the statues OKI the I Ipper Terrace more visible. 
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Deir l.'] Bahari 10. Conning tkiwci ihc nuranljin. Another view wilh Lhu rest house more vLsiHIcX 
The principal parts of the Icmplc. 

Dei" d Bahari 11, On llic ground, with ihe old shctl to the right and dose up of the major 
features, of the Temple. 

□sir cl Bn liar i 12. Another dose view of the Temple from on die ground. 

Dei" c] Baluri LA Jn front of the Temple, one of the tree trunks brought from I s mm 

Dei" el Baluri 14. The other tree bnonghl from Punt and planted in from of ihc IcinpLc. 

Deir el Bahari IT I'hc author and photographer stands in flic Second Court, before the Second 
Ramp leading to the Upper Colonnade and Terrace wit lithe standing h( aiues. Through the 
opening lies the Upper Court ihm houses its colonnade and the Sanctuary, 

Deir el Buhriri 16. Pi Tars of I he Middle Colonnade. 

Deir el R.iL.iri 17, Larly picture (if northern half of Lower Colonnade anti pre- 
rccoRstruct-.on. 

Deir cl Bahari is. Looking out from the Temple beyond the First Court and first and second 
Security Stations and die parking site* ibr buses. 

Deir el Baliari 19. Illustrated pillars, with a back wall on Hie Middle Colonnade. 

Deir cl Baliari 20. More illustrated pillars in I wo rows in the Middle Colon nude. 

Deir el Bahari 21. Second Security posl before the First Court* and First Ramp with Lower. 
Middle mid Upper f’(ilotuiad.es visible. 

Deir el Bahari 22. Ramp to the Middle Colonnade and Second Court shows round columns 
fronted by square pi liars on ihe souih side of the Lower Colonnade. The same appears on ihe 
north side, though these are badly destroyed. 

Deir el Baliari 23. Sufcti Bu! title above Radesignation in cartouche. 

Dev cl Baliari 24, Part o fStttett But lltlc of liitlmi-osc III. Men Kheppcr Ra, 

Deir el Baiun 25, Square pillar at the Rnlhor Shrine depicting hawk wear ng (he Double 
Crown with Disk and swinging nraeus holding mi Ur over head and uracus below. 

Dei r el Bahai 1 26. .1 usl before«he First Ramp, sq Liar e ml lars front mu nd col u inns of l he souther n 
half of the Lower Colonnade with, fte Second Rump and Middle and Upper Colonnades 
visible, 

Deir el Bahari 27. Northern half of the Middle Colonnade showing front and rear use of 
pillars. 
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Ddr d Bsitiati HR. Northern half of the Middle Colimuude showing ihc Tear row of pJIars 
again si the back wall. 

Ddr d Bahari 29, View of the heads of two stand ing Osir de Figures of the Queen on the 
Upper Colonnade or Upper Terraco. 1 lore, pillars t'rcmr Proto-Doric columns. 

Dei r el Ba ha? 1 30. □ use up of an end Os i r ide Figure of the Q uecn weai nj> the W h ite Crow n. 
with beard and hol.lug whip aOtl flail. 

Dcir el [Julian II, lihiilmr HM figure wearing fernale face, cow's ears mid with cascading 
braids of hair. 

Deird Bahwri 32. Hathor head columns in the Hathor Shrine. Here two utuc reside in shrine 
above the Goddess’ head. 

Deir el Bahaii J3. Visitors adnure pi liar and column in the Hattior Shrine. Some columns are 
smooth though decorated ami others PTt Proto-Doric wills sixleeti sides. 

Deir el Baluiri 34, Proto-Doric and round columns ill the EI athor Shrine. 

Deir el Balum 35. Look inu. out at the two kinds of columns and the square pi]Lais of the 
Hal bur Shrine. 

Deir el Rsihari 34$, Balloon over ihe columns of the Hsihor Shrine. 

Deir cl Bahari .37, ColulIMls of ih& H athor SlltltH showing res Hunt inn. 

Deir d Bohan 3H. Defaced figures, probably Gods who could huvxr been defaced during the 
A mama heresy. 

Deir d Bahari 3d. Defaced figure of ihe Queen found in the Upper Court 

Ddr el Bahari 40, The Queen, in Blue or War Crown, makes a Presentation ofeeniriie heart, 
probably, to deities of the Temple. 

Dcir cl Bn liar i 4-1. Another defaced figure of the Queen, tvcii the Maat Ka Ra cartouches 
have been violated. 

Deir el Bahari 42. Still another figure ofthc Queen that lias suffered some form of damage. 

Deir el Bahan43. Beside the 1 lathor Shrine, boats and individuals create an air of exeilement. 
arc* iety and gniciy. 

Deir el Bahari 44. Close up Of one of the boats wilh restoration visible. 

Deir cl Bahari 45. Measuring the Gum of Punt before being given as gil ts to the Rgyplianfi- 

Deir cl Bahari 46. A t [alitor Cow ou the southern wall of I killna Shrine. Great praises have 
been heaped on these figures, for their originality and realism. 
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Dcir cl Biihari 47. Another Tljw dl" Deir el Baburi'' being fed by ihc hand nf u defaced 
individual. 

Dei’ cl Bahad 4K, Broken Caricnichc with names partly desircyed, 

Dcir el Ba ha r 49, R ight ha I f of i he Lower Colonnade, A It hough it‘s agreed i he Lower Colonnade 
comprised square pillars on the outside and round columns oil the inside. Unfortunately, all 
of lhe round columns on this lml f of the Urwrr C olonrtudc haw been broken. 

Deir el Raliari 50. Visitors guther to examine the eve [Us described iu Hie Birth Colonnade ini 
the Middle Colonnade. 

Dcir el Behari 51, Shrine of Anubin. Columns with lintel or base. Proto-Doric putiem and 
without capita]. 

Deir cl Baltari 52. Shrine of Anubis. Raised relief tig tire of the Cod of die Dead 

Dcir d Bahtin 53. Shrine of Anubis. The God of the Dead enthroned before a sumptuous 
Table of Oi ler iugs- 

Deir el Bahari 54. Shrine of Anubis. Sanctuary of i lie Shrine of the God of the Dead, with 
surpri>mgly good color. In the rear, two figures shmd before A must, 

Deis el Behari 55, Shrine of Anubis, Amun cnihmnet!, before a ^tiiUptuOuS Table of 
Oftci ings.. 

Dcir cl Bahar: 50. Shrine of Anubis. Another view of Amun enthroned before a sumptuous 
Table of Oiler i rigs. 

Deir cl Bahari 57. Tuth loose III. Men Khepper Ra makes a Presentation of iwo jura to Sokar. 
a god of ihc dead, 

Deir el Rahuli 58. Close up of the northern hull of ihe Lower Colonnade wilh pillars lo the 
front and destroyed columns in the rear. 

Dcir el Bahari 59. View of the Middle Colonnade with Pillars n front and rear, It s ihc Lower 
Colonnade that contains. pLHara to the from and smooth columns to the near, and the Upper 
Colonnade thnt coni ai ns pillars in she front and Proto-Doric pillars in Ihc rear. 

Deir d Bahari 60. The Shrine of Anubis wilh Pry to-Doric columns in front itrd rear. Off to 
the right first columns of the Northern Colonnade. 

Deir cl Bahar 61. A better \ icw of the cohimns of the Shr ne of Anubis and, some believe, 
the unfinished Northern Colonnade with lis 15 columns. 

Deir el Qaliari 62. Close up of the Noi'tliern Colonnade. Nolice the dun lintel or base. Proto- 
Dyric shaft, missing capiial, abacus, and unfinished architrave and cornice. 
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Heir d Buhari 6.1 Fivenls tsn (he northern Middle or Birlh Colonnade. Divinity pou r* 1 i but iotl 
over the now defaced figure of Hatshepsut with Tuthmosc III look, ng on. In the right frame, 
Ra ] lorakbty looks at she erased figure of the Queen. 

Den el Balian 64. A better dose up look at divi nicy pouring libation over tine erased figure 
of 5he Queen while Tuthmosc 11L who Hlimd behind her kn>ks unscathed. 

Deir d RaharL 65. A more purusramie view of Lhe starry ceiling, uraei with disks, the libation 
scene and head of Amun on a column. 

Dei r el Bahari 66. More of the same scene n lhe li rth Colonnade. 

Deir d Bnliari 67. Divinities handing over lhe two Kiss of the baby Halshcpsul to more 
divinities and to die right, Thoib hands the young Queen over to Annin. Much deface meat 
is visible. 

Deir d Rah nr i 68. Slurry ceiling, uraei wilh disks, disks wilk wings and urad, defaced 
cartouches mid top of a Proto- Doric column. 

Deir cl Bahan 6‘1 Figure of Halshcpsul wiih face disfigured as she stands he tore deleted 
I [athfor, near her Slirmc. 

Den: d Balian 70. Starry ceiling uraei with disks. Tabic ofOtYennjis. flying hawk with talons 
grasping a ring, uli in surprisingly good color. 

Deir d Raluiri 7|. Look ingout from the I lather Shrine, square pillars and round, columns. 

Deir el Baiun 72. The apex of Queen llatsliepsuts standing Obelisk at Karri-uk Temple, 
across 1 he river 

Deir d Ruhari H Tmhmose NT, Men Khopper Rn, wearing the Red Crown, embraced by 
two divinities and to the light, Halshepsul enthroned. 

Deir cl Bahari 74. Figure in White Crown, embraced by (wo divinities and the defaced 
cartouche indicates ils HiilsiiepsuL To Hie riglu, lhe enthroned and defaced figure must be 
Hainhepsul. 

Deir el Ruhnri 75. Visitors take photograph* in the Second Court before the Second Ramp 
loading to Ore Up|>er Terrace and- its Upper Colonnade with standing colossal Osiridc Figaros. 
Thu open rug leads lo the Upper Court, 

Deir el Raluri 76. Pdlish Egyptian Archaeological arid Coriser valro» Mission of the Deir el 
Bah an Temple. 

Deir cl Bahari 77. The Author in the Second Court and some of the many visitors lo the 
Temple. 

Deir ed Bohan 7H, Lower. M iddle and Upper Colonnades. 
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Dcir ul n^huri 79. Visitor takes a breather near colossal Oh iride riguresof the Queen while 
ft security guaTd. with rifle, sits lo the iwir. 

Dei’ cl Bnliari HO, Close up of one of theGsiride Figures of the Queen. 

Dcirel Bah»ri 81. .More close ups ofihe Qsiride Figures. Shadow of the author and photographer 
is in the foreground. 

Dcir d Bnlitm H2. Broken statues showing their feel section but also where they were 
jHHitHBWd on the Upper Terrace heliire the Upper Colonnade. 

Deir el Bafuiri H.1. Evidence of how die statues were arranged before the Colonnade. 

Dei: el Baliari H 4 . Head ad the Queen as Lt appealed on one or'the sLalues. 

Dei: e] Baluwi H5. Another head of the Queen, wearing the Double Crown.. 

Deir cl Bahai 86. View from the Upper Terrace, ruins of the 11"' Dynasty Temple of 
IVfunluhoUrp II. 

Deir d FSahari 87. Visitor takes photo of the t:. .ard -ti-ri the Upper Terrace. 

Deir el Babari 88. Close up of the bust of a remaining Osiride Figure of she Queen on the 
Upper Terrace before ibe Lipper Colonnade. 

Deir d Bnhari 89 , More heads, broken h lames and ® visilor ftik ing :i bresuher, 

Deir el Rahari 90. Upper portions of three remaining Osiride Figures with pillar up from and 
E’noto-Doric column in the rear on the Upper Terrace and Upper Colonnade. 

Dcir cl Baha'i 91. Close up of three of the Osiride Figures wearing the Double Crown. 

Dcir cl bahari 92. Entrance into 1 lie Upper Court with its Peristyle Colonnade as visitors mill 
around in the heart oft he Temple. 

Dcir el Bahari 93. Upper Court from the East. Double row of coin inns. Portico lo Sanctuary. 
Niches,‘Northern und Western walls. 

Deir el Buhitri 94. Mr. Jack twin strolls in the Upper CourL during his explorations, as other 
visitors in II around, 

Dcir d Bahari 95 , From ihc north cast corner, v icw of v si tors before the Portico entrancing 
the Sanctuary. Large and. small statues fitted into tho.se niches. 

Deir d Bahari 96. From the southeast in the Upper Court, dew of bases of broken Proto- 
Doric columns of the Peristyle Colonnade. Visitors are admiring thy: Portico to the Sanctuary 
against the retaining wall of the mountain. 
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Deir d Bahari 97, Close up of the entranct to lhe Sanctuary with good remaining color im 
the hard slonc. 

Dc ir cl Bahn r- OK. Croat e jo i 11 i ng of 1 he s wo faces of 1 h c Sanctua ry entra ncc, wit h I he Queen 
wearing tin? Wlure Crown to the left and Hie Red Grown to the right. 

Deir d EJaliari 99. A belter view of die portico to the sanctuary and the niches. Notice the 
Fire EJttirtguifiher. 

Deird Raliari 100. Close up olthc ilidies with (he Values holding arikiis. 

Dei r el Dalsa i i 10 L. t ’lose up of the engaged colurrtn$of t lie Pori ico etiLranei n e. the Sana uary 
or Holly of Holies. 

Deir el Rahjiri 102. Ariel her look ::l I he Temple from the rnotiniain and ihc surrounding, 
terrain, in and beyond the ampin theater. 

Dcir d Bahan 103. Close tip of the Second Ramp, Middle and Upper Colonnades and the 
Upper Caurt with its PCrisivk* oftwo rows-of enl uuins before the llypontyle Hull. Rcytmd is 
a better view of Mcntuh prep's Temple. 

Deir el Rattan 104, Close tip of the Second Ramp, Middle and Upper Colonnades. Upper 
Terrace with is Osiride Statues and Upper Court with its Peristyle Colonnade. 

Dcir el Bahan 105. The I nc down the center of the second Ramp is clearly visible in this 
photo oflhc upper reaches ■.■I Lhe Temple, 

Dcir d Baluiri 106. Still closer view of the Upper Colonnade arid the visitors, 

Deir el Balsa if 107. The Upper Terrace lias 1 statue Ibi eaeli of the 22 pill am and 4 abutting 
I he cm ranee for u tola I of 26 si times in i he glory dsays of 1 he Temple. 

Deir cl Ftahari I OH. Close up of I he visitors in the Upper Court anti before the Portico fronting 
the entrance lo the Holy of Holies. 

Dcir d Bohan 109. The two Ramps and the Colonnades in this view from the mountain. 
Deir cl Bnhari 110, A much better view of Mcntuhotcp's Temple from the mountain. 

Deir d Bnhari 111. Decwmions at ihe Temple- 
Deir el FSnhari 112, More decorations at ihe Temple. 

Deir d Rsihari M3. Slill more deeoraliuos at she Temple 

Ddr cl Ruhari 134. People leaving as mother comes fo Lhe Temple of Deif d Bnhari. 
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Illlstratioxs: 

IllustiaLioti I. Queen Halsliepsi.it in nmlc costume. 

Illustration 2 . Pltologrupli < 11 " tin. - Temple's Reconstruction. (RcsSaralinn 

r Vi ms a design fry M. Brin le-.) 

Illustration 3. Bust of Queen ] teishejisut billing headdress and beard. 

lllustmt ion 4. Profile Portrait and Royal Ovals of Queen Haldiqfcut. From die pyramid ion 
of her fallen obelisk ul Karnak. She wears the AV/wr'.vfr, or war-hclmct worn by the Pharaohs 
in battle. with the golden ' L uracu&," or so-called ''basilisk;' oil the brow. 

Illustration 5, l-irst ship of out squadron bound for Punt. {Prom Maricttc’s Dcir c-i Buhari. 
Plate 12.) 

Illustration ft. View of a village in Punt. (From Ma; iette’s Deir cl-Bahari. plate 5.) The 
hill 1 ; of the natives are built on piles and approached bv ladders,, and according lo Dnmichcn, 
closely resemble the Ttntuk of the modern Soudanese. The trees tire two dale palms in fruit, 
and three my rili-trces (i kIk iri Ibrous sycuirnsre). the foliage of llic latter b>L*im>. indicated by ft 
line bounding the tops of the branches. The bird flying to lefi is identified with the Cinnyris 
metal! Lea. a native of the Somali country, having iwo long tail-feathers, of which only one lias 
been given by ihe ancient FgypLiart art ini.. 

ftlust ration 7 . The Royal Fnvciy, attended by ||is bodyguards who display the gifts sent by 
Halasu Id the Prince of Punt. 

Illustration X. Procession of the Prince of Punt, accompnitiod by his wife, family, and 
followers. (From Mai Lorre's Deir-d-Buluiri, plate 5.) 

Illustration 9. Men carrying saplings of the "Aiu-sycunioro" in baskets, from the shore to the 
ships. (From Muriel ie L s Ot>ir-ei-Batmd. plaic 5.) 

Illustration 10 , Ci ills presented Lit (hie Royal Envoy by the Prince of PuriL (Tram Marietta's 
DewdBuhuri, plate 1) 

1 1 lustrat ion 11. Ships of i lie Fgypt i an Squad ron be i ng laden withl he products of Pu lit. (From 
Dvir-ei-Bahuri. plate 6.) 


Illustration 12. Tributaries of Punt walking, in the Procession to (he Temple of Amen. (From 
Ma riel te s Dejf-cl- Dab :»r i.) 

Illustration 13, Procession of the Queen. Her Majesty's fun-heure rs, quiver-bearers, and 
grooms w ith httnt i •ig Icopti rds, t From M arlct te’s Dcir-d-Batuwi. ) 

Illustration 14. Her Majesty'stbraK-chair carried by twelve bearers (From Marietta's Deir-’ 
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fftRxhcpxitt i Temple at Oeir el Ruthin 

11 ]uSE larioal 15. Ceremony supposed td 1 pl-uue in The Temple of Amen itt Kurriuk. (From 
Marlene's Dei)' <:? Batorj\ plait II.) 

Illustration l<>, The Queen receiving her Troops, 

IlkusEratioTi 17. Measuring (he precious gum, (From Mnrietles Deir-el-Baharr.) 

Ellusrrjttion IN, Heralding The approach ■ of the Queen, 
i llustnttimi 6 1 -). Throne Chair of Queen Hatasu. 

[llusEniEhm 20. LilEle Cabinet of Halasu. 



lltwtrtfrion I, Queen ffatstopsut in male costume, 
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2. Senmut’s Praise Or Queen Hatshepsut 

A Poem 

By Frederick Monderson 

Daughter i>t Aitusn-Rii, 1 lutshcpsut, Misal-Ka-Ru, lk*r Majesty. Living Ibrever. Q..eer t»f 
Egypt. Land under your Dominion. From ihc First Occurrence. Anton Lord of Thebes 
prophesied your birth and promised you great power, Royal Dignity. The Great God decreed 
you exercise kingship. ConseeraLed to the Gods mid purilieu wilh Water, in an epoch of 
ancient African glory, you challenged male supremacy lo rule a kingdom and preside over 
a period <d prosperity, art and architectural ltiajesly, willi Life, Stability and Health. Your 
accomplish meins teslify to boldness, God-likc appearance, beauty and Black assertiveness. 
Given Li :e like Ra, Forever. Groat in Oblaiion.n, 0. Majesty of your Father, the Maker of human 
beings. Maker of Truth, he bless you with the throne of Fgypt:Kernel. 

Beloved. Khnemct-At™m Hatshepsut, with 12 Kas, you are nwit beautiful than anything. 
Boast Ful of k iush ip w i th Black- skinned Goddess 'Nefertar. your rei git umfolded i It rotig h divine 
inspiration and guidance. Made Wise by Anion’s Excellent Spirit. Mistress of Offering, 
charm, beauty and intellectual during symbolizes your iniegriiy. and political usiuteness, 
Floras Forever. 0 Daughter, mother, lover, builder, innovator, administrator and die nity. 
yon celebrate many jubilees., liw the heuvHIS cover and the earth encircles you. You* father 
is Amen, fair of face. Beneficent Bull of ihc Company of Nine Gods. His names arc many, 
countless, how many cannot be known lor he is wide of stride. His form shine forth at the 
firs? Occasion and as ihc Great Odder, be came inly being ai the First Occasion. 

Mighty in Strength, Obdlifiks and architectural marvels attest your desire to praise African 
gods who advanced your nan on and inspired your people by their sincere blackness and clarity 
i u .1 mlgriiciil. Today your image inspires many HI Lick women Lube the ‘first Queen.’ Glorious 
in Magic, how boastful is your Black ancestral heritage in Aahotcp. Hctcphcrcs. Tclishcri and 
liar lieu las Aahmos-NdtrLar i, later Queen Tiy and Ndfcriai:, gmat king's wile, follow your 
lend. All ihc gods, Amon, Mut, Khouse, Haihor, TlnMb, Khnuin, Anubis. Selkhei, Khescii, 
Atum came to endow you wilh years. Divine Consort, Bh Mq/axty He?se/f your Beauty the 
Spirits of Heliopolis fa sli iimed. Your lather A ithhi is the Lord of AIL, the first to ex ini. He 
came into existence in the beginning and none knew his mysterious nature. He shattered his 
egg himself 
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ffirtibcpFui t Tempt? at iteir el Bahan 
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Deir el Bafturi l. Beyond thu Firnt Security Gate, vtsHetrJt coming ami going, with 
(he ewentml fetttotnes; of the Temple wry vmhfc 


Daughter of Ra, on t h'- Throne of Flectrum, you inspired architects to defy i hound inary and 
erect monuments praising your paternal and spiritual lather?;. These noble eoslmos show Love 
for great Africans, Thuiinose and Amort, man and god. Such thinking reflect die grcaL legacy 
you bestow on progeny who look on your history Co gain strength. similarly meet challenges 
and raise nth able African families. SupporL and inspire Black men. O Black Queen, as they 
chart the waters of new Horizons, into a new Millennium. Beautiful I .ady. your Father, 
President of his palace, is born early every day at dawn to rise in the Eastern Horizon and met 
in the Western Horizon as Lord of Truth. All knees spread at his presence, all cattle frolic 
before his entrance. Prefect seizing his opportunity and none repel him. 

0 Circa! Lady, Pure in Food Offerings, your Lineage is Divine. Anion visited your mother 
who slept lit beauty of her palace. The God’s Fragrance Woke Her, and nt amorous encounter 
he conceived your divine birth. Mekhcnct, goddess of births directed the midwives. She 
extended her amis before his majesty. Freshness in Years, Amon extended the Symbol of 
Life and Khnum Fashioned your Limbs. A brilliant mind envisioned such a concept, later 
to inspire Amerrholep III His temple at I hot and yours at Deir el Bahari, beautifully and 
graphically depict the experience of power manifesting in spirit through divine intervention, 
li> create dynamic* of social, artihlic, phi lOsajph Leal and theological change Furthering man’s 
growth. 

Golden Hants, Favorite of the Two Goddesses, Embraced by Amon, you am Powerful in the 
Two Lunds. Homs Mighty in Ku your divine form flourish ax your lather, more eminent ovei 
nature than any God to whom praise is given in the Great House, it is his soul, men say, which 
is in heaven. His image is not spread out in Books. Ele is too mysterious that his glory should 
be revealed. Too great so that men should ask questions concerning him Too powerful that 
lie should be known. 


n 

https://twitter. com/per medjat 


n 


http://www.facebook. com/groups/per.medjat - http://www.facebook. com/per. medjat 


Frederick 

Bri limit I niiuuliori(if Amon. yuur mortuary temple al Duir el Bahari with chapels ui Anubis 
and Hathor erected by a humble architect Scnmnt. was inspired by love of a prototype and a 
beautiful Black lady. Love Iwdad, incisive use of power and sincerity atid integt uy tn Ma’al, 
echo creation in process, l ife and Satisfaction. t'l Maiden, Beautiful and Blooming, Fresh 
in Years, you celebrate a glorious Past, which comes from Anion to appear on the throne of 
Horns, like Ru. Ytm mirror Lhc efforts of llsc Lord (if GnlcsDusncss who is greatly beloved. 
He comes and sustains mankind, He sets in motion everything thal is made. He works in the 
celestial waters making to be the pleasantness of die Light. Ele is Ra who is worshiped in the 
Apts, 





Dt'ir ei Bahari 2. On# of the /in i images rtf the 0 urea to ■ .vi apt: the defacement nf 
her enemies. Wearing the White Cmwn r necklace and beard and kilt with apron and 
nraei. she offers five objects. Above, her name has been erased firmt the earuinc hes. 

Beautiful Black Pharaoh,, King ol'Uppci and Lower Kernel/Egypt, some see you as the first 
great woman of history. Your efforts portray great courage, wisdom und fortitude. With 
daring you styled yourself Chief Spouse of A men. the MlglUy One. the Lord of Last and West. 
Lhc Good Goddess, the Pious Lady, the Beautiful Falcon in her Risings, while your servants 
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tiatsiwpwt '« Tempi*-' at Avr d' Siafwti 

prcK'luiru Her Majesty ffimwtf- You rule 1 i k.i_' the one ufiminy crowns in tbc house of the Bl'ti- 
hScii sionc. He $ the God An . she Lord oh lie Ninth-day festival. The festival of the Sixth- 
day anti the Tenor Festival arc kepi for him. tic is king. Life, Ileahlt. and Strength to 1 lim* an 
U» yum, Beautiful Maiden. Yoiit faihfir in fair ok knee when he comes from Gorin land. 

Mislress ok'lhS Two I .ands, Divine in Diadems, I he F.lec in j m of K mgs* you Give All ] .ife and 
Satisfaction. All Stability. All Joy of Hears, favorite of the J wo Goddesses* yon advocate 
your Truth. The inspiration Aillcul provided to secure Obelisks aL Karnak mirrors your efforts 
linking Deir el Bailor to Valley of King? by tunnel manifesting theological and metaphysical 
creativity. All white the Heavens Labor lor you respecting the (iieaine^ of the fame ofyour 
Father Amor. He in ft Beauidul GovttWt crmvmed with ihe While Crown, Lord ok Tight, 
Creator of Splcndor. He gives his hand to him 1 hat loves hiin. H is flame destroys his ctiemics. 
I le hears the uiy ok hi in that ts oppressed a.nd gracious fo Sliril thal appeals Ui him. 1 It delivers 
the timid man from the man of violence and regards the poor man. considering his misery, 
all traits you espouse. 

Direct passage from mortuary temple to tomb utilizes a bril iant Old Kingdom concept. 
ArchiLee tural n icct y in prc tpurL ion, 1 inus Iink i tigCciluitins in the shudow .sft Ii I Is with powerful 
reflection at evening time convey the awe. Majesty and Reverence, Intellect. Wisdom and 
|[idden-rw?s.s of the Inexplicable Nature of Anion, worshiped hen?. Everlasting. Anion gave 
you Lands which the Sun Encompass and Established Your Great Name like ihe Heavens, 
that you may be Given Life, Only lie is Anon and Ra and. Piati, together three, father of 
Fathers, and Mother ok Mothers, he is l he Hull for Lhe Four Maidens. The Mighty One of 
mysterious b rth, he created liis ow n beauty. I'hc Divine God who came into being of h i ruse I f H 
ok mysterious forms and gloaming shape, be is lhe wondrous God with many forms. 
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Vrtderkk W/wderzoa 



Deir el Bohan 3. Ftritn the mountain, vtcu- of the First and Second Court wish 
Fir-it and Second Ramps, dearly, the Second Security Checkpoint Stands before the 
harrier to the First Court. Columns and pillars of the Chapel of Ifathor are risible 
Mow. This shed replaces the old structure there. 

0 Revered Amor. Lord of Heaven, Lord of Earth, Lord of the fwo Lands, Looking at your 
Sanctuary in Ip'ti font, with great praise, radiates 1 i lj.IL l In inspirational I'urlittide. Wo beseech 
thee, conti r>ue to inspire Africa's soph and daughters and support I heir effort*; to help humanity. 
All this, in the same manner Maat-K.n-Ka, Hatsbepstit, worshipped you m splendor and in 
true religion., ■with art, joy and feslivily. Heslow lliol divine in spiral ion. wisdom, fortitude arid 
humility that Black men and women will continue your task of saving the children, blessing 
Lhu elders and invigorating our Leaders to prevail in sincerity, fortitude, Lruth and love. 
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ffotxhcpsitf t Temple ot iTeir <•! Bufrari 



Illuxlmtion 2. Photograph of the Temple "v reconstruction. 
(Restoration from a design by M &ntneJ 
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3* Poem To The Temple of Deir el Bahari 


Hy t'ttI DF.RM K Xlo\Dt.RSO\ 


EXur-el-Hahuri, you are I TliL slii_-psnt’s monument tci her father. ihe good God, Arrlon Lord of 
Heaven Queen Makcre, the ever living, a brilliant emanation of Anion-Ra ruled the Black 
ate Red Land. One who had no enemy in any land, she boasted "my fame is among (he sand- 
dwellers, my boundary extends from Punt to Asia and the Asiatics are in my grasp.' She ruled 
like (lie Son of Isis and strong like tlie Son of Nut. so her temple shall be unto eternity like 
an imperishable slur. He, father Ra himself is united with his body and he is ihe great one 
who is in Heliopolis, the begetter of the Primordial Gods One falls down dead on the spot 
Ebr terror if his mysterious unknowable name is pronounced. No god can address him by it. 
he with ihe soul, whose name is hidden, for that he is a mystery. 

A mem. Lord of i he Two Lands established her name on she hhed Tree in life, stability. and 
satisiacttoii. Makere, living forever, female Horns, Shining in fhebes. is Beloved of Anton, 
Lord of Diadems. IloasLiug. ‘my falter Amon favors oil 1 and my nostrils are filled with 
satisfying life 1 , she is truthful in sight ofher father Fresh in years, beautiful to look upon, 
with fidelity of heart, Hatsliepsut is Am on’s Daughter of Truth who glorifies him. Divine of 
Diadems who abounds in deeds anti Favorite of the Two Goddesses, she boasted, ihe Royal 
Lord ’Ra, (lie cJeetmm of Kings, loves tme v . Beloved, she built him a temple called Tchesert 
Tchexeru.. ’Most Splendid', because the gods fawn at his (cat when they know ins majesty 
their lord, All gods make the boast in him. in order to magnify themselves with Itis beauty, 
far his is so divine. 



Itlwiinaimn 3. Bust of Queen Hutxhep.sut wearing headdress and heard. 
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ffntxhcpmtf f li'mpte &t Deir el Bahari 

An inscription depicts Sertniul, the Steward fif Aitidil. architect amt cDirikhnt ufyOlir Queen, 
giving praise to Hathor for the sake of life, prosperity and health of Makers. Monuments 
abound justifying Haishepsufs right to rule. Praising A in on, maker of all beings. Lord of 
ihe Terrestrial Thrones, Senmul erected two obelisks ui Karnak, whose rays flood (he two 
lands and llie Sun rises between them as lie dawns in the Horizon of Heaven, This master of 
Mankind. King, Lord of All Gods, ereaie-d the fruit trees,. made the green herbs and sustains 
the entile as he traverses (he firmamcnl in Peace, King of Upper and Lower Lgypt, 

An Avenue of Sphinxes ilien Causeway led from ihe Nile into your august temple oriented 
southeast by northwest. Imitating Mentuhotep’s earlier .structure, Ffeir el-Bahari you are 
huili in three terraces when one-story structures were ihe norm. Trees and lions greet the 
v isitor at your precinct entrance pylon, where flag&taffs flew the colons. Pillars alternate with 
columns in your l"irsi Court. and the centra! ramp's South Colonnade. In your Lower Terrace, 
ihe Mythological and Obelisk Colonnades recount significant milestones in I he queen's reign, 
in praase of die god of ihe beginning, Arm of horns and fair of face, who is crowned m the 
House of Fire. 



Lk'ir el Bui hurt 4 View from the mountain. Hathor Shrine fright}. Colonnade of the 
Upper Ctrurt, Second Rarrip utid Northern Ctiiosmitdc. 


Majestic and alternating eleven columns and pillars eji eaeli arrangement are symbolic of 
H al hot. Goddess of the West. Wh i le the Ni srth Cokm nude speak s of i li mg:-. M y t hojogiCal. the 
South portrays the inspiration and acquisition of Obelisks at Aswan, set up for 1 lie Supreme 
Majesty ofthe Land, Lord of Adoration, Amonof ttamak. Thu Lordof Life is fearful, terrible, 
great of will and mighty in appearance, He abounds in victuals, creates substance and abides 
in alt citings for he is unique in his nature, this goodly Hull ofthe Nine Gods. 
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f 'reik'f kk i 

Thu second issLcnl of the Central Ramp spills yCRJf Second Courl in rise |t>Slie Third T-eirjcc. 
Abutting ih 5 IKamp is the Middle Colonnade. 

The Pillared Birth ami Coronal tors Colonnades to the North and Pwm Colonnade to the south 
of (his. Middle Colonnade reminds of the august deeds in Hatshqisut s reign. Against the 
north el ills,, thy true Northern Colonnade with 15 column* fronts 4 chapel S of wOfrhip nr 
accoulremciils of the ritual. Subjects of the Binh and Coronas ion depiction, bespeak immortal 
remembrance and infamy lor ruler and architfet, some say lover*, whtisU innovatiim. is u 
wonderful and splendid architecture] and artistic cresit - c wort Senmui praised his majesty 
Haidieps.nl and glorified her master. Amoti-Ra, who cieatod the god* and raised up the sky. 
Hu is the l ord of Rays why created light. 



MUriU MUIDJIT AMD- IDML OTlLH 
«r i*rjM* u. 

Fran ilift jnsunMHifi t! - I' ' Mfe« 

..i.KjEili :r KimBJi At weara Mis- 
dc »nr-hairnet hy 

the Phirv' ■ i m*tlr, 

d a«|l IMilM 11 fcin- 

i, a ■ i 'lie tKwr. 

[HiKirtiliOH 4. Pitfiie potttail at\d Rwmf Oval.'i of Oner n fhiia&U 
wearing Mw or War Ovhl jj. 

The Second Rump’s aseeni io ihe Upper Terrace reveal 22 Osiride Figures before pillars 
fronting columns in similar arrangement where the Third or Upper Open Court and oblong 
Upper Terrace arc slimxiruled by an enormous colonnade arrangement of Hri columns, all 
before- 1 he San ciliary. Thai is before the Portico was erected. North and south Chapels to 
Elalshqisul and A moil provide meaning to the structure. Northeast arul southwest of the 
Second Court. Chapels to A nobis jmtl Hathor respeelively employ Iwclvc and thirty-six 
col Limits with eight pillars and cadi with outer and miter Sanctuary. 

In your blessed abode, (lie Lord of the Ninth Day of the Month heslival in whose honor men 
keep the Sixth and Seventh Day. the Sole One who made nil thin is. (lie One and Only who 
made all that exists:, is perpetually worshiped. 

Though his name is hidden from his children, his beauty captivities the heart and love of him 
makes languid the amis. Lose of hint makes feeble the arms and his adherents' hearts forges 

when they look upon him. 
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f fat*h<rpans Temple ot Deir el Behan 



Deir e't Bahari 5. I lew (if the' Amphitheater [mm the mountain. First and Second 
Ramp. Second Court , Middle and Upper Colonnade or Terrme and Upper Coins 
wish the Colonnade xttrwimding the Sanctuary agaimi the mountain face. The 
Ramp ami ntinv of Mentttlmiep s Temple is in the; rear. Clearly, the Queen hulls 
a larger Temple than her ancestor and this may have contributed to some of her 

proscriptions. 

August abode. Sen mut fashioned your portals to praise his beautiful Queen Hatshepsut. Her 
father Anum in God extraordinary. His beneficence Creates the light, his eye Overthrows the 
enemy., of a kind heart Anton, hears- the praise of the prisoner. He rescues the tearful from the 
oppressor and judges between the miserable and strong. These things and more your precinct 
represents as Lt w itltsto<Hd the ravages of ti me. Yet, still. Dei r ct Bu liar i retains the power, aura. 
awe and majesty of its, ancient mystique. 

Moderns revealed40 royal mummies in the Delr el-Bahari iL eacbe” and anothei L53 mummies, 
in this northern Coptic Convent or Sanatorium of healing. Senmul secreted his tomb and 
deposited figures of his-self throughout. He decorated, coveted, and painted your walls' to 
foil liin adversaries’ anticipated de-structi'. l- acts. Later, when the 1 upper stucco gave way they 
revealed his artistry, a labor of love, 

This and so much more your wonderful majestic structure lias rcpiesenled for Millennia, 
attesting to (he divine inspiration that planned, guided and executed your building in praise 
of A non by your mistress and her architect, Senmul, 


19 

https://twitter. com/per medjat 







http://www.facebook.com/groups/per.medjat - http://www.facebook.com/per.medjat 


4* The Temple Of Deir El Bahari; 


As Overview 


By Freuerk k .Mosnzsstts 

Thu amphitheater <il Duir el-Bahiiri is irLLmdaled oruverflowiflig idi history. .culture, religion, 
art, areh^ccluTC* and power, whether spiritual, cosmological. psychological. therapeutic,,, 
politicj] and even symbolic. For two thousand years Before the Common Era i EIC’E), this 
sile rad i Bled the intellectual arid pi 1 kwyphieal dynamism thal characH-i'i/ed aneiercl A I'ricau 
thought, practice and artistic expression, In man's early and first conscious awakening. For 
Lhe Lwo thousand wars .'I'foe current era., it has retained I lie majesty of'that lnyslique in an art 
form, whether natural or man-made. and to this day,, it continues to mesmerize visitors who 
are impressed by the scenery and die architectural creations that grace this holy spot. Thus* 
it is ore of 1 hone sites in the land of ancient Kernel I hat continues io beckon modern Iravelers. 
They continue to be attracted and amazed by the daring and creative genius of early Africans 
who drew ba.uk tin; veil of I fie mist of antiquity and upon i:;i.ii: c & wonderful landscape created 

convcnlmns in art, religion, astronomy, science, building and sincere equality in divine and 
human relations. 

All tli is rented on l he premise of a philosophic as. .om of Ma'ai, die nos ion of -justice, fairness, 
order, balance, clc. These ideas came to characterize the African personality in &ft ancient 
world with civilization jusl coming into vogue. Herein lies the legacy and heritage of people 
of African descent who gave so much 10 the world that the continent came to shape. Yen. 
thousands of years later, the sons and daughters of ihesc early Africans arc victimized in 
a world that has become 100 mechanical and materialistic. Perhaps this heritage provided 
loo much fuel liw greed, avarice, injustice, disrespect and disuiiilv now plaguing human 
relations. Nevertheless, Io recall, it was Cascley Hayford of Ghana. West Africa, who in 1922, 
characterized a world gone insane and had become infected with this technological malaise 
seriously in need ofihe humanity and forgiving nature of (he African personality, possible the 
only hope to save mankind. In this need, the august and powerful cultural and humanist c 
beginnings inaugurated tiy Africans along the Milt River, seem the only Htilulion available. 
That is why so much emphasis need he pul on ancient Africa's gifts that manifested first n 
Ethiopia and then Kernel/Egypt, motlier Africa's oldest daughters. We tieedtell.the yOLnigslers, 
as Afroecnlrisls would argue, the foundation of African hisloriogmphic recoil si ruction rests 
in knowledge of this powerful Legacy. 
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fftitxhcptitf t 7't'mpfe of Deir Buftari 



m-.-T r'lir „„ hyi-ii,.,,.,, n,n Mn ruHT. 

(From pi,.,,, | S f 


flfuKimtion 5 First ship of outgoing xqwitlmn bound for Flint. 

(From Mariettes Deirel Bahari, piate 12.) 

Ui this unfolding both African men mid women have played meaningful roles and :in the 
assignment of reclaiming the ancient heritage it will take all of us for our people to be able 
to overcome and progress. So. wc must study Egypt, leach grandparents, parents, aunts and 
uncles, neighbors and all \\ ho will listen and seek knowledge. This is a powerful task! A trip 
1o ihc land of ancient Kemet anti exposure to tlie monuments, go a long way of ureal mg visual 
images challenging the cognitive faculties to imbibe in a wonderful intellectual adventure, 
guaranteed to change personal view s of themselves, their ancestors and in process strengthen 
their resolve for the challenges; that lie ahead 



Ofjr i"/ fiahiiti ft. Vurw fmm the Afmwttjin Bivken coiwnmi of the Colonnade of 
the Upper Court, Second Hump and ruim of Meniuhorep ,? Temple to the right. 
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t 'rcderick 'i fowicrsofT 


As 1 penned this Wn^pOndcn^ \ was also thinking about niy grandson Mun-Kliupcr-m who 
was christened on a Sunday in October in 1999. We held a reception at our home after the 
service in church. Like mast parents with some sense of a vision of the future, I wondered 
whal would happen to him ami his generation- 1 was therefore convinced that writings of 
this nature would help to strengthen him as he, too, learns about the role of the ancestors of 
undent Kernel/FIgypi. Believe me, that is exactly why I asked his parents Id name him alter 
the great 18?' Dynasty Pharaoh Thutmose 111, Men-Kfieper-Ra who was not simply a king, 
but also a mighty warrior., builder, administrator ami equally devoutly religious. Yet, in all 
of this the great king had a feud with, some scholars say, his half-sister, wife, aunt. Queen 
Hatshepsut. Even families have their differences. This is what Breasted called "The Feud of 
iIll: Tulh.mcixiils!!” History can teach us so much, nevertheless! 



YIKir iff A YIIJ.AI1K ]S HVt. 

(I .'Tii M i:.sT.I«e'> j'li'i*-:- 1 -V-i.ti *11 1 :1 1 - . 5 -.| Ylir 1 ■ ■ 1 1 ■ : ■ l" i: r 11 p ,1 i t i;.h :irv r-; It mi 11 j h > h 

hli'J B-pf<I "Jvlwj liV lldlcri, HuxnJifiy Lu IJiimirlH w., eliifi'lv r^-i'mlili! jIih 

Toqxffi if IIIir OHiJcrii ^uodillE-M-. *J Liv+th AJth Lti-u iLi[+--|uLiIh in fruit, u>3 
Llil W TO.Vrrhi-Tei.M SffitS&arCjt tk* r-ulligw rtf lin- JeLIi* !folii£ i 111 L ■ - 1 1 irJ 

by s. line fawning 1 ibe l>>p* of the hi nnjuht> Tfca lili-d living- to left is ^iiciHi'd 
■Wi it!' 1 * l-iIltl: of die ;->.innli nunenr, luvinp 1 *c« lung iuIl- 

f«LlHni P of whkli t'Dljr wiu h um gp tctj I/f tba ancient Egyptian oriiu. 


illustration 6, View of a Village in Punt, (Fiwn Marietta 'a fkdr-El-Bahari, 
Flute 5.) The huts of the natives are built u>n piles and approached by ladders, and, 
awarding to Dumiehen, closely resemble the Togul.s of the modern Soudanese. The 
trees are two Date palms in fruit. ami three myrrh-trees (odtferotts sycamoreh The 
foliage of the latter being indicated by a line Imnnding the lops of the hrunehes. 
The bird flying to left is identified with the Citmyris metallica, a native of the Somali 
country, having two long tail-feathers of which only one has been given fey the 

ancient Egyptian artist¬ 
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5* <4 An Important Archaeological Discovery In 
Egypt” 


WAS RE-PORTHI) IN NATI IRE (JUNF ! 6 , 1904 : 155 - 57 ), 


'Tht most important archaeological event reported Emm Fey pt during the hist excavation 
season fI903-4) is the discovery by l^rtif. Navilte, of ihc University of Geneva, and Mr, 
ILR. Halt, of the British Museum, of the most ancient temple at Thebes. Messrs. Naville 
and Mall on behalf of the F.gypr Exploration Fund carried on ihe excavations, which is to 
be congratulated on having made this important discovery. The services, which have been 
rendered by the Egypt Exploration Fund to Egyptological suierlue since its foundation, some 
twenty years ago, have indeed been innumerable. 



i Derr el Babart 7. yien'fixm the mountain. Most buses terminate further east at that 
rest htiU.se. Tfte gases fivttt moiurteett vehicles have been damaging the mmuments. 

“One of the moat important works carried out by the fund was Prof. NaviJle's complete 
cviLiii'i ;jl i on of I bu u real tun iplu- of Du i r el-Rahuri, i n the we -.turn hilts of Thebes. Thu exuavul h mi 
came to an end in 1 JSV'A after the mam temple had been entirely cleared and the necessary 
works of conservation and jestoraEion had been carried out, but before (he environs of the 
temple had been completely explored. To the south ofihe temple lay a wilderness of rubbish 
heaps, which msght conceal a necropolis or even another temple, placed between the great 
shrine bui L hy Queen MaLshtipsul and Lhu southern horn of the cm/ite ol"dilTs which rise 
behind and around Dcir cl-Bahari. Means for further excavation tailed, however, and the 
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exploration of the un-eacavated naet u> the south of the temple was. postponed until Lhu 
present season, when Prof Navi He again took up the spade and vciy soon discovered that 
underneath the heaps of rubbish lay die not inconsiderable remains of a smaller temple, of 
high archaeological importance on account of its age- It is the funerary temple or mortuary 
chapel of the most distinguished monarch of the eleventh dynasty Nebkherura Mentuhetep, 
who rcigne-d about 2500 B.taccording to the bc^ authorities. A temple of ill is date is a great 
rarity in Egypt, The new temple, however, comes nest to them in age. and ifthey surpass it in 
peculiarities of architecture, it appears to fully equal them in general architectural interest and 
to surpass them in the point of artistic interest and importance, since it has added considerably 
to our knowledge of - the history of Egyptian art. 



TUB WiYAL /STCT, tTT¥Y IW IIY IIIH 11-51 iY l-SVAhOg 
MDUXK TILE VIKTf dKST D T IIATAW TiJ Till I'PS MOB 

nr rmrr. 

(FinnI Hpirk^L^'h firir-rt- fhticarr.. ]ikL: Tk |- 


Illustration 7. The Royal Envoy, attended by his body-guard, displays (he gifts sent 
by Hatwiu to the Prince uf Punt. (From Muriate s De'tr el Bohan, pltife 5.} 

The artistic triumphs of the Old Empire are well known. But our knowledge of the condition 
ofart at the beginning of the Middle Empire under |hc eleventh dynasty was> until ilic present 
discovery, scanty. The general impression has been that the work, of the eleventh dynasty 
was rough and crude in style. The discovery in the new temple at Deir el-Bahari of hundreds 
of fragments of colored relief sculptures of the eleventh dynasty compels us to modify this 
impression, and we see from them that, side by side with the somewhat crude and awkward 
productions hitherto considered characteristic of this dynasty, work of the highesi excellence 
was also turned out. 

This is an important result, and it is by no means improbable that this improved artistic style 
is the work of a sculptor who, we know, Lived in ihe reign of Nebkherura, Mertisen by name, 
and his school. 
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ffodhcpsiti t Tempfe of iterr el Bvftari 



Deir el Bahari H. ihnf/nwj the mountain i his is an older photograph wffft the 
ancient rest htm.se ami bases Cuming, ikmgenmsly close to (he Temple. 


These reliefs originally formed part of the decoration of the waits of the main pi Hared hell of 
Nehkherurifs temple. This hall. only a part of which Inis as yet been uncovered, stands upon 
an artificially squared platform of rock, immediately to the south of the Hathor Shrine of the 
great temple of Deir el-Baharii, and separated from it by a small open court about sixty leei 
across. The platform is aboul fifteen feet high. 

Ms sides were masked by a magnificent wall of finely squared and fitted limestone blocks, 
built in bonded courses of broad and narrow blocks alternately, one above the other, as may 
be seen from the piutLograpli. in the extreme South West comer of the court this wall Is 
perfect. It is without dotibl one of site linest specimens of Egyptian masonry yet brought to 
light. Entrance to the main hall on the platform was gained, as in the great temple, by means 
of an inclined ramp, which led up loan entrance gate, no doubt, like that of the main temple, 
a trilitlion of red granite;, the threshold of finely-polished red granite still remains It) sitte. The 
socket in which the door turned |in Lhe usual ancient manner before [lie invention of---) !s 
dearly seen, and tdso small side run. or channel, by which the door could be bodily removed 
from the socket and replaced when necessary. To Lite north of the ramp a colonnade of small, 
square sandstone pillars has been discovered, placed on a stone pavement immediately before 
and below the platform. It can hardly be doubted that a second similar colonnade originally 
existed to south ol lhe tamp- Thus we have (be nutin pur!ion consisting l,s£ a pillared, OT 
"hypo&tylc," hall of octagonal pillars placed on a platform of rock, approached by an inclined 
ramp. Hanked by colonnades on the low ly ground level. It will be noticed by all who have 
visiled Dcir el-Bahari that,, so far as platform, ramp, and colonnades arc concerned, this is 
precisely the arrangement of the great temple of Queen Hotshepsut, or Hatasu, to the north 
[as] it Opens up u new field of possibilities. The curious plan of (he greul temple has pulled 
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archaeologists and architects from Wilkinson's lime to the present day, Whence this curious 
arrangement of platforms, inclined planes, and colonnades, ts totally unlike anything else in 
Egypt? Various theor ies have been propounded, but it is only now that the solution has been 
found, owing to the discovery of The temple Nchkherura?' 



Deir el Bahat v Ctoner vrew of the Temple coming (town the mountain Roof oj 

the ancient rest house, h till of the First Court, First and Second Ramps, tower, 

Middle and Upper Colonnades with the statues on the Upper Totruce more visible 

Colonnades, platforms, and rumps are then a feature of the older tCmple-arChiteCtUre or I L'.ypl: 
they were, at the time of the eighteenth dynasty, when the great temple of Hatshcpsut was built, 
old-fashioned, archaic, hut it is ex idem tliat ihe great temple, is as fur as its main arrangements 
are concerned, h mere enlarged copy of (he i houwin il-y e;i r older lemple al iisside; it is simply 
a "magnificent archaism." 

When it was built the older and smaller temple was still used as a temple, apparently, and both 
existed side by side for some lime; this is shown by the fact Lhatthe Euler temple is not placed, 
in the center of the cirque but is crammed against the northern cliff-face, it could not be placed 
in the center because the southern portion of the space at Delr el Bahari was already occupied 
by the older temple- li was built roughly parallel to the older temple; it is oriented 24 degrees 
£ of t (Lockycr, Down of Astronomy, p. 232), and this must be more or less the orientation of 
NeEikherura’s temple also. This fuel is of interest, as the question might he mooted whether 
the orientation of ihe main temple is also an archaism imitated from the Ncbkhurura's temple 
(B.C. 2500), or not. Sir Norman Lockyer lias postulated (Dawn of Astrunotm. p. 218) the 
existence in ihe western hills ul Thebes of a temple of l luthor older than the shrine of the 
goddess at Detr el-Bahari: "built to observe the rising of the star | Hathor- Sot Ills, i.c, ( Sinus] 
at a time, perhaps somewhat later than thai given by Biol (1200 B.C.).” Nebkherura’s date 
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ffatxhcpsitf f Tvmpfe ol Deirei Bahari 

is about 25l>0 B.C., but we have as yet no proof thill in his funerary lemplu the reverence 
paid to his spirit was conjoined with a worship of Hal lion We may find this proof in the 
course of the further excavations, or of the older temple of Hathor may have existed further 
io ihe Huulhward, perhaps on ihe site of (he present little temple dedicated to Huthor or the 
Waste at Deir el -Medina, which was originally fou ruled in I he reign of Amenhetcp 111, B.C. 
1450. C ertam it is that the worship ol I lathcir in the western hills is lar older than the time of 
Amenhetcp ill and Hatshcpsnt, and the foundation of the oldest temple buill in her honor at 
Ddr el-Baharl or Deir cl-Medina may well go back to very near the date propounded by Biol 
for the systematic observation of the helical rising of S-othis-Hathor (Sirius}. 



Deir ti Rohan id. Coming down the mountain. . tnother 1 sow with the rc.%1 house 
motv visible. The principal parts of the Temple. 


Ii is- to this very period-bet ween 3285 ft C, and 2400 ft t'. Ihal the beginnings of the Theban 
Empire and of the Theban temples must he placed. 'Id the student of the astronomical 
Orientation ofngyptian temples ihu new discovery will, therefore, he of the highest interest. 

Among Lhe large number of smaller objects discovered in the course of the txcavaiions, [lie 
most interesting will probably prove to be the scries of small cx-votos of devotees of Hathor, 
found In the court between the two temples. These consist of small cows (the sacred animal 
of the goddess}, and female figures in earthenware and blue faience, votive eyes and ears in 
bronze and faience, broken blue vases with representations of the holy cow emblazoned with 
sura, &c. 

These votive offerings, which nearly date to the eighteenth dynasty, were undoubtedly originally 
devoted in the Hathor shrine of the greal iemple, and when (he shrine became too full were 
thrown down by the sacristans into the space between the two temples, which thus became a 
dust-heap. And from Lhis dust-heap many interesting objects have been recovered, including 
a copper chisel with hardened edge, which should be of special intcresl to metallurgists, and 
specimens of palm-fruit, nuts, reeds, and shells, dating to about 1500 B.C. Doe of the mosl 
remarkable objects found is n perfect three-cornered loaf of unleavened bread, of the same 
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date. All these smallerobjects, together with a number of sped mens of ihc eleventh dynasty 
reliefs already described, will, we understand, be exhibited at the annual exhibition of the 
Egypt Exploration Fund at University College, flower Street, in July next. 

Subscriptions for the work of the Egypt Exploration Fund are much needed, and should be 
sem to the Secretury, 37 Great Russell Sired. W.C, We are indebted So Mr. Hall for the 
photographs here published." 



imiir.ct.liw l:(# 731(5 Moil IIP HINT,. 

<*wv»puM. by Mf wife, Itnrilj-, ud klkjm™ p>nm Mid!«*> iMr-tt-fr/wri. 

ptiili: fl.J 


{(lustration H. Pntce.ss'son of the Prince of Punt, accompanied by bis wife, fumit\ 
andfollowers. (From Mdriette s Deir et-Bahari, phi? 5.) 



UK* cjjuih uniHl iw Tin “id a . ■TUAnnm " ax iiaxkktj, mim nr kiidkk to 

tilt mILi 

{>"mm tni rJ ■ *3it'Pi', M &J 


Illustration 9. Men Carrying saplings of the "Ana-sycamore " in baskets, from the 
shorn to the ships. {From Marietta's Deir el-Bahari, plate 5.) 
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6, The Temple Of Desr El Bahari: 

A . v f.\TR(wt:( ' rmx 


By Frkdfrick Mo.\m:sso\ 

Thu temple of Dfir el-Hahuri, Dfeser Dfcxeru (Sacred u I" Sacred (ft is a magnificent spcei men 
of ancient Egyptian archiicciune of die lK' h Dynasty. New Kingdom It is con si me ted of 
while Limestone dial looks like while marble and. according to Breasted its been called ”inosi 
splendid" and "TKc Icmple of myriad Of years; its great dwrM fashioned of black Clipper, 
the inlaid figures of elect™ m.” fun her its been coiled khikhei. "the great teal of Amend, hit 
bijri/(i]i in I he* west, all its doors of real cedur wrought with trot)**-'- ’ 1 i -..j|.\. ifs & 4 ’1 lori^.im 
of the God Aiming An inscription si ales it was bn ill by the "Good God ftannsfca. beloved 
of Annin hi Servi” and of the ‘’house of Anion. hH enduring horizon of eternity; its jloors 
wrought wilh gold and silver its beauty was like the horizon of heaven Today ii is n fern rued 
tourisi attraction in the land of anacni monuments dial to fase-nates the modern mindset. 
I [owever, Dei: el-Rabar?,. ihe modem name, also “the northern convent”* is $|i Heron? to nuisl 
oi h er tern pies of 1 his cu li u re Beyond bci -ig an arch itcct u ral masicrp iecc, it i s a bom a fa mou s 
queen, her very astute aicbitceb both victimized because of a family feud. It has important 
hisunical references to ihe queens virgin birth, her ex ped i i ion it) ihe i .and of Punt (on ihe cuss 
Air can coast near Somal and ttbiopia), and a record of her two obelisks given to the God 
Aimen Lisas were quarried frimi Aswan stone, 11 also hjj I rene oes depict nig bimbi in nets and 
men fish Tig it i ells the story of the Queen’s “virg n birth' 1 it is associated with her father 
ThutmoiiC I. A in on. Rj-Horakluy, 1 latbor and Anuhis. 

Many other gods arc represented n this temple, ft is a great replica of an even more ancient 
temple, hs jilt in $ unique Incut ism. Il was cue of the earliest “3 slorv buildings” in history 
and in later limes it was a sanatorium and occupied by Coptic monks and so became “the 
convent of the north." The goddess 1 lathor. whose shrine is located to Ihe Miutli of The main 
builcings, is often depicted in lire illustrations as "corning oui of ihe mountains of Dei" cl 
Bahari." Amibis. the god of the dead, has a shrine to the north of the mam buildings in the 
Second Court.. The gad of the dead and his shrine in this local ion may he connected to the 
fad; ilie belief system holds ikiat when the deceased begins (tic journey into die afterlife, he 
ctiiers through a cavern in the Deirel-Bishar. vicinity. Interestingly. Thutmove III is shown : n 
an i I lust ral ion presenting lo Sokair, a god of the dead (who looks like Ra-Horakhly and Horns) 
bm lie does not have a sluinc here. However, being a morluary temple, having a shrine lo 
tile god of the death A nub is, in the vicinity of the tavern that entrances the other world may 
have bad some considers ions when the pncsis of l lie XXI hid Dynasty hid the mummies of 
the New Kingdom monarch s, discovered therein IH8I. 
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uim. r-BBsawTT. TO TIER I3UT t I- WT9* TIIK nUKS OK HIST. 

(Prom Sfarid^'M /hnV-rfJ-AiAflpr, plnfct &.5 


Hfustratkm 10. Gifts pres v Med to the royal em>ov bv the Prince of Punt. (From 
Marieltek Deirei Bahtin, pfaie 5.) 

John Anthony West in The Traveler's Key to Ancient Egypt {1995; 350) says: ‘"Suzanne Rntic 
sees. the temple as an expression of the Primordial Hill, its levels corresponding to degrees 
of spiritualrialion. ]I is interesting, iFihobservation i^ Lrue, to know I bat [lie upper or most 
spiritualized level was used as a Christian monastery - some say convent" Nevertheless, from 
the time travelers began to trek up the Nile River, many explorers, visited Deirel-riulmri from 
as early as its discovery in 1743, and several archaeologists and Egyptologists worked this 
site. The Egypt Exploration Fund began excavation of the temple, Anton in Teteo, oriented 
im a southeast and northwest axis, under Edouand Navi lie in 1893 and (Hers Americans began 
restoration in 1911. From 1961 a Polish team began restoration of the Upper Platform that was. 
only finished a few years ago. Important, however, is the use and arrangement of columns 
and pillars in this wonderful structure. 
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TEM f LC Of DtlR ti- B*H«I 





iViA'vi.-v J rj i r r,'^ of the Temple ofDeir el ftaiutri (1929). 


The approach ti.i the temple in From a Valley Temple <n ihe river'n evl.ee ihat is now cics*rrjycel 
Here they found tbundlaron deposits, alabaster jars and mode I adzes. Blocks from walls found 
here named Puytrntfe as architect., Bricks with names of FMshepsuL tpwl Tlnutmose 1 and 
also of Hatshcpsut and Princess Ncfcrnrc have been found as well as an alabaster dish with 
inscriptions reading the Cm eat Temple. Block* of the Queen being crowned and sandstone 
name-siones of her also were found in vicinity of the Valley Temple, 
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Deir el Bufutri II. Ott the ground, with she old shed to the right and time up off he 

major features of the Temple. 


The temple's approach led along, a S pi i in x -I i ne d Ca u seway leading to the Bark-stai ton for the 
God Amort before the Entrance Pylon. Before lhi*s pylon were plained two Feisea incense 
trees {Mitnusops Schimperif brought from Punt to which the Queen sent Ndisi. Senmut and 
another of tier loyal subjects on an historic expedition. Flanking the Causeway and in the First 
Court were beds of Rowers, palm and papyrus tree-;, pools and statues. Fvidelicu shows ihere 
sve re 4 ponds of water in the neighborhood called “the ponds of milk" for the God A man to 
cool off In as lie walked around his garden. After all, Deir el Bahari was to he a paradise lor 
A m urn even though there were a multitude of other gods who shared this beautiful holy place, 
Off to lire right, from the western end of the Court, the Northern Colonnade formed part of 
the retaining wall, 

The Lower Colonnade in the First Couri is divided by ihe First Ramp, To the south is the 
Obelisk Colonnade showing, according to Porter and Moss (1972: 342) two: "Ships bringing 
obelisks, including hull, sphinx and lion, ineag.es: process ions of soldiers, including archers, 
standard-bearers, trumpeter, drummer and ritual-scene with priests and butchers." The left 
ship has the obelisks and the right ship shows rowers. There is also a caged lion. and a group 
of soldiers on the prow of the rigid ship. An os is sacrificed and Tables of Offerings to the 
Theban deities are laid oui before the troops. Phene are four scenes showing Hatshepsut 
ottering the obelisks to Amon, she running with a vase to Anton, the Goddess Sheshat and 
the Queen offering the temple to Amon. To Lhe north of ihis I .tiwer Colon nude scenes of 
fowling and fishing, with the Queen in a canoe and birds mid waterfowls drawn by two gods. 
There are also scenes of w-ateribwls in nets, the queen ottering live royal sLatues to Amon and 
driving four calves to Amon She is also shown ov a sphinx trampling upon her foes. The 
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ffufxhcptitf f Temple &t Dtk el Bahari 

pillars contain fragments with hawk and royal lilies. There is a royal statue in a tM.Mil as well 
as a fragment of’a text of Hatshcpsut's Syrian campaign that also men lions Thutmose I. A lion 
is shown at the bast of the Fii^t Ramp leading to the Second Court. TSie Lower Colonnade 
1ms I row of 11 pillars in front and I now of 11 sixteen-sided columns behind each on both the 
north and south divided by the first Ramp. The number ] 1 is special to the Goddess Hat her 
and Sit tr>i> is the number 7. 


Hinr-* |W Till kmi|i mjPIVIAT DU Mil lAfri'v U |j|| Tlir rDIICL’IM |<r mPHf, 
•! I "mm Klril ll'f- ?: fir, Jililti ri (• 


IltuMretiGH If -i Ship of the Egyptian squadron being laden with the product* of 
Fimt, (Front Mariette-s Deir ei-Bohari. plate 5.} 

The Second Court houses lltc Middle Colonnade that has 2 rows of II pillars inside and 
outside, again split by the Second Ramp (Tor 44) along whose balustrade is a coiled serpent 
with a protective hawk, In, 1 his Second Court was found a temple to Amcnholcp 1 and his 
mother Queen Aahmes-Nefertai i. I latsliepsufs grandfather and great-grandmother. Senmul 
destroyed this temple in building his own To the right of this Second Court. Scnrnul’S tomb 
was discovered. Bricks with the names of Queen Aahmes Nefertari and her son were found 
and some re-used w liilc Others were dispersed to museums. Porter amE Moss mention a Brick 
Shrine to Aesculapius (Imholep) that was destroyed. 


Deir el Bahari 12- Another close view of the Temple from on the ground 
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On (hie south. is the Purl Colonnade, rfupfotiriu. the 5 ships Lu she trading. expedition Us lhu 
land of Punt in Centra] East Africa. Btiikic (1932' 420) tells us. according to Breasted, the 
Queen explained: ‘"A command was heard bom the great throne, an oracle of the god himself 
il-.r. i lie wavs to Puni shun Id be searched oiM. that the high-ways to the Myrrti-ireex should 
be penetrated.' There had. of course, been several previous expeditions to Punt; one seal by 
Satin re in die Vlh Dynasty, anil another by Ises: of I he same dynasty, which brought hack a 
pygmy dancer. In the Vltli Dynasty one of the officials of Pepi 11 was killed by Arabs while 
stipei intending iTie building of a ship lor tlie voyage, and a second expedition was made in 
ike same reign; in the Middle Kingdom Hemi conducted an expedition for Merituhoryie HE, 
and other voyages were made under Aincnemhcl LI and Sensurcl II of the X Ihh Dynasty* 
However., none of these expedit ions were as graphiu ;ik I [Stshepsut’s anil this is why her work 
affixed to the temple makes it even more interesting. 

The walls of 1 his Punt Colonnade has six registers shat depict, according to Porter and Moss 
(1994: 344) ‘"Cattle, rhinoceros, fating baboon with its young, and men carrying i license-trees; 
Giraffe, luces felled and men with ebony logs; men with incense-trees; Village of Pun l with 
huts snd ladders, cattle, two men with asses, two men with tribute, Parahu, Chief of [font with 
wife ley L QuOe» olPuilt’, and man with LrihutC, heap of treasure. received by Egyptian officer, 
and text: village with huts and ladders, incense-trees. three men, Queen riding ass. Chief of 
Pulit, 'Queen', and attendants, with text and treasure received by Egyptian officer and nine 
soldiers.” lit udtlilfon. ihe Queen is shown “consecrating iwo registers of pnoduels of Punt 
Giraffe, panther, leopard, skins, and weighsng-sccneof Dcdwcn, Horns and [Seshel] writing 
on -palette; incense-lrees-. ealtk* grazing. and treasure, incense-trees in p4»l», men measuring 
heaps of incense, and [Tliolli] writing on palette.” Elsewhere, giraffe arid leopards, panther 
and leopards, scales and gold-rings; Queen with staff and Punt Expedition text before Anu>n. 
SotiLh of lihe Punt Colonnade, ihc Halhor Shrine Or southern speos, has I rmvof4 pillars wit h 
Hatlior Head capitals up front and 2 rows of4 round sixteen-sided columns with 4 pillars in the 
center. There is- another colon nude of which 3 round I [nlhnr-hcnd colui nils have survived arid 
again s i x su rv i v i ng si xtecr-sidcd co In mns of “ Proto Doric" ty pe in a greater eel leer ion, There 
are 2 more round columns near the Sanctuary. Thus, in this Haltinr Slu me there are pillars 
anti round columns with Hnlhnr Head Otpilals that have a female IfcCC of head with cow’s 
cars and sistrums or rattles, the goddess' symbols. There is also a second type of column. 
3>ix teen-sided. Tins arrange incut that blends three types of colui ml and pillar helps Id convey 
Due notion of genius at wotk 
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Hatshepsut's T*:mph‘ at Deirei Bohan 



iwnnxmRi -TiK PI'ST >*LikM 171 tjie r-iiKm, 
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Itluxtratimt 12. Tributaries of Punt walking in the PnK’owion So the Temple of 
Amen. (From ManeUes Deir el Bahari.) 

On the north is the Birth Colon nadc and further right of this is the A nubia Shrine with 3 rows 
of 4 each sixjeen*sidcd * Proto-Doric 1 " columns. Tlie Anubia shrine or northern speos with 
iL Hyposlyle Mall has much color in wonderfully preserved reliefs depicting the importance 
of this God of the Deadl. Much of the Birth Colonnade has been destroyed through erasure, 
though the coronation of the queen i s very apparent. Pur ler and Moss (1972: 347) mention a 
number of scenes including Hatshqwut being; ^purified by Ra-Homkhtyand Amon and Amon 
presenting Queen as child to gods of the south and north.’* Tliere is a: “Long text of Queen’s 
journey with Tilth mose I.. und two scenes, [Queen] led by [guiltless] arid l-lsubur, followed by 
[Khnum and divinities], to Atum, [presentation of crowns to Queen] with Scshet and [Thoth] 
writing Queen’s name on palettes, both seated- Queen [as king] greeted hy [mnutf before 
Amon, and behind her three rows of gods of the southern chapel and gods of the southern and 
northern shrines, with Scshet and Tlioth, both seated, writing on palettes.... Queen crowned 
by Thulmuse S in the presence of nine officials, with king speeches of the King and Queen,” 
Three more scenes show the Queen led by Inmiitf, purified by Ha of Shcta and led by Homs, 
Two scenes show- “I ignis and Seth crowning the Queen with red and white crown, and Queen 
preceded by standards of Thoth, Horns, Khons and Anubis." 
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Frederick Wwuterfm 





Deir el Bahari IH. hs front of she Temple, one of the tree trunks brought from Punt. 

In l lie lower register There arc birth-scenes with Hatshepsut's mother Queen Ahmosi and 
children, the Enneadi before Anion., and names of various gods. Then there are seven scenes 
that Porter and Moss {1472; .MS) mention as: "Amoil and Thoth facing each other; J'ltolh led 
by Amon; Queen Ahmosi receiving life from Anion, both seated, upheld by two goddesses 
seated on 1 ion-oCmeh; A mutt and Khmim Facing each other: Hekel kneeling, offering life tci 
children modeled by Khnum; Thoth with Queen Ahmosi; Queen Ahmosi led to Birth-room 
by EJekei and Khiium." 



WsS^ran!! nr nm uei*S. 

ivi'f.licnn'r, Mini it Ih'-i r ' 1 1 'i niiil i^roxn# Tf|-li aunLing 
lfj(innl« lit H xrirCL'l 1 - Ml p|'- lYuml/l > 



iihtsiratiun IS. Procession of the Queen. He/- Majesty !r fau-hearers. quirer- 
bearer, sandal-bearer, and grooms with hunting leopards. (From Mariettas Deir el 

ttahari.i 

fcven further says Porter and Moss (E972; MS) another register iclis of tiic; “Birth’scene in 
the presence of three rows oi'divinities (two rows on Hon couches), ineludingthree kneeling 
figures of Hckct, Souls of Pe ami Nckhen. two figures of Heh supporting satf-pilEar, Bes and 
Tucris, with Amon, followed by divinities on left and Meskhent on right." In addition. Porter 
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fftMxhcpmtf f Tempt? at Deir el Baban 

and Moss (1972: 349) continued: “Three-scenes show Amor before Halhor sealed holding 
child: facing HalJitw seated, with [goddess} ;ind Sethis beyond: Queen Ahmed suckling child, 
wilts attendant and two cow-headed goddesses suckling children 11 latshepsut and her kaj. at] 
on lion-couch with cows he low; and nine divinities nursing children beyond," 



Much fun her, the ill astral ions indicate two scenes show “The children presented by Ha pi and 
the milk god !at (neither named) to three seated Osiride gods, [children] presented by Thotli 
to ArttOft... KhrtUin and Anubis with disk Ort tell. Scshct writing and 3 tupi Oh night, ostuhlisli 
the child's length of reign, and two rows in center, each with 1 w-o kneeling goddesses and the 
children, with a kneeling god (in upper row), and a kneeling woman (in lower row, lioldiite 
inkpot for Seshet)-" 


Di-'i.r ei Bahan 14. The other tree brought frYjrn Pimf arid planted in [runt of (he 

temple. 

Just cast of ihu Anubis Shrine, the Northern Cglunnadc has IS remaining columns, seeming 
to indicate this part of the temple was unfinished. 



iJIflEMLIMT t,TJTEtlt|l ll> ! , 1.1. ILiL’l in TMK TOKItK - I tllhH fit JCAliXJUB. 

(Fran ItirirO-'-" iVir.f' tfnWi, |ilhi > 11 ,> 


fltustratiQii Ceremony suppnsed to take piaye in (he temple of Amen at Kinifftk. 

(From Mariehe $ Deii ebBahand 
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Thu [ ipper Terrace houses ihue UpperCdlticmade, comprising M pi I Lux in I'mnt and LI sixlccn- 
sided columns behind, on both north and south sides split by the granite trlithon doorway or 
gate that entrance from site Upper Terntee to the Upper Court beyond. In from oJ‘ the pillars, 
were Qsiride Figures or slatlies of the Queen and ibis is narriaiSsirly visible from the Bird's 
bye View on the mountain when you look towards this Upper Terrace. 

The Upper Court beyond the Upper Terrace where the Sanctuary is located against the face 
of the mountain has u wonderful jirffHig^tJieril af columns surnnicniiilg the Open Court. On 
the Upper Terrace. Baikie (1932: 42-1) iclls us: *‘A colonnade formerly mu along the face of 
this court, an Hie upper level. It consisted of two sows, the front one of twenty-two Osiride 
statues of HjjUshepHi.il, subsequently converted into square pillars by Tillhmods III, the buck 
row of the same number of sixteen-sided columns." Ln addition, a pillar and column supports 
the griinitu gateway entrance ituo the Upper COdft hcytHld. 

The Upper Court Colonnade, according to Z. WysockL's “The Upper Court Colonnade of 
Halshepsuts Temple al Ddr d Rnhsin L \Journal of Egyptian -Pt hamlogy 66 i I Qfifl: 55). from 
bast to West. 2 in front and to the rear 4 rows of 14 split by the main axis of the temple, then 
.1 rows of# again split by the axis and all enclosing the Open Court. This makes firra total 
of lOd columns in the Upper Court Colonnade, 

'Therefore, on entering the Court the Colonnade arrangement esplanades and encompasses 
the Ptolemaic Portico against the ta.ee of the mountain an a back-drop. On both sides of the 
Sanctuary entrance* on the retaining wall* I here are nine COi’h large and small niches for 
statues, many of which were broken by Thutmose Ill’s people in retaliation against the Queen. 
The Sanctuary is closed from die- Portico urea. 

A doorway in the nor tit-east comer of the Upper Courtis northern wall leads to the Solar 
Courtyard where Ra-Horaklily was worshipped. 

Half (1910; 4651 explained: L l n the eenier of it is a Fine white limesume Altar of great si/e, to 
the top of which the sacrificing priest mounted i flight of [10] steps. This is one of the most 
beautiful relics (if ujilLigoty uVSt linirul itt Rgypl, and that Lhe Egyptians lIicitlm. l Iws admired 
it is shown by the inscription running round it. winch states that il was made in honor of 
the god Ra-llurmaeliis. “a gieat altar of beautiful white stone of Any.' It was discovered in 
place by Navi He. North of the a liar A a mortuary chapel,., cut oul of the rock, lhe paintings 
on the walls of which arc as fresh and brilliant as f they had been executed yesterday, '['he 
chapel was dedicated la the memory of Hindi rues I a nil his mother Sen-Senek On the right 
ft) side of this little chapel the obi iterations of the queen made by order of Thotlimes III arc 
quite different in appearance fiom those of the god Amen made by aider ofKhu-n-Aten. The 
farmer are chiseled out, she hutfir battered tnii by a hammer.*’ 

Another doorway ell lhe norlhvvesl end of this same northern wall leads to the ‘North-west 
A moil CltapeL” In the opposite direction at the other end of lhe court is the ’'South-west Anion 
Chapel.” 
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ffatsiwpswt* Tempk nl Lk'ir <•! fiufwi 

A diHrrway in I lie JumlfoMSt earner of Lite southern well leads to itfec Appearance Chamber and 
Appearance Lodge, lb the right of this another doorway against the southwesi of the southern 
wall leads to a vestibule with 3 columns. To the right of this enclosure is the Thulmose 
Chapel and io she left ihc Haishepsyi ( Impel, Naturally, lhe Queen’s ehiipel is larger ihan 
Thutmose's. 

These areas right and left of (lie Upper Court arc restricted and closed lo visitors. To the left 
iir south, Karl Baedeker (1929: 322} describes tin: II. Room in wllidl: '‘The ceiling is well 
preserved On she r glut wall appears A mon-re in front of a table of offer' ngs. which replaces 
the effaced figure ofllatshepsut. Behind the (able is the queen's guardian spirit. On the real* 
wall are ThulUKisis III and Thutfllosis I (subsLilLilcd Jiff the queen) making an offering l>F 
clothes to Annin. On the left wall ihuimotis 11 (substituted for the queen), with his guardian 
npirit, dllers sjutk.i 1 oil lii Lhe iltiyphallic Airuns..' 

On the Tight of ilie Upper CourL behind the Ra-1 lorakhty Chapel, again Baedeker (1929: 322) 
describes lhe Hull of Amim. “Part of ihc ceiling, decoraicd with slurs on u blue ground, still 
remains. On the left side-wall we observe Hatshepsut pac ig out of the temple precinct, before 
Amuni, before lhe ilhvphullk A mon-Mid, and be it ire the erilhroned Amur, On Lhe righl 
wall is Tluitmosis III before ihese same gods. On iIk rear wall is Thnlmosis LI (originally 
I latshepsut) bulb re Amuii. The ilymes. of Lhe gods here were defaced by Amenopltis IV, and 
wen? not replaced at the restoration tinder Raineses 1I. LL 

Even mure. Lhe chapels on the Upper Phil form are closed HI v isilors, 

There ure rough I y 296 pi I Lars anil eoldmris in I his temple. 

The SiinulLiary rests against the reCiiijjing wall, along both sides of which are the niches 
containing slatucs of llie Queen and even of Scninut her burdcr. 

Further, in the center, lhe Greeks built a Portico lhat entrances the Sanctuary. Baik el 1932: 
426} desa ihesthe Sanctuary Hint, even though this area of the Upper Court it open to visitors 
after lhe Polish Expedilion avsixiral ion. lhe Sand wary il self if dosed by a gale and padlock. He 
says: “The entrance to the sanctuary k by a granite doorway in the middle of«lie west wall. 
This; is appriKiched by a Ptolemaic portico, and is adorned with much, defaced reliefs. The 
sacred shrine has three chambers. On the soul hern wall of the first, at the fool, is a scene of 
the temple garden, with birds frying about papyrus thickets, and ducks and fish swimming in 
a piece of ornamental water. Above, Hatshepsul and her daughter Nefrure. making offering 
to the barque of A men-Re. On the opposite wall* Hatshepsul, iullunosis III and the Princess 
Neff ure offer tu ibe boat, behind which stand defaced figures, of TUtb rnosi s 1, Queen Almakse, 
and lhe little princess fcsii-Ncfru. The second chamber has noting to note: bui lhe sanctuary... 
was taken over by ilic Ptolemaic artists, who decorated it with two processions of gods 
-shone an lhe right-hand wall being led by A men hoi pc, son of Hapti, the deified fuelotum of 
Aincnophis HI* and those on the left hand by I nihotep, who occupied a similar position in the 
retell af Zuser (1 llrd Dvnustv) and shared tile same deist i i tv. The contrast between the del joule 
and beauliful work of the X V | lhh Dynasty lo which we have grown accustomed, und the 
clumsy and ill-proportioned figures of the Ptolemaic artists, with their bulging muscles and 
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rolls of But, could not be better exhibited [haft here, where the Ptolemaic work is seen in close 
relationship with that of Hatshcpsut." 

Milne, in "The Sanatorium al Deircl Bahar " (1914; Ifo? tells ns; "In Plokmstic li tics the 
u|>]ier terrace of the temple of 1 latshepsut at Deir cl Bakii was given up to the worship of 
two Egyptian dei Fietl heroes - A men hoi cp, the son of Fiapu, a siige of the New Kingdom, and 
Imhotep, according to legend a son of Hah: and under Ptolemy Eucrgctes II the sanctuary 
leading out of the middle iff lli-sr west wall o f the upper court Was enlarged by the addition of 
a iT rd chamber* on the walls of which these heroes figured. The: r special importance, al any 
rate in this period, was as patrons of heal ng and in this eonneelion Imhotep was identified 
by the Greeks tft Egypt with their own god of medicine, Ask lupins. Under their auspices 
Dcir cl Baliari seems to have become a regular place of resort for invalids, if we may judge 
from I 111 - numerous records which have been left by these visitors in the Various parts of lire 
precinct L ’ 

Even further he continued, (1914; %} L Thc Upper Terrace of ihe temple haeks-wp sgainsi the 
cl TVs oil the west side in front, however, the east wall of the court is not on the edge of the 
terrace, but hM a broad walk running along OUftsi lLc if, which was originally (nrvun.il id as a 
colonnade. This colonnade seems to have been a coiwcii Lcnl lounge for the ancient visitors 
who scratched their names mi the outer thee ol' the wall in many cases over the Egyptian 
reliefs" 

Inlcrcslingly enough, dtiuttpolllon, the linguist, who deciphered Hieroglyphics, was ihe first 
to name the peculiar columns he saw at Dcir el Baliari as being "‘Proto-Doric-’ Speaking of 
CharnpoHiori s iihwCTvatitmH even though Lhu temple was covered itt debris in his Linn: and 
having been visited by l*oeockc, Napoleon s savants before hint and Wilkinson and Maricitc 
alter, Bratton (IbbH: 199) says ChanipoLlioii thought; ”Tlte colonnades that he could see led 
1 li his theory thul Greek sirs and nrelr tees lire hud their origin in Egypt In bolh theories he 
anticipated the conclusions of archeologists a century later." 

These columns follow a pattern seen earlier al Ben: Hasan in the Middle Kingdom. At 
Deir el Bahari there are S6 sides on these columns and there is no capiial on the abacus that 
supports the architrave overhead. Even more interest ing two things; First, the queen’s name 
was hacked out and Hut of Tlnilmosc I El inserted and Second, there arc descriptions of the 
dedicatory mimes and doors arnl flirors that inujesl iuul ly characterise ibis wonderful and very 
beautiful piece of architecture. The ’’most splendid” Dei r cl Baliari. is according to Breasted 
II: "The temple of myriad years; its great doors fashioned of black copper, the inlaid figures 
of eleclrum." Equally loo, Ms called “Kbikbel, the greal seal of Anion, his horizon in the 
west”, and all its doors are "of teal cedar wrought with bronze.” Breasted says even further 
regarding this wonderful place of miidily dipnily: ‘The hdtsse of Amtin, his enduring horivsm 
of eternity” has Hoots iliat arc ’“wrought with gold and silver, is beauty was like the horizon of 
heaven.” Even more, he says, it is "A greal shrine of ebony of Nubia” and "ihe si airs beneath 
ikhig h and w ide' L a re made ““of pu re a labasier of Hatnub," li is thcTeforc. “a pa I ace of the God, 
wrought with gold and sliver” and “it illuminated the faces (people) with its brightness.” 
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ffotshepsut's Temple at Deir el Bahars 

As inch then, in combination, these features make this temple the venerable yel maje&Lically 
beautiful Kite that it is, equally also a photographer's paradise, particularly as it manifests a 
variety of colors depending upon the lime when it is viewed or photographed These then are 
reasons why Deir cl Bahsri is ihe fascination that it is. 
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Illustration 16. The Queen receiving her troops 
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7. Queen Hatshepsut-maat-ka-ra Of The 18th 
Dynasty* 


j Hr Freokrh k Mo.\dhrso\ 

Queer* | latshupsut became Pharaoh of L’pper and [.ora F.gypl and ruled from 1457 to I4T7 
Bt'B, She is considered a significant ruler of die early New Kingdom. This able woman 
became King of Egypt al a time when men dominated the Lite of governments in the ancient 
world. Therefore, syeh an act on her pan was timhLnkjibhSr Brcuion (ItNVX; I '-MV) offers the 
view: "Haishcp might wdi be called the first great woman of history. She was the first woma n 
Lo rule ii nation unquestionably, maintaining Lhe tin one lirr 2 1 years, against Lough opposition" 
History informs us; in the new polilicnl reality following expulsion of die Hyksos, Halshcpsul 
utilized beamy, intellect and daring and alliances. In this, her loyal followers helped her gain 
power, which she exercised effectively. 

A lenglhy reign enabled hef to pursue extensive building arid repair projects. Chief amimg 
these niidet'lultiiigs was her Mortuary lemplc at Dcir cl-Bahar This magnificent temple 
contains a pictorial representation of her expedition to Punt, jierlurps the highlight of her 
reign. Monel <1912: H >] offers, the explanation that* ''Although officially dedicated lo Amon-Ra 
and his cooi|tanion gods, I [alitor and A nubia, the real divinity, whose glory the temple was 
intended lo commemorate, whs the Queen her sell" The most elaborate picture anil longest 
inscriptions arc, therefore, devoted to an account of the life of the Queen, to the description of 
her birth, LUTKinalioi], urid the iTlosI memorable event of her reign - an expedition to die land 
ofPi.MiL whence were trough! the incense trees planted on the terraces. Other monuments, 
- two obelisks and a sanctuary :n the great temple of Kaniak, also an inscription in a chapel 
of Slahcl-Anlur, - have thrown some light upon Lhe glorious reign of Queen Hatshopsitu, hut 
Dcir-cbBahari is in relation to her what the temples of Abvdos and Gournah arc to Scti I; what 
the RainesMTum E$ to Ramuses II. and Medtnet-E tahou Ur Railiesen 111 - the plate sdecLed 
to commemorate the life and might oflhc Pharaoh. But in Shis case the Pharaoh of [Jcir-cl- 
Bahai'i happens to be a woman.” 
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fftidhcptitf t Temple of iteir .•! Buhari 



Di'ir el Bahtiri The author and photographer stands in the Second Court, before 

the Second Ramp tending to the Upper Colonnade and Terrace with the standing 
statues. Through the opening Hex the Upper Court that ftrwpv its cofannatte and 

the Sanctuary, 

Of the first pair ol' obelisks she creeled at Karnak, one si ill stands and the olhcr lies beside 
the Sacred Lake. In tact, she erected four obelisks at Kamak, iliough die ocher two have since 
vanished. The one still standing was protected, ironic alls' by a wall creeled by Thothrrwsc III, 
in his vengeance. <o hide it from view and this protected it through his rampage and that of the 
Amarna Revolution. Nevertheless, together, these structures tell us of her accomplishments.. 
More importantly, organisational dynamics, building construction, rosped for the gods and 
her father, us well as loyally and firm reliance on key males in the Kingdom., are all significant 
factors I hat contributed lo her successes. 

MaKhepsut. Maal-Ka-Ra, was the daughter of Thuemose I. This King had lour children. 
Stcindorffand Seclc (1971- 3ti] identified them as; '‘(wo sons, Wadjmosc and Amenmosc, and 
two daughters Hatshepsut and Ncfrubity.” However, only one survived. Tuthmose I was the 
son of A men hole p E and grandson of Ahmose I or Aahmes. Therefore. ihe young queen was 
considered the only legitimate survivor of the old line of Theban Princes who cupelled the 
llyksos invaders from Egypt KemetTim i. 

Signi heartily, siie wels also the great-granddaughter ofQuecn Aulimes-Ncferliiri. A port rail of 
the remarkable Queen Aahmes-Ncfertari is displayed in ihe liriiish Museum. This depict ion 
shows die black complexEoned beauty wearing the Queen Mother Crown, Her dress, the 
fashion of thu times.. is probably the uli rliu.st representational use of' the red. white and blue 
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Frederick 

tricolor. To show afEiriily arid kinship with the great ancestress ofllic Eiuhleerilh Dynasty, 
worked in Hatshepsul's favor and contributed to her successes. 



Deir ef Bafigri !6. Pillars of the Middle Colonnade. 



Dvir d Bohan 17. Edith picture of northern half of Loner Cofonnode mklptc- 

ret ort.-ifnii ttfm. 


Kow. i.\m purpose 1 ul'tliis nan of the essay is to discuss aspects of the life and influence of this 
able female Pharaoh, who challenged male supremacy and left indelible impressions on the 
human, physical and historical landscape of Egypt. En addition, her architectural, diplomatic 
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ffotshepsut's Twpfc at DeireJ Bahari 

and foreign Tolitlhnis accomplishments as well as her associations with significant mules in 
the kingdom will be examined. Further, an effective list of bibliographic references relating 
to the queen is supplied to encourage further research on her life and times. The Hie of her 
architect Senmul will also be included in the nexl part, 

To acquire a clear understanding of Hatshcpsut and her fortunes, a number of factors must he 
considered in the equation, The principal opponents to the throne did not have as illustrious 
a heritage aft the Queen. According to Breasted (1909:. .267) “Thulmose 11 was the son of a 
Princess Murtnofrct; while the other, Thutmosc 1II had been bom to the king by an obscure 
concubine named his. ?> In these respects, the queen had a natural right as successor to her 
father, Thutmosc I. However, F.gypl had a patrilineal system of succession (From father to 
son), Yet, this was nevertheless dependent on certain divine traits transmitted through the 
female line, that many, particularly Dr. Cheikh Anta Diop argue is really lriatrilideal. 


Commenting on the issue of succession in the New Kingdom, Trigger, et-al (19E9: 219} have 
argued it was: ^rapid and automatic, and practice reveals a general agreement that the heir 
in order of preference, should be son of the chief queen, or of a lesser queen, or husband of a 
chief queen’s daughter.'’ This arrangement of mafe preference is what Haishupsui challenged 
in choosing to rule. Still, in a way, though challenging the accepted order, she nevertheless 
reinforced the system of kingship by ruling as King, not Queen, of Egypt or ancient Kemet. 



miauw^i) mx rraaciBC* oua, 
fFro® HnruftW'A DtO-LT-ffiafton.) 


Illustration 17, Measuring the precious gum. {From Marietta's Deirei Bahari.) 

However, and notwithstanding, as Thutmosc I grew older, he called together the great nobles 
of the land. The old king informed these defenders of the monarchical system, the lords of 
the court, that Hatshepsut would become ruler in his name, In this regard. Breasted (1909i 
273) is quoted as saying: “Thutmosc I told the assembled body ‘ye shall proclaim her word, ye 
shall he. 1 united at her Lcmim.irid. He who chilli do her homage shall Nl:, h^ who shall s|>i;ak 
evil in blasphemy of her majesty shall die,'*' 
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t'rederkk tfmutwson 

Alexander Morel in Kings and Gods of F.g_ypl, translated by Madame Morel ([">12: 23-24} 
purs she king’s words boss in ihc statement: "This, my Living daughter, Khnoumit-Amon 
Elatshep.dlu, 1 place Lit my seat: L set her on my throne. Behold! She sits upoit my throne: 
she makes her words heard in all parts of the palace: verily, she guides you. Hearken to her 
words and submit yourselves Lo Iter commands. He who adores her, behold! He shall live. 
He who speaks evil against Her Majesty, behold! fie shall die. Lot ale iIilmo who hearken Hr 
her and with their whole hearts accept the name of Her Majesty come, even now, to proclaim 
her Queen beside me. Verily! This daughter of die gods is divine, and the gods fight for her 
and shed their fluid [of life] upon her neck every day, as was ordained by her I'm her the Lord 
of the gods.” 




1 . 


Dvir el Bakiiri IX. Looking out fntrn the Temple beyond the First Conn and first 
and second Security Stations and the parking sites far hmes. 
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ffudhcptitf t Tt'mpfe of JPeir e-l ffaharj 



Deif el Bazars i<i Illustratedpillar* with <j back wall at} the Middle Colonnade. 

Yet. the King knew the opposition and intrigues die would face. A Iter this elevated recognition 
she ton red the land with her lather where she learned ndmimst native procedures, and duties 
and responsibilities of the Pharaoh. The respect she felt for Thutmose I became enshrined in 
her architect ural projects, Such action on her pari caused the people to love her. As a result, 
Hatshepsut became an able administrator who repaired the temples left in disarray, created 
civil projects, encouraged learning and cream icy and pui-sued trade relations with neighboring 
slates, 

Hutshepsut's apprenticeship with her father served her well The young Queen continued his 
aggressive foreign policy. She pacified Nubia and established contact with the lands north of 
F.gypt, As was customary, she married Thiitmose I I, the expected heir, and had ji girl child hy 
him, Soon he diet! At thru time women could only legitimize the heir or pharaoh, bill not rule 
in their stead. Vet, she became co-regent wiLli her half-brother Thulmost- [El. I{qwe-ver, her 
party of influential and powerful followers soon thrust him aside and she assumed complete 
control over Egypt. With Lhis, Bratton (196& 196-97) notes, she lock the title: "‘Chief Spouse 
of A moo, the Mighty One, the I. cirri of l-'asi and West, the Good Goddess, ihe Pious Lady, 
the Beautiful falcon in her K isings. the Kmg of Upper mid Lower tgypt, the Daughter of Ra, 
Khnumil-Amcm-I latshepsut.” Nobles and Other well wishers Spon addressed Lhe beautiful 
ruler us Her Majesty Himself* Queen Halshcpstsi. 

Rogers has supplied a vivid bul brief biography of Halshepsul. In his account (I, 3972; 47}, 
we are told. "She donned male garb, changed her name from Hatshepsitu to Hatshepsut. its 
male equivalent, and announced I hat she was of Divine Birth. Her father, she claimed whs 
not Thutmose L but the great God Amen himself S' lie latter appeared to her mother in a 
flood of light and perfume.” These events became a significant turning point in her career. It 
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influenced all future relationsh ips and provided a stirl of justification Jiir her efforts lo plncaLe 
the gods, all aided by a party of influential and loyal individuals. 



Detrei Rtthuri 20 More fflwxfmfedpifitirs in /uv rmv.-, rpp the' Middle Colonnade. 



Deir cl Bahtin 21. Second Security past before the Bus! Court, and First Ramp 
with Lower, Middle and Upper Colonnades visible 


Her party of principal backets comprised a close and powerful group of nobles who held key 
administrative positions in the state. The closest and most favored was Senmut, her architect. 
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who built the Heir ul-Ouhri Temple, lie was the Tutor (if her daughter Prince fcs Ncfru-Re, 
a firm supporter, who held many important positions of power. She made him V|mister ot’ 
Finance, Minister of Works, I Hereditary Prince and Count, Conductor of Festival s, Overseer of 
the Garden of Annin, and so on. Some scholars believe, writes Karr i t I9K0’ ■6) he may have 
held "no fewer titan 40 titles’' altogether. Even more so, others think lie was intimate with her 
due iti the closeness of their relationship. One particular writer, 1 lofosort t I9ft7: I S.'S) bases this 
view on a scene at Deir cl-Bahari and suggests: "In the center of the second terrace, enter the 
inner rooms used for the mortuary offerings. In two small dark ‘cupboards’, use a torch on 
the side walls to see a small carved image of a man with his name,. Senmui, in hieroglyphs; 
he was Hatshepsul's chief advisor and treasurer, and some say, her lover,” 

['he other members of his. party who supported the Queen were NehsL the Chancellor and 
leader of the expedition ui Punt. IE in efforts, immortalized! tier diplomatically in establishing 
trade and other familial relations with inner Africa Thutiy and Thulnofrc were treasurers of 
the North and South Kingdoms. Puyemre was the Second Prophet of Am on, Lord of Thebes. 
Hapusencb was Vizier or Prime Minister, the C hief Administrative Officer in the land. 
Ineby was her Viceroy to Nubia, an important post in bgypto-other African states affairs. 
Dewaemhen waatlie First I tumid and Tetyen.ru was a Scribe. These individuals supported her 
and tied their fortunes to hers. When she was succeeded or deposed by Thutmosc Ell. aficr 
a reign of nearly two decades, his wrath foil upon them for delay ing his rise or ascension to 
the Throne of Fgypt Kernel- Thutmosc 111 later destroyed or defaced the Queens' name and 
monuments and those of her followers. 



Deir el Bubari 22. Ramp to she Middle Colonnade and Second Coat s shows round 
column .v framed hv square pillars an the south side of she Lower Colonnade. The 
same appears on she north side, though these ore badly destroyed 
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Deir ef Bahtin 23. Sulen Bat title above Ra designation in cartouche. 

Some scholar-: tenet lo dceiy the early 18th Dynasty assertiveness as a lime, according to Lcsko 
(]%7: 114) of "vainglory" as it related to Senmui. die Queen’s favorite. Tilts noble boasted 
of his numerous titles Elm! Lhe power lie wielded- The ■Queen, on (he Other hand, as principal 
figure in die kingdom- was no less prolific in lofty descriptions of licr divine person. She 
is slum]] styling herself, says Steimiorfand Suclc (1971: 41) as: "exceedingly good lo look 
upon, with the form and spirit of a god. a beautiful maiden, fresh, serene of nature, altogether 
divine." 

in her youthful and serene beauty, as indicated, when appointed co-Regent with her father 
she journeyed with him on inspections around the country. On these occasions, Sleindorf 
and Scetc il^l: 41) add further, all ihc gods "came to her." "I licsc divinities included: 
“Hathor of Thebe.it. Wad jet of Bum, Antuu. Lord of ECamak. Amun of Hel iopolis, Monlu 
[ihe god of war] I ord of Thebes, in fact, all the gods of Upper and Lower Fgypt promising 
her protection and good fort Line for her reign if she would in future years dedicate herself to 
Lite gods and the temples." Maybe, this promise was Che driving force belli nit I lalshcpsul's 
grand strategy to legitimize her n.ilc of Egypt The assertive Maat-Ka-Ra erected temples, 
repaired and restored sanctuaries and re-established cult worship in many centers. She also 
undertook social reform projects to cause the people to disregard the fact she was a woman, 
The female Pharaoh entrusted ihe government of the state to able administrators. Together, 
Lltcy helped to maintain the high level of accomplishments flgypi had experienced from Lhc 
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start of the XVIillh Dynasty. With lilt.- exception of Lhc Nubian expedition, mi lilurily her 
reign was relatively calm, a necessity for a nation to create social infrastructure designed io 
improve tire lot of its people. Site is credited with pursuing trade and diplomatic relations 
with her cousins lo the south of Egypt, in the land of Punt. 



Dcir i'i Bahari 24 . Bart of Satan Bat litiriffTulhma.se Hi, Men Khepper Ra. 



Deir el Bahuri 25. Square piikir m the Hathor Shrine depleting hawk wettring. the 
Dnuhh" Craw ft with Disk and swinging maeux holding; ankii over head and hiwim ' 

below. 

Economic prosperity at tended the land during her reign since there was minimal expenditure 
for military ventures. The expedition to Punt was indeed a successful economic and diplomatic 
enterprise. Even more so. A Id red (1987; I4 l 7> praises, ii as; “the firsi known example of an 
anthropological study of an alien culture, with tts record of flora and fauna of the region, the 
human types, their physique, dress and habitations.” 

51 

https ://twitter. com/per medjat 


ateriat 







http://www.facebook.com/groups/per.medjat - http://www.facebook.com/per.medjat 


E fu.v wimii’h reign added more creative foil Lurch, purlieu. Id My the entrouragcftiem ofinLellrLlLiul 
development, blsewherc. A Id red fl^KO: 15-0 h 'points oul: “Graffiti disclose that the Slcp- 
Py ram id of Dioscr, besides oilier famous monuments, was being visaed by learned scribes as 
early as the reign of Amcnophis I, and ihis studv was increased wilh intensity' during the reign 
of Hatshepsur. 1 ' This revelation therefore credits her with the cultivation of learning in diverse 
hrauLbus of knowledge adding to her Mature of be i ng tn 'ant-garde ill urLhileUural, theological 
and philosophical crcalivily. In addition, aUJcnj Hasan in Middle tgy pt, Hatshcpsut erected 
a iock-cm chapel, she ancient Greeks called Speos Artemidos. This small temple, wroie 
Murnjtnc (IQJQ: IS7) L was dedicated io P&khei. “She who scratches" jl lion-guddess ok ihc 
district. Wilson mentions inscriptions also let! by Hatslicpsul at Beni Hasan, as part of her 
eflims of restoration following the rule of she Nvksors Kings of ilw Second Intermediate 
Period. 



liiuMfutkm Itt. Heralding the approach of she Oireen. 

The Queen has here preserved a most important historical reference to the rule of the Hyksos 
in Fgvpl. Wilson (1959: 160) quotes her tin saying: ‘ I have restored Lhal which had been 
nnned. 1 have raised up I again) that which had formerly gone to pieces, smcc the Asiatics 
were in the midst of Avaris of the Delta, and vagabonds were in their midsL, L^-ertbrowing 
what had been made, fort hey ruled without Re and Ik did not act by divine command down 
to it Ik? reign of) my majesty. [ have made distant those whom the guds abominate, and earth 
has carried off their foot (prims).” 

This is a sjignificanL dinrumeril pertaining to the time of Hyksos rule that she Queen has 
preserved for us The only other inscription for that period comes from ihc Nineteenth 
Dynasty. More popular, it tells the famous story of the 1 lyksos King Apopliis' arrogant letter 
io the Thebans complaining that their Hippos, wading in the Nile, were disturbing his sleep 
at nights, though he was hundreds of mites to the north. So disturbing was ill is provocative 
Statement Lhal the Theban princes galvanised ilieir m Hilary efforl and began Lise revolutionary 
wan hat ended with the expulsion of ihc Hyksos and format ion of the mill Dynasty and New 
Kingdom, by Aaltmone [. 
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Deir l 1 / Buhari 16. Jim hej ore ifm Fir.il Ramp, square pillars fmttt round columns 
of the southern half of the Lower ('olonnade with the Second Ramp pp ul Middle anti 

Upper Colonnades visible. 
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Di'ir el Bahari 27. Northern half of the Middle Colonnade showing front and tear 

use of pillars. 

TEieie are several other projects she initiated. En addition to the Sinai mines, which she 
«pk>ilcd from lhe fifth year of her reign, several buildings and repair projects were also 
undertaken. She built a temple at Bhutan in Nubia, later enlarged by Thumtose 111. Here 
;l Middle Kingdom liirltuss stood and commercial enterprise was cultivated with interior 
Africa. Bratton HQfrS: 27?) believes: "the unusual features of this temple is the colonnade 
which has alternating square pillars and round columns. The inner courts are decorated with 
polychrome ml refs and many of the paintings have retained their original color." This pillar 
and column alternation found its greatest success at Dexheru Dexfirer, the "holy of'holies", 
“Deir el Ruhari or Lhe “Northern Monastery', so u anted by Egyptian Christians in Lhe 
Seventh Century of our era. 

Halsheps.nl built lhe small chapcf in ihc northwest corner of the Court of Raineses II at the 
Luxor Temple of A men hot ep [EL Jusl opposite the Abu Elaggag Mosque, lhe small chapel 
that's wrongful ty credited to Tuthmosc III was dedicated io ihc Theban Triad of Amaru. Mm 
and Khonsu, The queen also built a Festival Temple at Mcdiucf Habu. later glorified by 
Raineses 3ir> Mortuary Temple. She erected a shrine a! Karriak for the Sacred Burk. Shu 
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constructed llu.-1 light Pylon at Kamak, linking that temple with tin: temple n.sf NTllL Us the south, 
This edifice has a strange history. 

I he Eight Pylon, built by Hatshcpsut, is considered one of the oldest structures at Kamak 
Temple. Mokhtar (ND: 38) tells lls.: “Thuimose III wiped out the name of Hatshepsut to take 
revenge on her lor depriving him of the throne when lie was young, and instead wrote his 
name. Then came Afcheuaton.; he wiped out the name of (Lie God Amon-Ra and inscribed 
the name of Atom, God of the Sun. Thermal ter came Soli [ of the XIX Dynasty: ha w iped out 
the name of Akhcnaton and the God Aton and replaced them with his name and the name ef 
the God Am on* 

Still Hatshepsufs most overwhelming project at Karnak was the erection of two rose granite 
obelisks, quarried si! Aswan, by her architect Senmui in the 1i fleam h year yl her reign. This, 
like all her major architectural undertakings were in honor of Amur, underscoring her deep 
religiosity and remembering the divinities’ admonition when they "came to her.' 1 The Queen 
tells us, says Bratton {1968: 198) L 1 sal in the Palace I remembered him who fashioned me: my 
heart led me to make for him two obelisks ofelectrum, whose points mingled with heaven.” 

It took Senmut seven months to quarry, transport and erect them in the "colonnaded Hall of 
Lhe Kamak Temple’ wrote Bratton {1968: 198) “Where Tulhmuse 111 had been named, king 
by the Am on oracle Senmut hud the roof of the temple removed in order to accommodate 
the obelisk. The one m place stands 97 1/2 feet high, contains one hundred and eighty cubic 
yards of granite and weighs 350 tons.” Steindorff and Seek tdls us (1971; 43) "Tin; points of 
the obelisk were covered with gold in order that they might be seen on bolh sides of the river, 
and their fays inundated the two lands whenever Lhe sun mse between, them, iusl as it appears 
i n the horizon of heaven.” 



iHIKtMMllJlIR (Ik 4«tn IIJTARU. 
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tliustratioH 19. Throne-Chair of Queen Hatasu. 
(Frttm a photograph of tin 1 original in the British Xhsxeitm.J 
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In fact, HiUslicpsiit actually true Led four obelisks ill Karnak, but two have van i shed Over Lhe 
years, while the apex o-f one lies one hundred feet away, in front of the "‘Coca Cola Temple"* 
beside the Sacred Lake. Sc ill, there were other structures at Karnak that attest to her work 
in praise of the gods, On (he other side of the “Holy of I folies", Steindorff and Seek (1971; 
165) explain; "is a group of rooms built and decorated by Queen HatsJiepsLLt.' < In addition, 
Sceindprrand Seek (1971: Ififi) eominued regarding the location behind I be Sanctuary: “Hast 
of the festival hall and backing the outer stone inclosure wall of the main temple precinct 
is a somewhat mysterious sanctuary which appears to have been begun by Halsliepsui and 
completed by Tuthmose III. It faces lowaid the ca$L ids ch icf features were a ch;i pel conlaini ng 
the seated figures of the royal couple, the whole carved from a single gigantic block of 
nlahasLer, n rim of si a Osi ride or jubilee statues of Lhe king, and, flanking the north and south 
ends of the structure, a pair of red granite obelisks (now fallen) of the queen,"* 

l be lady was extremely busy and she encouraged ritual worship of the gods. Thtis. the people, 
of her ancient Nile Valley country. Kernel, saw only her good works, respect lor the people, ihe 
land and the gods. These actions were how she legitimized her reign and further consolidated 
her power base, Now firmly in charge, she took the title that reflected her supremacy in the 
kingdom. She now became: "King of the North and South, Ka-Ma-Ra; the Homs of Gold; 
Bcstower of Years; Ruler of All Lands; Vivifier of Hearts; Chief Spouse of Amen; the Mighty 
One.” 



umi IJIUL* LT or BATA3D. 


Illustration 20. Little Cabinet ofHatasu. 

However, Hatshepsut’s and seemingly most lasting achievement \us ihu uonstmelion 

of Deir el-B atari, which Steindorff and Scclc (1970; 170) reported was styled "Splendid arc 
the Splendors of Amon.” Breasted recounts its description as "a great shrine of ebony of 
Nubia; the stairs beneath it, high and wide, of pure alabaster of Hat Nub" Even further 
been called: “A palace of the god, wrought with gold and silver, it illuminated the faces (of 
people) wiih its brightness." 

Located at Thebes, in Upper Egypt, this wonderful structure was patterned after the 
nearby Temple of Mentuhotcp II, built 500 years earlier, during the Middle Kingdom. Her 
magnificent Mortuary Temple against die western cliffs, was unique. Bratton (1968: 194) 
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believes lliu: ‘“appeal of thin structure derives from beauty prime, unity and coherence rather 
than massiveness. lo build (Ins temple at the base of a mountainous wall of nock required 
nothing short of genius, lor the jnagmfioent background of the awesome clitTs could easily 
haw been the architect's downfall. Such a backdrop could well have dwarfed the temple 
into insignificance and the attempt to compete with the beautiful natural setting was an 
invitation to disaster, The fii/a pyramid* compel our admiration because of their contrast to 
the flat desert, stretching endlessly at their base. But at Ddr d Bahari the builder saw that 
pylons, obelisks, and gigantic papyrus columns could only have die effect of a dog barking 
at a lion, He w isely avoided any attempt at height and erected a structure which emphasise:.! 
horizontal lines, knowing that only such an arrangement could survive on the background of 
the overwhelming cliff.” 

This temple, greater that her ancestor Mentu hotep’s, the tunnel and a tomb in the Valley of the 
Kings as opposed to one in the Valley of rhe Queens, are some of the factors that maligned 
her name with Ttmtmose III and other critical Pharaohs. 



fh-sr <*1 fiofxirf 2&. Northern half of the Middle Colonnade showing the rear row of 

pillars against Utc back nail. 
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Deir d Bahari 29, View of the. heads of two standing Osiride Figures of the 
Queen on the Upper Colonnade ur Upper Terrace. Here, piihtn front Proto-Dorse 

columns, 

^ignificuntly, lHlj Abvdax Tilhici was tioI hind lo lic-r name arid memory. The Abydos Temple 
was begun by Seta 1 and completed by his son. Hainc&cs II The Corridor of Kings, an cast 
wing appendage of the A bod os, Temple contains a list of 76 cartouches of Kings of Egypt 
from Menus lo Seti 3, Five of ihe cartouches are blank due to some perceived iransgression 
of the kingship of Egypt Kentec by tltclr owners. The rulers whose cartouches arc blank 
include I latshepHuL and Akkuna Lon. theXVIfTlh Dynasty religious reformer, together with his 
immediate successors. Sunni k arc. Tutaukhamon and Aye. While these I alter Pharaohs were 
proscribed for their association with the Amarna heresy against A mao. King of the Gods, 
Halshepsut’s sin was daring to n.ilg as Pharaoh, dressing as a man. wearing a false beard, 
planning to construct the tunnel and building the tomb in the Valley of die Kings. Site also 
built Li temple greater than her ancestor Mentuhoiep, 

Gaston Vlaspem. LI Frenchman in charge of the Cairo Museum at llle end of the Ninaleertlh 
Century, is responsible for setting up many of the display cards of the exhibit, Sonic of his 
pranouncemenis on several of the displays are extremely controversial. One such statement was 
a description of Mahepcra. a 19 ,h Dynasty nobleman. Based on his Black features represented, 
on the Muhepera Papyrus, Maspero thought him "Negroid bul not Negro." Nevertheless, this 
scholar did extensive excavation amt writing on the subject of ancient Egyptian culture, lie 
provided interesting information on Egyptian temple construction 

Certain ceremonies were practiced when building a lemrlc, At the start of construction of 
a new temple or rebuilding of an old one, it was customary, says Maspero (1926: 54-5.5) tor 
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builders to: "plact: deposits under the foundation consisting c 1 1' s-mui 11 square!* of the building 
materials and samples of the tools employed Also, a number of amulets, which were probably 
mtefided to secure by magic the safely of the temple. Next, the name of the royal founder 
was inscribed on ihc spot Tools and other objects of the foundation deposits wore placed in 
a layer of clean sand.*’ Maspero fl92b: 55)says further: "Among the glazed objects found in 
this deposit were sea mbs, plaques, models rtf offerings, besides many beads. The metal objecls 
include adze, knife, axe-head, hoes, and chisels, made in thin sheet copper, I here were also 
jars and cups, an ebony clamp, and a model corn-grinder.” 

At Deir el-Bahari, models of workmen’s tools were unearthed, including; "wooden centerings 
used in brick vaulting," The excavators found blue ink scarabs with Hfllshcpsufs cartouche, 
Archaeologists also found, at the western entrance of the building, according to Maspero 
(1926: 55-56) “...evidence of a ceremony customary at die foundation of the temple. An animal 
was slain and the flesh laid on a floor of clean sand over which the blood was allowed to drip; 
vessels containing unguents and wine were smashed and their contents, together with grains 
of corn, were poured into the cache in addition to the offering of flesh, tools and blood" 



Deir ei Bahari .iff. (. 'lose up of m end (~)$irktv Figwv of the Queen wearing the 
White Cmnw. with heani ami holding whip andfktlL 

as 

https://twitter. com/per medjat 



http://www.facebook. com/groups/per.medjat - http://www.facebook. com/per. medjat 


Vrtderkk Wwic/'wfi 



Derr el fiahmi ,J f Haihor He ad. figure wearing female face, rows ears and ut'th 

cuts ending braids of bn tr¬ 


ibe ground plan of ilie temple showed several innovative features, These designs made it a 
magn Ulceus work ofarchilectute that endured Hi rough Hie years. Oriented si ightly south-east 
to north-west, is had an uncompleted Valley Temple at the rivers edge In this regard. Haag 
(19&7: 240) has written: "From tills Semple ran a promenade lined with sphinxes to the Lower 
Terrauc. a -cone of transition between the pm lime and the snored This was u garden with 
myrrh trees and fountains, as though a foretaste of that which endures in the desert of the other 
world. A patr of lion s ( ilia left-hand one survives) stood at Hie bottom of the ramp leading up 
to the Middle Terrace and another pair (1 he right-hand one survives) stood at the top. These 
were at once guardians of the temple and witnesses to the rising sun. proof of rebirth." 

Colonnades and pillars to the north and south of the lower ramp, at the western end of the lower 
platform were decorated w i Lh ml id’s of the Ljueen. The Queen is shown with fulhimixe 111, her 
Co-Regent at the time of its building, whose name was included in the original decorations. 
Reliefs on the Northern Colonnade depict garden themes and water birds caught in nets. 
The South Colonnade tolls the story 1 of hertwo obelisks that were cul at Aswan and set up at 
Karnak. At both ends of the colonnades, Osiride statues of the Queen were placed. 
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The fif$i rainp Led l« [Tit ui.I.IL- platform 8iilL second courl. Al ilH runner a scuintl ramp ruse So 
the tipper plaifbniv The northwestern enclosure wall held a single colonnade with I ? columns, 
and behind 4 square massive pillais fating [lie cli IT to the north. Equally coo, there were 4 
undecoralcd chambers, behind Ibis I me of columns. At ihe western end of a his second court 
beyond the square p;. liars reliefs depict lier ’‘Divine Birth” to the north and "Turn Expcd lion* 
to she south, Al the northern and southern extremes of these depictions are the Anubis and 
Halhor shrines. I lie Chapel of Anubis has a hall with 12 Proto-Doric column? with simple 
capitals. 1 lore the chiselcd-out fealuies ofl latshepsut are shown with. Anubis and She Suit God 
with his wily Httthor, At the opposee end of the colonnade, the Httthor Chapel has two halls 
with 8 pillars and IK columns iti the outer hall. There arc 4 columns at the Halhor I’ortieo 
and 12 columns in the inner hall, Two arkliliottal columns are in the SShcluary urea. These 
areas suffered both from the destructive forces of Tuthmosc Ill's vengeance and from the 
lime of the Aklmaton heresy. Here, notes I laag <1987: 242). 1 Satshepsut: “meets A mini, she 
Suckles, generating milt from Halhor, and above a recess in shy left wall she jind Tulhmosis I fl 
are shown kneeling, site to the left with an offering of m Ik. he to the right with wine. Also 
within ill is. chamber, hi n lil tie alcove tin the right anti towards the floor, is a figure of Sen rut. 
H al shcpsul’s fa vortie.'' 
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Deir el Bahari 32 Httthor head columns in the Hathor Shrine. He tv faw uraei 
reskie it a shrine above the Goddem: 'j head. 
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Deir i?/ Bahari 3£ Visitors admire pillar and column in the Hathor Shrine. Some 
i -t damns are smooth though det runted and other* are Pmai-Doric -with sixteen 

sides. 

Hetween the two chape Is, the Birlh Colonnade to the north and llie Punt Colonnade Lo Ihe south 
art: two rows of square pillars. Haag lias again w r itten f]9&7. 24tt) * L On the walls of die ESirtli 
Colonnade i mirth) are relid's depicting HalshepHufs divine pnrenlnge: Amiin has assumed the 
form of her father who sits facing Ahmosis, her mother, on a couch The couple gazes al one 
another, their knees touching in a scene ac once conventional and reserved and yet sensitively 
conveying their ardor- The Queen is Eed to the birth chamber, accompanied by strange deities, 
a smite of suffering and delight playing on her lips. The child, conventionally show n asa boy. 
is fashioned by Khmim on bis poller's wheel, and nisei iLs ha. Just as Tuthmswis HI justified 
Ills claim to the throne with the story of Aimin's selection of him at the Temple of Karnak, so 
these reliefs serve the same purpose lor I laLshepSuL." 

The Pmn Colonnade depicts the expedit ion to Punt on the coast of Somal iland. Some books 
now say i h iis In nd is i n !7< h to pi a Fu rt her, Haag 11987: 241) tel I s us of t he bourn y of t he voyage, 
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as the ships return to Thebes: “very heavily wilh marvels nflhe Ltiunlry ul’Puiil; alt goodly 
fragrant woods of god's land, heaps of myrrh resin, of green myrrh trees, with ebony and 
pure ivory, with green gold of Emu, with cinnamon wood, with incense, eye cosmetic, with 
baboons, monkeys, do ex wiih skins of the southern pnniber. wiih natives and their children, 
Never was the like of I his brought for any pharaoh who has been since the beginning.’' 


The Second Kamp led to the Upper Platform, A Polish Expeditionary team has long been 
restoring tliis area. Previously closed to the public, it is now Open to visitors. Two colonnade;; 
of 22 each alternating Ib-sidcd Proto-Doric columns behind and square pillars with Osiride 
figures of the Queen are met at lire ramp’s entraneeway on the Upper Terrace. Most of these 
O stride Figures have been destroyed Nearly half u dozen have been restored and the buses 
of many arc evident. A granite doorway gives access to the colonnaded Upper Court, 



Bair L-t Bubiii'f 34. Pmio-Dttric and rttittni atiumm in ihe Huihar Shrine. 
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Deir d Bohan 35. Looking otti at the mo kind* of eofumtis and the nqmre pillars 

of the ! tiiihor Shrine. 

Maspero (1926: 100) has written of the area of the main court: Lt .. .on cite left, is the covered 
court where sacrifices were offered to the deceased queen, and cm the right is another court, 
in which stands the altar, one of the very few found in situ in Egypt. It is rectangular, made 
of fine limestone, and measures 1ft feet by 13 feet, A flight often steps on the western side 
leads to the top, which is 5 feet above the pavement, and surmounted by a heavy cornice." 

I he Upper Platform Court is surrounded by a now roofless hyposlylc colonnade consisting of 
I0H columns that enclose the Court from four sides. There are 2 raws of 14 to the front and 4 
to the rear or east and west. 1 lieu there arc 3 rows of 4 each, north and sourth of light and left, 
Thus, the Court is encircled by LOS columns. Off to the left is the Sanctuary of Halshepsut. 
In the opposite direction on the righl is the Sanctuary erf 1 he Sun God Ra-Hontkhty, To the 
western end of the upper platform and abutting the face of the cliff is a row of 18 niches with 
O si ride statue* or the queen. Hewn into the overhead cliff, in the n or t hxvc.Hl mid south west 

arc two chapels of Annin. 

I'he beauty of ihc temple and success of the architect lies in his alternation of architectural 
features making this structure unique. So much so that in approaching the functional temple, 
ancients saw couchant lions, sandstone sphinses, Qsi ride statue* of the Pharaoh, and numerous 
pillars and columns. A Id red (1987: lft4> mentions: '‘Over 20tJ statues in various stones of 
different si^us were furnished for the temple precincts.” 

Even today, 3500 years later the aura of its majesty still mystifies. The temple supplies a view 
of mystique and wonderment evident to both ancient and modern visitors Smith sums it up 
best when he writes (1959) Deir eHBaliari: “combines a broad feeling of openness of space 
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wiLha nicety of sirelaileetural detail. This (inly uraduallv becomes apparent as erne approach 
into the individual parts." 

The beautiful lady, Hatshcpsub Maat-Ka-Ra, is today n source of inspiration to alt women, 
This is especially so feu die woman of African descent What hfatshepsut represented is a 
constant reminder to modern African women of what can he accomplished with mind, daring, 
beauty and char in fhese traits seem to enhance delegation of authority, administrative 
abilities arid respect and adoration of the Gods lis well an tin. - people. 



ISIS 

https://twitter.com/per_medjat 


http://www.facebook. com/groups/per.medjat - http://www.facebook. com/per. medjat 


ffnahcpsitf t Ti'mpfe &t ite'ir .•! ffuftari 



Deir cf Bahai 1 ! 57. Coluitrfts, of ific Htitkor Shfitit? afiO'n itig ivxtoraUoti. 
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Dt'ir el IStdniri $ 8 . Defat erf figures, probably (Joels 11 hn could haw. hevn tiefae'ed 

during she Atnarna heresy. 
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Deir et Bahuti Defacedfigtttv of the Queen found in the Upper Court. 

In any clastic love story there is equally the case of the male, sometimes as equally wonderful. 
This must be told linr it completes, the pie(Ltn: nfhow people lived in other times and what the 
African ancestors did and how they felt. I lie good side of their experiences can always have 
something that can teach and edify us. Of course, the had side also can let lis learn how to 
avoid such similar debacles. Nevertheless, we must continue to make the link with aneieut 
Africa and teach our people, for this is a powerful legacy that the ancestors have left us, 
Remember undent Africans were the originators of science, technology, medicine, art arid 
architecture, astronomy, quarrying and working in stone, religious belief and practice, and a 
whole Jot of other fields of knowledge. This is why the Afroceiitrists argue, particularly Dr. 
Diop., the history of Africa will he meaningless unless ii is incorporated wilh ihm of ancient 
Egypt Kernel. [his. ys essent ia I to the proper effort of African historiograph ic necon&tr uct ion. 
Dr. Dinp also said. African scholars who refuse to link Egypt to Africa arc either neurotics in- 
educated fwls- QurwOffc isLui ;.>nl li>r us because the European world is v tgdmusly dcfunding 
Egypt as their cultural legacy. This is sec these moderns argue, because their capitals are 
inundated wilh museums and other collections of ancient African artifacts acquired in the 
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age of imperialism [fail was rurt si in pi v politied! social, iinJ economic hul also intellectual 
Now! 


Nevertheless, whoever suggested that behind every successful man is a woman probably never 
suspected behind the earliest successful, woman there were several mere particularly a man 
named Senmut? This siippM>rt is paniculariy important today, as the African woman struggles 
upward and yet cannot yet that true African man to stand with and respect her, tor whatever 
reason. This partnership is important. It is the potent coropliTnerttarify of the African male 
female principles. In Theban theology, the Sun and Earth as husband and wife and ihc Moon 
as sun lot mod a successful hind Without one. there ss 1:0 otnci! 



Delr el Bakun 40. The Queen, in Blue ttr War Cnnvn. makes a Presentation o f 
contrite heart, probably, to deities of the Temple. 
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By Frederick Mgsdkrsos 

Scnmut was an Egyptian nobleman who Iiveil during Lhe ruiiari of Queen I latshepsut in 
the XVIII Dynasty, about 14^0-1470 B.C.t, He came from a poor family as (old by Pci he 
(1923: 471 but luck, intelligence, Jbrt Line and tiaid woik helped him reach, the top in (he early 
Nile Valley culture experience. The ancient records indicate. His family history was l tki| 
in writing. 1 H*s lowly background or humble beginnings is surmised from lhe in-elaborate 
lurnb he built for his family. Sdine scholar!, think Seninut was a scribe. Others, as A hired 
0962: 252) believe he was a general in the army of the Queens father Tliutmosc I, and this 
background was helpful to both parties. He notes: *1 latshcpsut loved Sier father who made 
her co-regent wilh Thul mono II. Si ill, the old king was aware 1h»1 she won Id have political 
and social difficulties n the male dominated world of the pharaohs. Possbty, Thiitnicfte 1 may 
have advised Her alliance with "strung males' in the kingdom. Therefore, lier dose align men 
wiih Senrnut and other principal male figures during the era of her dominance in the nation’s 
political I :lie, was inguahly, shrewd policy.” 

This part of the essay attempts to sketch some aspects of the life and seeks to identify the 
works of n great African who helped an assertive Queen Hold lhe* reigns of power ir a male 
dommated world. He rema i ucd he r si rouges? a] ly and su pportcr du r i ug the esc 111 ng years of 
leroj lc daring arid arelii led oral and artist ie creaHivily. With his help she u nl ■■ a n v cu a nation, 
mystified commentators over the centuries and mol ivated modern women wanting to be like 
the "Fil'd Queen." In addition, some of the more significant references are included in this 
piece id encourage further research particularly by young wriicrs and scholars. 

At a very young age, the i|ueen married Thutmose 11, as was customary. At that time, 
according to Win Sock (IV2JS: 47) "to look upon her was more beautiful than anything:; her 
splendor and tier lorn? were divme: she wav a maiden, beautiful and blooming.” At that time. 
Win lock 1furl her indicates she was sly fed: “The Great Princess favored with charm, 
Mistress of all Lands. Royal Daughter and Sister. Great Royal Wife, Lady of the Two Lands, 

i [alshcpKiJl.'' 
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fh’ir e( B<dhtri 42. SMI another figure of the Queen that hate suffered some farm of 

danmge. 
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Deir ei Bahart 43. Beside the Huthor Shrine, boats and individuate create an air of 

excitement, anxiety anti gaiety. 


E lei marriage to Thutmose I [ produced a girl child named Nefru-te. When Thutmose I [ died, 
she pushed aside young Thutmosc 111 her stepbrother and co-rcgcrt, ihc natural heir, She 
made herself ruler of all Egypt. Shortly after site claimed to be the Soil of the tiod Amun 
and declared herself “King of Upper and l .uwer EgyptMany people believed Semiul was 
behind all this, since, he headed a political party with powerful individuals in ihc country 

Whatever his origins. Scnnuit or Scncnmut whose name means "mother's brother'*, and the 
I actors of his rise lo prominence in ancient Kernel, he was well liked hy Halshepaut, Ma’at-Ka- 
Ra, Many believed he was her lover! Throughout ihcirdose association, (he Queen bestowed 
cut him some 40 tides, and he became the most powerful man in the kingdom during her reign. 
I laycs 1 1959: 106) aLlrihiiles id him such Lilies as Minister of Finance, Minister of Works, 
Hereditary Prince and Count. Wearer of ihc Royal Seal, and Sole Companion. Breasted 
(1962: 350-51) listed other lilies as Great Father, Tutor of the Princess Nlefru-re, Conductor 
of Festivals. Overseer of the Garden of Amun, Chief Steward of die King. Overseer of the 
Prophet of Mojitu, Overseer of Administrative Offices and I my AVer el Priest. Win lock £1928: 
50) says this Steward of Amort, became Overseer of Actions Granaries, Storehouses, Fields, 
Cattle, and Slaves as well as Controller of the Hall of Anion, and Overseer of all the Works of 
the King in the Temple of An ion as well. Again, Winlnek 1 1928: 50-52) wrote: "’Once lie was 
firmly established in Hatshepsut's favor vat find him control I eng the wealth of the royal family 
in ihc same detailed way. Starling as High Steward! of (he two queens, Hatshepsut and her little 
daughter Nel'erure, he became in lime Controller. Overseer of All (ll’lhe Works nl'llie King; 
Superintendent of the Royal Slaves, of ihc Treasury, of the Armory, and of the Red Crown 
Cas tle. Hence it enme about not only did he boast of being Governor of the Royal Palace. 
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hul heleHs LLs- Ihal tie was. Superinlundenl ofHie Private Apartment 1 !., of Lilt Bmhroom, und of 
the Royal Bedrooms as well. I hese few, yet significant, titles indicate the tremendous power 
and influence lie came to wield during this period of female remodeling and assertiveness i]i 
the XVTlhh Dynasty.” 

Sen rout's Fame as an architect pits him among other great builders during the New Empire, 
Architects of significance were also associated with the pharaohs Amcnhotcp 191 and Thutmosc 
[[ I t»f the Eighteenth Dynasty and the Ram^sside builders Raineses [, Seti I. and. Raineses LI. 
of the Nineteenth Dynasty as well as Ramoses 111 of the Twentieth Dynasty, 

Though Scnmut built a tomb early in his adult life, at a later time he built another ore, The 
first was dug out of the hillside above the village of Sheikh Abd-eUQuma. This elaborate 
tomb (No. 71J.. huilt before he became li powerful individual in llie kingdom, writes Kunawnti 
(1981: 27) was '“decorated with scenes of the Egyptian afterlife." According to Breasted 
(1909: 2721 “Senmut employed several bright colors such as yellow, blue, red and green in its 
decoration." His family members and household helper; as well as his horse and a pet-ape, 
were buried in and around the tomb. Mertz £.1978: 46) indicates his pet horse, a mane, was 
Iwel ve-and-a-hal (-hands tils'll. 



Deir el Bahari 44. Close tip of one of the hoars with msfamfrort visible. 
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Di'iv f! Bahan 45. Measuring the Gum of Punt before being given as gifts t <r the 

Egyptians 


A Scientific American (1937) article entitled: - “'Egypt's Oldest Horse Found Buried in Huge 
Thebes Tomb” slates: "The horse was, in the time of KenniiiL a recent importation from Asia 
into Huy pi, and il is natural that anyone who Owned a horse would have prized an animal so 
spirited as compared with the lowly donkey, which up to that time had been ihc only animal 
of Hie sort in Egypt.” 

Archaeologists who found the horse wrapped m linen also discovered a saddle thought lo 
be the oklesl in the world. The pet ape, identified as a eynocephalus by Ambrose Lansing 
and William C. Hayes, leaders of the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s expedition to Thebes, 
explained llie: “animal had been carefully wrapped and buried jusL as though il were a child, 
and in the coffin had been placed a saucer of raisins. Its owner, whether Scnmut or another, 
had evidently been very fond of his pel monkey. Evidence seems to indicate both animals 
were mummified. 11 

From the site of SemnuTs first tomb, No, 71, we know the names ofhis father Ramose. The 
Worthy", and his mother, Halmifer, ’Lady of the House.' His beloved sister was Aliotcp ’The 
Justified.' Atnunhotep, a youngest brother and 1 lanno.se, a musician, with his, lute lying beside 
his coffin, were all buried here Also interred here were a young servant and an old woman 
Prophetess of the God Amun. He had another sister whose name is missing. 

Seumut had another brother. Senmcn, argued Davies, who was probably older. He too seems 
Ir have had royal children as protege, lbs charge was Sunenyuh arid probably also Nefru- 
re. Scnmcn was also buried on a very steep slope of the hi 11 at Sheikh Abu-el-Qurna, where 
Senmut was probably later interned. There was a third brother, Pairy. 
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Davies (]9t3: seems to identify Seamen with vvliat became a unique phenomenon, 

particularly m American history. His description of (his sight a( Abai-cl-Quma, is quite 
interesting, for lie states: "Higher upon, on die same hill-side, is a feature unique in the 
necropolis, a group of man. woman and child, curved out of a great boulder, ihe hack of which 
is still left In the rough.” Three thousand years later, American Presidents would be glorified 
in Lliis Mount Rushmore phenomenon, an African replica. 


% 


Deir tV Bahari 46 A Hatkor Cow on the southern waff aj Htsthor Shrine Great 
praises have been heaped on these figures for their tiriginaiify and realism. 



Deir ei Bahari 47. Another "Cow of Deir el Bahari 'being fed by the hand of a 

defaced individual 

Scnmut had several clone friends, us indicated hy Ureas Led (1962, 51: 350-fll), who helped 
the Queen consolidate her power and rule the country, t heir names were Nchsi. Chancellor, 
vf ho led the junions expedition to Punt. Thutiy and Thulnol're were Treasurers. Putemre was 
i he Second Prophet of Amun. Hapuscneh was the Vizier or Prime Minister. Inc by was the 
Viceroy of Ntibia. Dewaenheb was die first HemEd, and Teoenre. a scribe. 
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%Vh iLu SuiurLUl’» many talents amassed tremendous political, social. and religiiHjji power, his 
greatest fame seems to (.Nome from his administrative and architectural accomplishments. 
Breasted 1 1909:274) assigns to him the construction of the Queen’s architectural inastc] piece, 
the Funerary or Mortuary Temple ai Deir-cl-Bahari “1 .ocalcd on the West Bank, of the Mile ai 
Thebes, it lies near the Xlth Dyjiasty Temple of Mentuhotep tl 4 for which it served as model, 
five hundred years Later I [ere Senmut hail his second tomb. with a long sloping corridor, 
secretly dug under the Queen’s temple.” 

This tomb, styled Theban Tomb 333 by today's count, was located to the Northeast of the 
First Ramp in the First Court. This was indeed a bold move. Dorman (!$£&) describes the 
tomb as being; “entirety ruck cut and conforms to a simple, it" unorthodox, ground plan: 
three chambers laid oul sequentially rn an essentially linear con figuration to which access 
in gained. 11 


Deir el Bahari 4k, Rivhen Cartouche with mutes portly destroyed 
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Di ir ef Rahari 4*J. Right half rtf the Lower Colonnade. Although is V agreed the 
tfn+'er Colonnade comprised square pillars on the outside and round columns 
an the inside. Unfortunately, nil of the murid column* on this half of the Ltm'er 

Colonnade have hem broken. 

Such a during net by a commonerseeding to juxtapose himsd I within ihi- Mortuary Temple 
of lhe S’haraoh was unthinkable, Kecs 11477: 255-56). elaborating on such an unthinkable 
.LLt iiir a ainuiieuLT, eammenled how. equally Senruut: “dared to have ligures of himself 
canned behind the doors of the chapel-shrines, such as (he rock-shrinc of Hathor. and lo 
have a new rock-tomb cut for himself under the forecourt of the temple so that be could rest 
wilhin the ‘iiierud precincl." Hayes t1454: 107] who eve;waled his Inmh pointed out how, fj|ho 
S cnmut: "inscribed Ins name some 70 times in out of the way places in the Queen's mortuary 
temple," 

The secret tomb was unfinished and abandoned following his dawn fall in the nineteenth year 
of her rule Only one chamber with four walls had been decorated, 11 ere he placed inscriptions 
of (he Book of the Underworld. Book of the Gtilex and Book of the Dead. The potency of h is 
religious beliefs is underscored by VVinlock f 192ft: t?) who w role, the eon I cuts of these books: 
“guided the soul in the life to come when it voyaged with the sun across the ocean of the night, 
penetrated the fearsome corridors of Hades,, or cultivated Lhe Etesian fields.’" 

Another outstanding feature of Tomb 353 was it'a ceiling with one of the earliest astronomical 
churls ever Found This wus naturally, before the beautiful chart found in Seti T's tomb. Its 
signi ficance and relevance for astronomy is underscored by Winlock i I92S: 37) who wrote: “In 
Lhe center Of the northern half appears the bull-headed constellation " Meskhetiu’-aur “fi neat 
Bear” and the circumpolar star groups. Across ihc sky the twelve ancient monthly festivals 
are drawn, each as a circle w ilk its round of twenty-foui hours and below, the celestial bodies 
of the northern sky pass in procession Opposite, in the southern skies Orion stubbornly turns 
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his face uway front! the smiling Siritiis, who chases a Her him, heekoning fruitlessly year after 
year. Above I hem, in turn, come «he lists of (he dccans with the name of Hatshcp&ut herself 
introduced aimttig tEte heavenly beings." 



Deir el Bohuri 50. Visitors- gather to examine the events described id The Birth 
Colonnade tin the Middle Cuhmnade. 
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Dair ej Itahari 51. Shrine of’Amthts. Cttiimms with iinlef w hasa, Prato-Durk' 

pattern and without capital. 

Therefore, from his reposed Osirian res) this great Black umn would gaze heavenward and 
behold his beloved I3bck woman in die celestial realm. What a profound praise of African 
womanhood! We are told; this secret tomb was taler discovered, defaced and destroyed hy 
Thutmose Ill's forces. 

In addition and interestingly, its as if Sen min anticipated such a fate at the hands of his 
adversaries for the rote he played in the Queen’s, seizure of power and rule on the great 
throne. The walls of his tomb were decorated and then had plaster placed over them, Then 
he inscribed a second set of decorations. The defacement ofThutmasc Ill’s forces mutilated 
Lhc Lip layer of decorations. The plaster pnil^lctl tin: bottom layer and wilh the passage i>f 
time, as it began to peel, scholars who found the tomb came to recognize the wisdom of the 
man and his strategy. 

The Queen’s Funerary Temple at Deir el-Bahari, of which Dr. Yosef ben-Joctiannan 1I9K9) 
wonders why it never became a wonder of the Jincieni world, is an enduring work of art 
because of the innovative feat ofSenmut’s construction. The structure had lower and middle 
colonnades and three platforms rising into the background hills. Another colon nude was 
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kuraled in ilic upper reaches of ihc northern enclosure wall. There were a be two ramps, [ft 
the upper plnl form 1 he sanctuary was located Here s lie ’Holy of Ho I i cs" rcsi ded. I'hroug lioul 
the magnificent .structu k. Senmut placed many columns, sandstone sphinxes and Osaridc 
Mines of the Queen. In mei curly age when irsosi buildings were single stories, thin ihree-story 
structure was quite ail innovation. 

At a litter time, during the Greco-Roman period we see many temples built oil the spot of 
wider temples because these places were alien Jy sacred fruril earlier nines. Since faf el- 
Bahsri held the 11* Dynasty temple of Vdeumhotep 11 who was deified in the \2' u Dynasty, this 
may have been the principal reason Jbi the choice of this s|>ot. Equally too, the architectural 
pftftLMypc ww-s already Said uul. Another reason lor use of this Locution may haw been the 
manifestation of the Sun God Ra on the valley wilh the hills as a backdrop. Lhis divine 
irlei v erl i-.m is also shown in tile l^kJJoks llulhar who is often depicted as corning out of [lie 
hills of Dmr cl-Bahari. 

Petrie (\8#4: 6-7) gives a most unique description of the play of the sun on this remarkable 
structure and location. He wrote the splendor of the Egypt.an sunsets displays a variety of 
lints unaccustomed r mast countries. “As Che sun nears the hon/on, the eu.siern cliffs of the 
valley appear rich in yellow sight with purple shadows deepening to crimson at sunset; there 
rises a bright rosy band across Lite eastern sky, higher and higher as the light wanes, with the 
dark blue of night below i, and the brightness, ofihe day still above. This fades as it nears the 
zenith, and then the western sky from a golden glow darkens to a rich lawny brown, fading 
inLo purple, and mi Llj blue, on either side; this brown, however, never gives place lo blue, but 
gradually becoming spangled willi the stars it deepens lo blackness of night." 
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Detr ei Sahari 52. Sitrine of Annins. Raised relief figure af the God of the Dead. 
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fUrtxhcpsuf Temple at i?eu el Bufrari 



Ofir el Itahari .\J. Shrine of A nuhix. Tin Gtui of the Dead ent formed before u 

sumptuous Table of Offerings. 

W. Stephenson Smith's 4 195SI; 233> view is iliat the temple: "combines a broad feeling of 
openness of space u ith a nicety of architectural detail which only gradually becomes apparent 
as one penetrates into the individual parts." 

On the north side of the temple the Anubis Shrine stands near the Northern Colonnade. A hide 
south of tins area and. closer to the center of the temple is located the colonnade of the Queen’s 
“Divine Birth 11 , near or right of the Second Ramp. Equally jusL across, on the sooth side of 
the upper reaches of the middle terrace to the right oflhe same Ramp is the Punt Colonnade 
where the famous expedition is recorded. 

The genius of Senmut is reflected in his combining of square pillars and polygonal columns. 
Smith, again <1959: 23.3 > von! esses, the: “viiriatHm between pillar and column is one of the 
reasons tor Senmufs success in employing the polygonal channeled columm which had long 
been one of the happiest of Egyptian inventions.” 
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Thu architect’s farTte is mil confined, to L h i s rtlaHlerpieLe. SeniTml Cut LwO obelisks Jrotn Lhc 
Aswan quarries in lhc south I his was quite a feat. Aswan always had good stone. It supplier! 
red, black and grey granite stone so practically every serious building effort nationwide. In 
lhc fifteenth or sixteenth year of her rule, the Queen id Is us. according to Urea sled (I M2, TT: 
317}: "J sat in the pa Lace, I remembered him who fashioned ine, my heart Led me to make for 
him two obelisks of clecLmm whose points mingled wilh heaven." r-lettrum was an alloy of 
gold mid silver. 

Benson and GonHay (1895; 165> comments that; L ’his stele at Aswan shows him slanding 
before Haishepsut, and entitled the Royal Seal Bearer, the Companion, ti really Beloved, 
Keeper of the Palace, Keeper of the Heart of the Queen, Making ( onlent the l.ady of Both 
Lards, Making Ail 1 lungs Come to Ifass tor Her Majesty, It it staled that he there carved the 
two great obelisks, for the Queen.’’ 



Deir i'} Bahtin 54. Shrine afAmthis. Sam "tufwv of{he Shrine of the God of the 
Demi, with surprisingly good color. In the rear two fixities stand before Amun. 
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Desr W Bahari 55. Shrine ofAnubis. Amtm enthroned, before a sumptuous Table of 

Offerings, 

In commentary on this feaL, Margaret Murray(]957: 50) is of the view: '“To quarry two obelisks 
of a hundred feet in length by the arduous mclhod of pounding, to t ran spoil 1 hem to the river 
and load them on a fleet of boats, to erect them in then places, engrave and polish them, and 
all in i he space of seven months, was :i triumph of organ i zatiun.” Senmut had them creeled 
across the river on the cast bank at Kamak. Thebes, One still stands to this day. The apex of 
amnher bus about one hundred feet away in front of the “Coca Cola Temple” just m front of the 
Sacred Lake. Another obelisk was abandoned al Aswan because, after several months of work, 
a fault was discovered in its base. Today, It is styled (he "unfinished obelisk” and credited (o 
ihu Queen, because her cartouche is there. Cartouche i-H an oval containing her name As an 
aside, the Queen’s cartouche was also discovered in the courtyard pavement of Hdfu temple, 
mi bricks being re-used in the building of that temple. Because ol'the significance of the find 
of a piece of the queen’s temple, with her name on it. in a temple more than a thousand years 
later, the piece was removed to the Cairo Museum where it now resides.. 

Senmut also organized the expedition of ships to the land of Punt, in Central hast Africa. 
Depicted ort the temple wails at Duii; el-Bahari, :his successful voyage brought hack spices, 
ebony, ivory; apes, and panther-skins, cattle and incense trees. I ncense trees, depicted in the 
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i'lhCl'iplkHis (in lire walls of the temple were plumed on [he upper terrace of iJie- temple. Today 
there is still evidence of two incense trees, planted at the entrance pylon to the Firsl Court. 

Scnmut's greatness is not only measured i*i his wonder fill works of architecture, quarrying, 
expedition and love lor die Queen and her daughter, but also m his role as “power behind 
the I h.tone 1 Ml m very challenging and exeiling time of revolution and female progress in the 
ancient African world. 

Many staiucs of Senmuf have swrv ved and are considered exceptional works of art. Some 
show him seated, squalling or standing willi his royal diarge, Nofru-re. In addition, Aldred 
I19HD: Ifitf). an authority on Egyptian art has wriiten how; "Five sculptures of various sizes 
show him kneeling to offer a huge sistrum to the goddess Hal hot or Mut, evidently the first 
of a type of" Statue that gained in popularity thereafter ” 

Doruum (19118) mention* some 25 existing slalLigs of SerimJt carved in malerials Ufa wide 
variety including din rite, red quartzite, gray-black quartzite, yellow sandstone, gray granite, 
pink granite, yellow- quartzite, alabaster, gray-green schist, red porphyry, bedrock and bcdiock- 
limcMyne shale. Further, the minkm aniversalism of this ancient African genius is reflected 
in the widespread local ion of h is statues. One each is located in the British. Brooklyn, Cairo 
arid Chicago Museums. There arc llie Deir Ruirii and l.dfu StaLuon, as well others at Forth 
Wort h. Get cl Silsila, Geneva and l he Kuwb >' Magazine at K am? k. The Louvre, Mel ropo 1 1 ta 11 
Museum of Art of New York and Munich Museum are included, and anollier is named alter 
lhe archaeologist Navi3k, The Shdkli l.ahih MugSjine has one and another is b his lomb 
No. 71. 
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Deir e! Bahari 56. Shrine ofAiwhis. Another wen- of Amutt enthroned before a 

sumptuous Table of Offerings, 
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Deir el 8ahat i 5 7, Tutlma se U!. Men Khepper Pa makes a Presentation of two jars 

to Sokan a god oj the dead. 

What else did he do. it a question one may ask. Well. he built the following architectural 
iiumurnent.s at identified b> Dorn i tin (1988) that includes some oJ‘those already mentioned. 
Tomb 7L at Sheikh Abd cl-Quma; (2) Tomb 353, at DcfocbBahari; (3) Stela From Tomb 71, 
Berlin 2066: (4) Donation Stela from North Kaimak. (5) Sinai Stela of Neferura from Serabit 
d Khadcm, Cairo JDF: 38546; (6) Cenotaph at Cebd el Silsiln; (7) Graffito »t Sehel Island. 
Aswan; (Hi Graffito in Metropolitan Museum of Art, Tomb 504 at Western Thebes: (9) Temple 
at Deir el Ilahari; (10) Gateway in Precinct of Temple of MliL nL Karnak; fll) Tomb ofTjay. 

Eu addition, a number of miscellaneous objects of his, and containing his name, according to 
Dorman arc as follows. (I) Sarcophagus M VIA 31,3,95; (2? Alabaster Unguent Vase. British 
Museum 29333; (3) Whip Handle, MM A 23.3.46: 1.4) Decorated Staff; Berlin 14348, (5) 
E.linen Lone Rubber in VI acGntrgOr Collection; (6) Gninite Rubber in MacGregor Collection; 
(7) Sandstone Rubber. Berlin 15086; (8} Quartzite Sandstone Rubber., British Museum fcA 
33890; (9) Two Glass Beads, British Museum EA 262.89-90; (10) White AmethysE Bead MM A 
26.7,746; (11) Canrelian Halhor Amulet. Brooklyn 61.1.92; (12) Cylinder Seal in University 
College London; (13) Cylinder Seal in Boston Museum of Fine Arts, 67.1137; (14) Alabaster 
Model Saucer from Tomb 3.53, MM A 27.3-488; (15) A Sabuyler Model Saucer Irorn Tomb 353, 
Cairo JDt: 511530; (16) Tomb Scalings Davies and Macadam Corpus No, 84, 88, 261; (171 
Efieratic Tablet; (18) Ostraca; (19) Name Stones of Senmut; (20) Name Slones of Ilalshepsul 
with Hieratic Docket, This is indeed an impressive tally for one person, 


Soon after many of itiese events Thutmose EM deposed Queen HtUtdiepsut around the 
nineteenth year of her reign. Thutmose, in anger, wrecked Iter temple, tomb and statues, [it 
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many places the voung king, according La Hreasted (1909: 28!!) “erased her inscriptions.” The 
tomb she built in the Valley of the Kings, where she hoped to be buried, was destroyed I he 
tunnel from Deir ei-Bahari, she is thought to have begun so she could be taken directly from 
ihe Mortuary Temple to her tomb, is still discussal today for its engineering, philosophical, 
theological and cosmological daring. Much of this is credited to our hero. 

Senmut and those who lied their fate to that of she Queen received the same treatment of 
desecration. Breasted. (I9t>2 It: T4H) has shown how: “'On Seniout s Berlin statue, on hi* 
Karnak ^ at Lie. in bis tomb, on his tombstone, and in the Pitot reliefs, his name is chiseled 
out. In the Pont relief, his entire figure, and those ofhis two companions, Nehsi and Thutiy. 
likewise ardent supporters of the Queen are chiseled out, 11 



Deir el Bahari 58. Close up of the northern halfof the Lower Colonnade with 
pillars So the front and destroyed columns in the n'ar. 
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Deir W Bahari5 9. (jcw of the Middle Colonnade with Bit furs in font ami rear. It's 
the Lower Cohnt/k/de that CiiftlaitiX piihrffi tv the front uiid srttOtith afiumus U) the 

wan itf td the Upper Colonnade that contains pillars in the front and Proto-ftone 

piflurs in the rear. 

The architect's second tomb, under the temple, was discovered, defaced and destroyed. As 
a result, In: was probably buried in line first tomb a! Sheikh Abu (H-Qurna with bis relatives. 
Nevertheless, his intclligctvce and daring a I lows ns to remember how hard work helped a poor 
child make iL greaL in lEte North-Eastern African country, ancient Kernel. 

Appropriately, a concluding epithet in praise of man's glorification and praise of a beautiful 
African woman is aptly included, as he says: "‘I was one upon whose utterances his Lord 
relied, with whose advice the Mistress of the Two Lands was satisfied, and the heart of the 
Dw inu CiVnij()rl was completely filled. I was a noble to whom one harkened, Ihr 1 repeated 
l he words of the Ki ng lo (lie compart ion s I was one whose slops were know n i rt the pa lace, a 
real confidant of the Ruler, enter inu. in love and coming idl'd) in favor, making glad the heart 
of the Sovereign every day. I was the one useful to the King, faithful <o the God, and without 
blemish before (lie people. L was one to whom was given the inundation that 3 might control 
Lhu Nile: one Lo whom the affairs Of the Two Lauds were confided. TliaL which the South and 
the North contributed was under my seal and the labor of all countries was under my charge. 
And moreover [ had access to all the writings of the prophets-there was nothing from the 
beginning of time which E did not know.'" 

Modem commentators Etave speculated on the probable causes of the actions of Senmut. 
Some people blame Senmut for “vainglory" in flaunting his titles as an exaggeration of power 
and influence. Others either blame Tuthmose 11 1 and his party or even Queen Hatsticpsut for 
the final destruction and defacement much of his works and n.unc have experienced- One 
thing is perfectly clear: llie nobleman supported llie Lady beyond reasonable limits. Quite 
probably she could riot make it in the male dominated world with its potential for treachery 

92 


https ://twitter. com/per_medjat 




http://www.facebook. com/groups/per.medjat - http://www.facebook. com/per. medjat 


ffcinthcptat/'s Temple at Dcirei Baftari 

had il Util been for Seninul. \4avbe another architect and his achievements would not have 
been as permanent and magnificent. Possibly Senmul's Jove for the lady was the quintessential 
Ln.gredi.enE that dictated and motivated his many efforts. 



Deir el Btifniri 60 The Shrine ofAmihis with Prot a-Dork' columns in from and 
rear, Off to the right first columns of the Northern Colonnade, 



Deir el Bahari 61, A better iww of the columns of the Shrine ofAnubis anti some 
believe, the "unfinished" Northern Colonnade with its 15 columns. 
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fftidhcptitf t Temple of Deir ■ Buftari 



Difir t;-( Babori 6] Close up of the Northern Cafonmde Notice the thin lintel or 
(ui.se, Proto-Doric shaft, missing capita!, abacus, and unfinished architrave and 

cornice. 



Deiret Bohan (SJ. Events on the northern Middle or Birth Colonnade. Divinity 
pours, libation over the ww defacedfigitre of Ifat-dtep.mt with Tuthmme HI looking 
on. in the right frame, Ru Horakhry tooth of the erased, figure of the Queen. 
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9* “Important Archaeological Discoveries In 
Egypt” 


Loxdox Tfws Tfft.R.sDAY, Ai at st 4* 1881* p. Cairo Ji i.y 24, I88L 

Resides, bei ng iifc'iTiorable li»r the appearance of the Comets, Lbe year I H R ] rnusl ever hold 
a high place in l he annals of Egyptological discovery, Monsieur Maspero, ibe recently 
appointed tl i rector of the Boulak Museum, is at the present moment in Paris actively engaged 
in preparing for publics ion she lexis of the pyramids of [he Fifth and $ix(h dynasties, which 
were opened last spring at Sakkara. 

The tbrlhcotniiig nutnberof his hL Kccucil" wilt contain the entire text of I lie pyramid of King 
Ounasjhe last king of she Fifth dynasty. Rut tin: saying that “it never rains but it pours” may 
be now ftiirly applied lo archacolog cal discovery. Long before the savants have had time lo 
Iteruse, ponder over, or profit by the wondem unearthed at Sakkara lhey are now suddenly 
Overwhelmed wilb a fresh supply of material in lhe iiirm of the larjjesl papyri yei known, 
and by the apparition of she mummies, with all (Itcir inomiary appendages and iinscriplions. 
of no less than 30 Royal personages. This discovery which hud just been made culls ior 
special imerest in England, for among the 30 Royal mummies arc to be found lhose of King 
Thut rocs. HI and of King Ramoses lE-it was the former wlu> ordered, (he construction of the 
obelisk which now stands upon the Thames Fmbankmenl, and it was the I alter who, 27ft veurs 
afterwards, caused his own off! eta I tides and honors to be inscribed upon its faces besides 
those ol'Tbutiries [ft. These iwo monarchs now lie side by side in the Boulzik Museum, and 
even the flowers and garlands which were placed in their coffins may to-day be seen cue ire ing 
the masks which cover the faces of the deceased just as they were left by the mourners over 
3,000 years ago. 
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Deifet Bahari 64. A buffer cfme up took ul divinity pouting tibalion over the 
craved figure of the Queen white Tttfhmose bi, irfto xtorni behind her looks 

unscathed 



Deir ef Bahari 65 A more panoramic Wnr of she starry’ ceiling, uraei with disks, 
the iihalhm scene and head of AmUn on a autumn. 
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E.asl June Raoud Pusha, Governor of the pr<i vince of Keneli. which includes the ancient 
Fhcbart district, noticed that the Bcdawcen offered for sale an unusual quantity of antiquities 
at absurdly low prices. The Pasha sooo discovered that Hie source ofiherr hidden treasure was 
situated in a gorge of the mountain range, which separates Deir-el-Bahari from ihe Bab-el - 
M a look. This gorge is situated about tour miles from the Ntle to rite east of Thebes. Daoud 
Pasha at (nice telegraphed to the Khedive, who Forthwith dispatched Lo the spot llfrr Emil 
Brugsch, a younger brother of Dr. Henry Brugsch Pasha, who, during Monsieur MaspertFs 
absence in Paris, is in charge of all archaeoLorgical excavations in Egypt. Herr Brugsch 
discovered in the cliffs of the I -ibyan mountains, near the Temple of Deir-cl-Bahari, or the 
’'Northern Convent” a pit, about 35 ft. deep, cut in the solid rock; a secret opening from this 
pit led Lo a gallery nearly 20fl ft. long, also hewn Out til' the solid nick. This gallery was Filled 
with relics of the rheban dynasties, Every indication leads to the conviction that these sacred 
relics had been removed frem their appropriate places in the various tombs and temples, and 
concealed in this secret subterranean gallery by the Egyptian priests to preserve them from 
being destroyed by some foreign invader In all probability Cainbyses, thus they concealed 
Lhem at the lime of the invasion of Egypt. Elcrr Brugsch at once telegraphed lor a steamer, 
which on Friday last safely deposited her precious cargo at the Boulak Museum 



Dtfjr d-V fluhyri riri Sforp i iff hi-' sum e in the. Rirlft ( wUmmui, 
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Deir el Bufruri i57. Diviniiiex handing over (he /wf? Afiv of the bub',' Halshepsut to 
more divinities and to (he right. Thoth hands the young Queen over to Ammi Much 

defacement i.t visible. 


Thu lull value Anhui discovery. s 1 1" l(hj Me, carirtfll as yet be determined. The papyri have no I 
vet been unrolled, nor have the mummies been unwrapped. The following T heban Sovereigns 
are the most important of those mummies Herr Brugschhas identified: - 

Aahm.es 1 (Amosis), l a King of the 18." Dynasty, reigned B.C. 1700 (about). 

Amenhotqj l (Amenophisj. 2- 1 ' King of IK" Dynasty, reigned B.C. Ibdb (about) 

Thutmes. E. 3 rd King of 18 M| Dynasty, reigned B.C. 1 (S33 (about). 

Timmies EL 4"' King, of 1K" Dynasty, reigned B.C. 1600 (about). 

I butmes- EIE tllic Great). 5 : " King of I8' h Dynasty, reigned B.C, 1600 (ahoul). 

Rameses l, 1 King of l c > Dynasty, reigned B.C. 1400 (about). 

Sell I, 2 r,J King of l9 lh Dynasty,reigned B.C. 1366(about). 

Ramcscs 11 (the Great), V' King of 19"' Dynasty, reigned B.C 1333 (about). 

Pinmuni, V- King of 2 l " Dynasty, reigned B.C. 1033 (about). 
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RaskhertCEi (Dynasty and date ofreigEj unknown). 

Queen Ra-Ma-Ka (Halasou?). 

Queen Aahmes Nofen. Ari 

C'diispieLLims by its massive gold omaEnertlatiOrt, in which cartouches are net in predtUiS fctQttes, 

ibL the coffin containing the mummy of Maul NcdjcTm a daughter of King Ramoses II An 
alabaster canopic urn, ■containing the heart and entrails of the deceased, accompanies each 
of the mummies. 



Deir el Bahars 68, Starry ceiling, uraei with disks, disks with wings and {tract, 
defaced cartouches and tup of a Prtnu-Dork column. 
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ffafxhcpmt/'* Temple at tfeir <•! Bvfrari 



Orir t f f fiirftiiri (i9. Figure of ffatshepsut with face (Hsftgtmif ax the stands before 

defaced Hat ho r, near her Shrine. 


Four papyri were Found in the gallery at Dcir-el-Bahari, each in a perfect state of preservation, 
'['he largest of these papyri-lhat lound in the coffin of Queen Ra-ma-ka-is most beautifully 
illustrated w iih colored illuminations. Is is about 36 in, wide, and when unrolled will probably 
measure from 100 to 140 feet in length. I he other papyri are somewhat narrower, bait are 
more closely wj Ltten upon. These papyri will probably prove to be the most valuable portion 
of the discovery, for in the present stale of Egyptology a papyrus may be of more importance 
than an entire temple, and. as Lhe late Maurice Pasha used to say. “it is certain that if ever one 
of these discoveries ih,n bring about a revolution in science should he made in Egyptology, 
the world will be indebted for il to a papyrus.” 

No less than 3,700 mortuary statues have been found which bear royal cartouches and 
inscriptions. Nearly 2.000 other objects have been discovered. One of Lhc most remarkable 
relics is an enormous leather tent, which bears the cartouche of King Pinotcm, of she 21" 
dynasty. This tent ls in a truly wonderful state of preservation. The workmanship Is beautiful. 
Is is covered with hieroglyphs most carefully embroidered in red, green, and yellow leather. 
The colors arc quite fresh ami bright, lit each of the corners is represented the royal vulture 
and Stars. 

Fifteen enormous wigs lor ceremonial occasions form a sinking feature of the Deir-el-Babari 
collection These wigs are nearly 2 fi high, and are composed of frizzled and curled haiir. 
There are many marked, points of resemblance between the legal institutions of ancient Egypt 
and of England- For instance, pleadings must be “Traversed" “confessed anti avoided" or 
demurred to. Marriage settlements and the doctrines of uses and trusts prevailed in ancient 
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Fiu.ypl, but the wearing of these wigs was nol extended lo the members rtf the legal profession, 
bill was reserved exclusively forslic princess oh lie blood and ladies of very high rank. 

It is curious to recall the fact thru when Bclzoni, in 1817. discovered m Bab-cL-Malock ihc tomb 
of Seti [-a tomb which lias since been popularly called "Uelzotii’s tomb"-a tine sarcophagus 
in alabaster stood in die iiirlhest chamber, This sarcophagus was snbsctjuenlly brought l» 
England, and! n is now in Sir Joan Soanes .Museum. Herr Brugsch lias now brought lo tig In 
Lhe original occupant of this sarcophagus, who may now be seen at die EloutaV. Museum, near 
his son, Ramcses II 

Herr Brugseh assures me lhat he believes rhai there is another secret gallery leading from 
the pit at Dctr-ebBahan. When M. Maspero returns next October further excavations witl 
(U>uHless be undertaken, tml the Boulak Museum, so suddenly enriched iih it has been during 
the present year, now occupies a position roc interior to any in Europe, 



Drir fi Rahari 70. Starry ceiling, unu'i with disks, Tahfa of Offerings, flying hawk 
with talons grasping a ring, id! in surprisingly good co/or, 
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fftitxhcpsitt t Temple uf iTeir el Bohan 



Dvir til Bahari 71. Looking out from the Uathor Shrine, square pillars and round 

columns. 


In ^ innc by the author of this work, the mummy of the personage, Maat-Ku-Ra is not the 
famous Queen I latshepsut, builder ofthe Deir e] Baburi temple, but u Euler princess. El was 
customary In d Loose names of previous and illustrious ancestors as in this ease. The body of 
ihc Ma’at Ka Ra, Hatshcpsut, has not been found and its believed that the zealots ofThutmosc 
[I] destroyed the Queen’s person us they defaced her images ami much of her works. 
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10, “The Discovery at Thebes, Egypt” 


TheAcadhmy 20 No. 484 (Ai c.i st 13, 1881:127). 

A ;■ rj:.'. sepulchre I treasure, upon which the daily Papers, have of I ale been reporting with 
more or less accuracy, has been brought lo liglil al 1 hebes. Some misconception having 
pie-vailed with repaid Lo the identity of the royal mummies, and she way in which tlie diseove] y 
was bronghi aboui. readers of the ACADEMY, will doubi Ileus be glad lo know ihe 
particulars. 

Observing how, tor the last len years, relics of great value and rarity have been steadily finding 
their way IfORl Egypt lo Europe, Prof. MuspOm laid long; suspected the Arabs of having found 
a royal tomb. When, however, an English traveler presented hi n, some little time ago. with 
a photographed reproduction of the first pages of a superb Ritual bought at Thebes, and that 
Ritual proved to bt the funeral papyrus (.li Pimslem I„ his suspicion bevame cerMinty, and he 
determined to get at the bottom of die mystery. Having succeeded Marictte-Pasha as Director 
and Conservator to his I lighciess lire Khedive, Pnd'. Maspero proceeded last spring to iriuke his 
tirsf official trip to Upper Egypt Arrived at Thebes, and confident that lie had laid his finger 
Lij»n the right man, he at once ordered the arrest of a certain well known dealer and guide 
culled Abd-er-Rasonl. This man (who, wilh his two younger brothers, lives in Ltir H*mbs behind 
the Rfimcsscumi was then conveyed to the district prison at Kcrsch, where for two monllis he 
maintained an obstinate silence. The other brothers, meanwhile, had the trade lo themselves, 
and fraternal jealousy at last moved ihe captive io betray their joint sccrcM. Hereupon the 
Governor of Kcneh telegraphed, to Cano. By this time Prof. Maspero had left tor Europe: 
hul Herr Emil Rruuseh, Keeper of the Museum :it Fhrnlak, uiid Ahmed-IvlTcndi-Kcm al, the 
acting sccrciary and iricrpnctcr, started immediately for Thebes, and Transported the treasure 
lo (’ninx I urn indebted tirr these details to Prof Maspero, from whom l have received a long 
and intonating letter dated August 4 Belie* mg that he will not object, I translate word for 
word his account of the objects discovered. “We have put our hands not upon a royal tomb, 
bin upon a biding place in which were piled - perhaps after the great tomb robberies of the 
Twentieth Dynasty, or more probably at the time when Thebes was sacked by the Assyrians* 
thirty-six mummies of kings, queens, princes, and hlgfi-priesls. Thus we haw tin: mummy 
of a Raskcnrau that of Aiiienophis I and of his wife Ahmos-Nofcrtari: that ofThothmcs Ik of 
Rameses XII: of Pi note ni I: of the Queen Isi-m-Kheb: of the Queen Notemit. &e.. &e.; the 
whole representing some 6,000 new objects, including five pcipyri, one of which is ihe funeral 
papyrus of the Queen Makers. of the TwcnlLclh Dynasty, and two plaques similar to those 1 
have already published, and which, by-l lie-way. must haw came from (bis source.’' 
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ftotxhepsitf Tfmpleot iterr et Kaftan 



Deit ei Boftari 72. The apex of Queen Hafahepxur s standing Obelisk at fcarmk 

Temple, tictusx the river. 


Raineses XII, it may he observed, was itiu ‘Pharaoh who dispatched ibiu Ark of'Khonsu 10 
Mesopotamia tor the cure of the Princess Bakalftiia’ - see T>c Rouge. Surunc Side Egypticnne 
4 3S5H>, and lie rch on ‘The Possessed Princess’', Record* of the Fust. vd. Lv (1875); and Pinotem 
1 was grandson end successor of Heri her, the usurping high-priesl end chief prophet of A men 
who deposed the successors of Ramoses XIL Pinotem reigned, according to Brugscti, for 
twenty-five years, and wes eonqueted by the Assyrians under that Leader whom the author of 
itiL* GusLliidile AtgypLens stylus ll lhe great king ni" kings- Pirmlein, possibly us u muitCr of 
policy, called his grandson by rite throne=nanre ofTholhmes ELI. atid his granddaughter by the 
throne name of Queen Ilalasu. Hence Lite very natural error of the Times correspondent at 
Cairo, who believed tie beheld in the newly discovered Ra-memKheper and Rcmaka, ihc greal 
Pharaoh and Queen of the Eighteenth Dynasty. The history of this same Ra-men-kheper is 
also curious. While Pinotem, his grandfather, was ul Tan is, awaiting the Assyrians, he was 
dispatched to Upper Egypt lopm down an insurrection: at Thebes; bul a! I'hehes his Ifrst act 
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wa>; to recall Ltic hunishtd R time snide h, and U> accept his ancestor's burner rank of h igh-priest 
of A men. A fie reins, wc meet w it Lt some more princes of 1 lie names of Ramcscs, endi ng wit h 
a Raineses XVI. Princess Ramakti, whose name is written Kammat by B rugs eh, married 
bhishst I .and so became Queen of Egypt 



IrHI 


^ r ^ 

Deir el Bahtin 73. Tuthmasv III, Men Kkepper Ra, wearing the Red Crown, 
embraced by two divinities and to the right, Hatshepsut enthroned. 

And now we ask. what has become of the mummies of all 1 lie missing Pharaohs between 
Raskenen and Pinolem 17 Where me the other Amcnhoteps, the other Thothmes. and the other 
Rarnesisides? Have they been dispersed, have they been dispersed <ir arc itwry Mill bidden in 
some cavern not yet discovered? Mariclte-E’asha, il will be remembered Ions ago advanced a 
theory, that die great temples on the west bank opposite Luxor and Karnak wou to he regarded 
ns memorial - chapel* pertaining to the tombs of 1 heir founders in Bab-dEMotaokt and he even 
suggested that subterraneous galleries might possibly connect these temples with their tombs 
at the other side of the mountain. The hiding-place iuM found is said to he behind the Temple 
of Ha [asm at Dcir-el-Bahanec, h may ycl prove lo lead through the heart of ihe mountain 
into some tomb in the valley of the tombs of the knags:, and may not similar tunnels exist in 
connection with ihe Temples ofGoomcbard Mcdinct-Haboo and the Raitresscum? 

There can. I imagine, be little doubt that ihe Prince of Wales's beautiful papyrus (which is 
still on view in the long Egyptian gallery at the British Museum) came from the hiding-place, 
which lias just yielded its treasure to Bordak, Amelia B. Edwards. 
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11. “The Archaeological Discovery at Thebes, 
Egypt*” 

Tfff-: Academy 20 {At <;i st 27, 1881: 167-68). 


In reply to numerous LuUlth uf enquiry from various quarters, [ hasten Ln placf before readers 
of the some ^-d-dilLoiml particular:). of the great discovery at llicbcs. promising that 

I am indebted tbr this intelligence to the great courtesy of Prof Maspem, who permits me io 
pulnli hTi ihc fagi<4 under!he authority of his name. 

It seems, unfortunately, out Loo certain that the d i sg ovgry-l hough ol immense importance per 
sc-is m some (respects less startling than it appeared to be oil the first report; and that those 
correspondents who have confidently proclaimed tin: finding oS Lise greatest Pharaohs of the 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth dynasties will have to admit thai they were loo readily misled 
by appearanees. The niummy-easc-s. when first discovered were piled hi the utmost disorder 
in a small chamber measuring some twenty-three tout by thirteen. They had evidently been 
opened and searched by tlie Arabs, and have doubtless been despoiled of many precious 
things. Several mummy-casCs are Jim nil net to belong to their present occupants, the names 
on the cases not corresponding 1 o t lie na mes on 1 lie ba adages of < he mu mm icn. Th u s, a certain 
Princess Merit-Amen lies in the coffin of a priest named Sonoot Queen Ansera (Eighteenth 
Dyn asly) lies ir lhe coffin of the Lady Rai, who was nurse to Queen Ahmes-Nyifn.itiiri; and 
Pinotcm II lies in a coffin winch bears the cartouche of Thothincs I. Other mummy-cases 
are empty-as, for instance, dial of Raineses b while file coffin of a Princess M ashen Li moollim 
contains a false mummy, in die shape of a piece of wood enveloped in bandages lo represent 
an actual corpse. The Arabs are doubtless answerable for much of this displacement and 
confusion: ami most of the mummies, I heir bandages and amulets, will need eu refill Scrutiny 
before their identity can be positively dclernitncd. 
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ei Biihuti 74. Figure in White t'mir/r, embraced hr two divinities and the 
defaced cartouche indicates its Hat shops at. To the right, the enthroned ami defaced 

figure mm t he Hatxkepsut. 

As regards the two to which public attention has been chiefly directed-nameJy. the mummies, 
supposed to be those of Thothmcs Ell amt Ramcses i! - they arc precisely those which presenl 
the most difficulties, and arc consequent I y the most doubtful. The mummy-case, which bears 
the cartouche ofRa-men-Kliepcr, has evidently been broken open at some remelc LEale. El was 
found to contain objects bearing the cartouches of r hot limes ML and there would therefore 
seem to be grounds for believing that it really is the mummy-case of that great Pharaoh. Bui 

I hen the occupant of this ease in of most ambiguous aspect, and measures only I meler 55 
com i me Lets in length. Supposing even that the process of mummification may have had. the 
ePicd of somewhat reducing the corpse, it i.s dilTnjull Lo believe shat this mighty hem could 
have shrunk to a stature of something like tit inches E'hc mummy-ease attributed to Raineses 

II is described by Prof Maspero as being of unpainted wood, bearing a royal effigy, of which 
lhc eyes, the unions serpent, the beard, seepier, and whip, are colored black. On the brcasi are 
two carloticlics which read Ramoses Mcr Amen, Ra-user-Ma^olep-eii-Ra, but which arc not 
spcl led w i ill [i recisely the samt; h ierogl y pi i ie cliarac lors as the nai uls of R an leses 1 h c Grcal. "it 
is this personage 1 , writes Prof Maspcro, "Avtionn it has been sought to identify with Kumcscs 
[I. To this identification E sec many objections, the chief of which is based on die fact that Lhe 
mummy-ease, which is of very fine workmanship, presents every characteristic of mummy 
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cases oflhe Twcnliellh Dynasty, including ihe Ortbugmphy ofthe CflrCOiiehes, in which we find 
the special form of N (represented by the crown symbolical of Lower Egypt) which was in 
use at that epoch. The face of the elliigy, which was usually sculptured in the likeness of the 
deceased, docs not present the aquiline and well-known type of Ramcses li lam therefore 
disposed to believe, in the absence of fresh evidence, that we behold in this ktiignol Raineses 
Lite Great, but his namesake Raineses XII of the Twentieth Dynasty, who was l he Pharaoh of 
the stein of Bakhta n, Here, however as in the case of the mummy discovered in the coffin 
ofThothmes 111, ii will be necessary minutely to investigate every detail of the bandages and 
minor objects before arriving ala definite decision as to the identity of the personage." 



Deirel Bohan ?5, Visitors take pantographs in the Set mid Court before the 
Second Ramp leading to the Upper Terrace and its Upper Colonnade with standing 
etjloxMoi Osiride Figures. The Opening leads to the Upper Court. 


PniJ'. Maspero describes the hiding-place as siiuated behind an angle of the cliff a little w ay 10 
the southwest of Dcir-el-Bahari, and so well concealed (hat one might have passed ii twenty 
times without ever suspecting ils existence. The mouth of the psi is about 60 meters above 
ihe level ofllie plain, and the shall descends perpendicularly to a depth of 12 meters Hence 
a gallery 74 meters by 4. Seeing that the hieratic inscriptions on ihc mummy-eases of Scti 
S ami Ramuses Xlt state that Lhcse bodies were, for safety, deposited in the tomb of Queen 
A ns era; seeing, also, that the mtmmny of this Queen has been found here, though reposing, as 
before mentioned, in the coffin of the Lady Rail Prof. Maspero suggests that the excavation 
may very possibly have been the original tomb of that Sovereign. 

Finally, the number of mummies actually recovered is not Ihi ay-six, hul twenty-nine, Of 
these seven arc kings, nine are queens and princesses, and five arc personages of distinction 
Those mummies. belonging to (he Eighteenth and Nineteenth Dynasties would seem to have 
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been removed hitlu:r from ihctr graves in the Valley of [he Tombs of ihu Kings during Lhc 
reign of Her-Hoi; the first priest-king; and iIk place was evidently tbcnccforth used (perhaps 
because the limes were troubled) as the burial-vault of his descendants and successor. Amelia 
B- Edwards, 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANO CONSERVATION 


Di'ir t'l Rabun 76. JW ixh Egyptian Arvkaenlpgh at arid Conservation Mission of 

the L>eir el Bahori Tempi?. 
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12, fc4 A Waif From Dayr-el-Baharee.” 

22 {At <;i sr 26, 1882: 157). 


KiruLIv grant me spaLe Llj report an Lnterestittyg; lilLle discovery which l have hail [he 
fortune to make, and which casts another sidelight upon (lie famous find nr Uayr-nhBaharcc, 
lit Jour ’’canopic” nr* belonging io G. Briscoe Eyre, Esq., 1 have identified Lite sepulchral vases 
of Psnolem I, second priexl-king of the Her-Hor Dynasty. Mr. F'vre pi.j rehnscd ihcse vases a| 
Luxor in 1874. They arc of fine alabaster, and stand, about fifteen Inches high. Each vase is 
engraved with a short legend in three vurLical columns. the hieroglyphs being ill led in with 
blue, The iuseriplLon read as follows; - 


I. The Os ins. High Priest of Amen, Beloved of [he Cheat God Amset. Pi [totem, justilied 
helbre Plnh. 

2 The Osiris, High Priest oi-Amen. ESelovcd of the Great God Hapi Pinoieiti, justified 
before the Gods. 

3. The ()si ns. 11 iglt Priest of Amen, Be loved of [lie C Ireat C iod Tautm ntf. P i note nt. justi l ied 
helbre Osiris. 

4. The Osiris. E tigh Priest of Amen, Beloved of the Great Ciod Kebbseul", Piootem, jusiilied 
bdwe Ptah, 


The name not being enclosed in a royal oval, it is evident time wc here have the vases of 
Piitolem I, who ranked as Pontiff only. He was son to the Eligt Priest Plank hi, and giandson 
ly Her-H ot; and he Hlrnidx ihinj in ynler of Kueee'ismn, His rruimmv, il will be remembered, 
was loti nd at Dayr-afBaharce. enclosed n two wooden sarcophagi: and it was during the sixth, 
tenth, and sixteenth years t if his reign, and by bis command, that [lie mummies of Amenhotcp 
1, Thiothmes If Raineses I. Scti I. and Ramoses JI were inspected, removed from place lo place, 
anil had their ‘'funerary appointments 3 ’ renewed, by a commission of dignitaries and scribes, 
why recorded ihesc finds mid dales upon the coffins and bandages of I he ill usurious dead. Nor 
must we forget iliac 1 was in consequence of Col. Campbell’s purchase of the funeral papyrus 
of this same FVmlilTLlut Prof. Masperu wan Iasi year enabled La irate the plunderers of the 
Hcr-Hor vault (seethe Acwtemy. No, August 13, LNM). 

Three of Mr. Eyre's vases aiv empty; but the fourth (Amset) is yet unopened. and doubllcsw 
contains part of tlie viscera ofPinotem 1. 


Amelia B. Edwards. 
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fXir t'\ Bahari 77. Jin■ Author in (he Si :r nnd Court and some of the many i isitars to 

the Temple. 


m 

https://twitter.com/per_medjat 









http://www.facebook. com/groups/per.medjat - http://www.facebook. com/per. medjat 


13* “The Excavations at Dayr el Bahari*” 


EGYPT EXP LORA f/OY FUND. Tm: Acaocmy 44 No. U04 (Jin 

h 1893:17-18). 


For she first iim<" since the F.gypl Exploration Fund has existed. she society had received 
permission to excavate one of the temples of Thebes. It is an urgent duty fot me to express my 
gratitude to M. de Morgan, the present director of I lie Cihi/eh Museum, Dot only for htr. ing 
granted to the society one of the ehotccsl spots in Egypt, hul also for having considerably 
facilitated. Eiiy work by lending me a tramway. It is absolutely neeessaiy to have one in such a 
place, where the debris have to he carried to a considerable distance, in order to he quite sure 
that nothing of interest is being hidden in the course of the work. 


All travelers who have been at Thebes know the majestic cliff, in the form of an amphitheater, 
at the loot of which in Dayr el Fkibari (the Northern Convent), known hy iIiul name since the 
Copts built a convent over the ruins of the old sanctuary The temple is quite different from 
all others in Egypt, being built in successive terraces, the higher of which leans against the 
mountain urn ils northern and western sides. The length of the temple was much greater then 
its width; the sanctuary was a rock-cut chamber, in the axis of (lie building, and opened on 
tEie upper terrace. 


Illllllllll 




Deir ef Rahari ?K Lnww: Middle ami Upper Coiannades 

Ms-iridlc lirst excavated the temple. Fo] tow ini; the central avenue which leads to I lue sanctuary, 
lie cleared a great pari of the southern side, throwing over on io the northern side all the 
rubbish which he could not get rid of The most important part of his discoveries consisted 
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of the supporting wall of the upper terrace, with sculpture!! depicting a naval expedition to the 
I util] a I Punt; Lhc ntt'k-tul siLnclLitiry (if the gxiddens llulhnr, when: the goddess is seen in Lhc 
form of a cow, suckling, the young queen, HasJicpsu. or Hatasu as she is incorrectly called; 
and (lie great hull ofofleringji. On the northern side, Marielte. and after hint M. Maspen>, dug 
out part of ihe portico as the foe* of the upper terrace, and a small wuicmary corresponding 
to that of Hatlior, which was found full of mummies of recent date. 

I settled near Dayr cl tiahari at llte end of January, and stalled work at once in the pan, which 
Marie Lie hail left, unto uchcd and covered with, mounds of rubbish. I began will] die upper 
terrain. I was obliged, owing to the steep slope, to establish two lines of tramway, l lie upper 
one carrying the rubbish to a short distance, the lower one taking it a long way off. to what 
is called ihe JJrrfriV. a large depression used iri former limes as ;it clay pal. Though f could not 
work so long as I wished, having been stopped by the fast of Khamadan, the excavations led lo 
important results. I cleared completely she northern half of I lie upper terrace, the description 
of which was guile unknown, and which is separated from the rest by a stout wall preserved 
only in its lower part. This wall,, in which there are two doors, is Ihe southern limit of a part 
of ihe borkling, having a decidedly funerary character- I suppose it was connected with ihe 
burial-place of Tbothmcs L which is perhaps somewhere in the neighborhood. 

The wcsicrn door leads to a long hall, with wo II'preserved sculptures of gigantic proportions, 
showing Halims and Thdthtnes 111 making ulTeriiig* to< Annul. Next to it is ml open court 
limited on ihe north by the mountain, oil the cast by the rtmai is of a ehambcrwit.il columns. 
From that court one caters Into a small iwk-oui chapel, I lie funeral chapel of Tbothmcs I. 
The ceiling, well painled in blue wilfl yellow slurs, is an Egyptian arch. The heretical king, 
and after him the Copts, have scratched out the figures of l he gods Osiris. Anti bis. etc.; but 
the king ;.s well preserved.. He is sects there with two different queens: one of diem, A limes, 
is wd I known, she other one, Scnscncb, so far as I know, has not yet been met with. An iron 
door lias been pui to the chapel by the authorities of the Clhizeh Museum. 

Just before the door of this chapel is a building unique ot its kind among Egyptian temples. 

II is great square ullar in limes lone, Lo which access in given hy a flight of steps. Until I 
discovered the staircase* I was in doubt as to the nature of ihe bu ilding, I though* at first lhai 
il might he a mast aba. the construction which covers she tombs in the Old Empire. The people 
who plundered the lernpk in ancient times evidently had the same idea, for they pulled down, 
a corner of in order to see whether il concealed a pit. All my doubts were removed when 
I could read Liu: iinscription, ft guys ihul a royal pcrsjm who is clearly Queen I latasn, though 
heir name is hammered oul - “built a large allar in while stone to her father, Kci Harmakhis' L ; 
meaning perhaps her deified father, Thotlmies t. The altar k a platform, 16 lees by 1.1 feet and 
5 feet high, with icn steps leading up io it. Il had n low jwapei Ukc ihe terraces, in order to 
prevent the offerings from far mg into the court, and probably there was a smaller altar in hard 

slope placed (in the Sop. Il is the (inly ftltar of this kind known jn Egypt. Mr. John Newberry, 
who. as an expert in architecture, gave me most valuable assistance, put back again some of 
the stones that had been thrown down by ihe plunderers; and, us all the blocks .seem to be 
there, wc hope lo be able lo restore ihe a I tor nearly complete next winler. 
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L>eir cl Bahari 79 Visitor hikes a breather near colossal Outride Figures oj the 
Quern white a security guard with rifle, sits to the rear. 

Another abject, also unique, C found on a terrace above the chambers excavated by M. 
Maspcro, It is one of the sides of a large shrine of ebony, more than sis feet high, erected 
by That limes If Ebony never being found in large pieces, the whole pane! is made of small 
fragments held together hy ebony pugs, which have been used with the greatest skill as pari of 
the sculpture I his shrine was erected by Tlwthmcs If who says in the Inscription rhal it was 
made of ebony “from the top of the mountains" in honor of his lather, Amon. But everywhere 
the figure of Am on lots been out out with a knife, evidently by the heretical kings. It is the 
same with another part of the shrine which I discovered close by, a leaf of the folding door 
which Closed il. which has rings of brpri/.C for tliu bolt. It was a very difficult and delicate 
task to lift out the panel and to pock il, without running llic risk of seeing (he whole thing foil 
to pieces, us ebony is a vci y heavy wood. However, we succeeded m removing it without the 
slightest injury from the lerracc where ii had been lying fur many centuries. It was encircled 
in a double frame and carefully packed in a box, made under Mr. Newberry’s supervision, 
h is now on it h way Lp tiie Ghivrh Museum, where it will have to be repaired hv u skilled 
cabinet-maker before being exhibited, 
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TIil Copts who bn illl heir comcut over the temple have practiced llio most ruthless destruction 
among llic very beautiful sculptures, which adorned il. They have scattered all over the 
building parts of a most interesting scene, which 1 believe belonged to the lowest terrace. 
Some ot'iss I r. in.-: I .11 v rmill inlti walls; others m'. v I’. l- . used :1 1 -f-,1 11 il:Is or slabs, others 
piled together with capitals and bricks in the clumsy partitions* which they raised between the 
rooms (il the convent. I carefully gathered and stoned all the blocks 1 found belonging to that 
series which represented the transportation of obelisks and other heavy monuments, I he most 
interesting of these blocks shows an obelisk Lying on a high boat, where it has been placed by 
means of a sort of sledge on which il still rests. A small one rowed by several mer tows the 
high boat. Unfortunately, the block is small; we [see] only the top of the obelisk, but we may 
hope nO\t winter to lind the remaining parts. It is the lirsL Lime anything has hern discovered 
rclaling to ihc transportation of obelisks 



Deir el liishtsn SO. ('lose up of one of the Osiride Figures of the Queen. 

The last tiling 3 found is a very curious inscription concerning the birth of fTalasu and 
Iter ascension to the throne. It is on the supporting wall of the upper terrace. We sec the 
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god Anubin railing :sn enormous egg, ami goddesses suckling she young ^llizuti : further we 
conic lo tier cmhroncnicnt by her father. 1'hoihrncs I is seen n a shrine, stretching forth his 
hands towards a young mail, who is the queen. The young man is hammered out. but si ill 
discernible, as well as I he long ’nscript ion which aceompsmies the pie lures anil which relates 
how Thothmes called together the grandees of his kingdom, and ordered them lo obey his 
daughter. Theft* is an ubscuru allusion to his deaths and a description of ibu rejoicings when 
she ascended live throne. The dale. I believe, may be interpreted in this way; that 1 lie first of 
[he month Thoth, the lint day of the variable year, and the beginning of die seasons, or of the 
natural year, fell on the same day. 

This short summary shows how rich el place is Day r el Bjihnri, and how much we may expect 
from further excavations, wh .eh 1 hope will be resumed in the autumn. I must add that in the 
rubbish 1 fumtd u great many (’optic letters written on potsherds or (in pieces i>f limestone. 
They contain the correspondence between cert a n monks, called Victor. John, Abraham, 
Zaebaria, etc. They usually begin with a salutation, and sometimes with the Ibrmula: "la 
the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ohnsl. L| These letters have all been sent to 
Ibu rope, and arc ibe property of the Fund. EDOUARD NAVLLLfc. 
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Deir el Bahon 81 Mare close ups of the Ostride Figures, Shadow of the author 
and photographer is irt i he foreground. 
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14* Egypt Exploration Fund* The Excavation Of 
The Temple Of Queen Hatasu At Deir-el-Bahari* 

The Academy 45 No. 1137 (February 1 7, 1894; 153-154). 

Luxor: Jmi, |0, 1R94, 

Thisse whoffgvisit Luxor this vvinlfif will scr zi great change i ■■ progress at Dcir-Cl-Buhitri. IlvO-r 
since M a rietlc opened out the now famous, bas-relief of Queen Hatusus expedition to the land 
of Punt, hot' singular temple has. attracted all lovers of [he best Egyptian art. Nothing more 
exquisili: has; survived from [he g real period of the XVI 111 h Dynuslv LhELn. ihese wu I l-piol Lines 
of ships bringing apes and incense, tusks and skins and precious metals fori he queen' and the 
view of die terrace which is backed by this relief is alone worth a much longer pilgrimage than 
the visitor must make to Deir-el-Bahari. It has been known that this Terrace and ihe south 
arid of dun above it (which alone used to be accessible) constitute only one corner of the whole 
temple: vast mound*) Of rubbish, in certain places between thirty and forty feel high, rose 
overall i he northern pari of the terraces, bury mg far more titan Mariette had disclosed, while 
smaller heaps buried less deeply also the eastern side. Fragments of sculpture, projecting here 
and there from the mounds, proved thru many bas-reliefs must exist beside those laid bare 
by Mat idle, and excited for many yearn vain regrets that so much of the work of 1 latasu’s 
Sculptors should remEJ i n unseen. The necessity of hanking up ihe sliding moiml a in side and 
cut: mg through forty feet of earth and stones had been sufficient to deter all explorers until 
a year ago, when, at last, tile committee ol'tlle Fgypl Faplonlion Fund delcn[lined 1)0 carry 
through what no private excavator could undertake, -and made application to ihe Director- 
General of Antiquities in Egypt. The concession was accorded readily, accompanied by 
the offer of the gruluilous hum ol'pLint nceeSSury Idr cxcnviiion on fj large settle: bul il was 
stipulated iliat the temple must be completely deNitye. and n was on that understanding that 
M. Niiivillf begun work ill January IS9o. 
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Deir ef Bahtin 82 Broken statues showing their feet suction but also where the 1 
were ptisttumed an the Upper Terrace hejure the Upper Ctilttrmade. 


The remarkable result of (he first short season kav-e been made public already. Beginning 
with i he uppermost terrace, the excavators found underihe debris of the cliff an unsuspected 
group of chambers. Against die weslern rock was a Hall of Offerings built by the Queen, 
whose portrait appears there, as elsewliere on the temple, in male guise, accompanied by 
Fhothmes II and III. Adjoining on the cast was found a chamber wish vestibule, containing a 
E tigh Altar, built of white stone, and dedicated by the queen to I iarmachls. In its possession 
of this altar, perfect ly preserved .with im cm.Hi iai ed i nel i n e ascend ing to t ho pi ai form, Hulasu's 
Temple is unique among all the Temples of Egypt. Leading into the northern cliff is also a 
Little chapel, u veritable gem of Egyptian painting, dedicated Ll> Thol .limes 1, his wife, and his 
mother. Sense neb. Vlr, H. Carter, ore of the artists attached this year to the expedition, is 
reproducing the- painted reliefs in this shrine, which vie in interest with die Punt sculptures, 
in color. A little space was. cleared also above the eolonnside of the second terrace, and other 
remarkable objects brought to light namely, two ebony panels, one die side of a shrine about 
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fuel high, duc3iculc.il Us Amen by T bulimies II, the oilier pan of oou ul the skuirH. Both are 
now at Gkizch. 

The Uibors. of ihe first season ami of (lie throe weeks, which have elapsed since work was 
recommenced in the second, liave produced ail astonishing change In the temple. II is literally 
being mil out c.ii Lhu mounlmn. When the vast mounds upOCL she middle terrace have* been 
cl cared away a labor, wh icli cannot proceed very fast • i lie bril I iantl v wh ire colon nadc reni nd 
its rLUTtllwesturri end will beuDiiie a landmark visible for miles, TiiO clearance of this pars 
of 1 lie icmplc will have a double ini cross; firsily, a rchiicci orally, for Mari cites plan has been 
found lt> beat very link relation to fact, and Hie present appearance of the walls promises 
unusual leal arcs of construction;, secondly, artistic, forwc have found ihul a wall ofunknown 
pained reliefs ex i sis below the accumulated rubbish. These will be laid, bare during the 
next fortnight: but iht* main illasn of Ihe mounds will hardly disappear this season. Already 

upon the upper terrace are piled more than jl>0 sculptured, bilocks, taken by the Copis from 
all pans of the Temple to build their convent walls. In the mounds of the middle terrace we 
shall recover nearly as many more,, of which some show already, When all is cleared, and 
the possibilities of further discovery exhausted, these blocks will be sorted, and. if possible, 
built up in their original places, fins work, which will be supervised by VIr. J. Newberry, 
the architect attached to the expedition, will be of die firs* imporiancc both on ariislic and 
historical grounds* for it will result in Hie reconstruction of several scenes haidly inferior, 
cither in iniuroHl or workmanship. In die famous Port reliefs. Fores ample,, much bus been 
recovered of the decoration of the durd or lowest terrace, showing l bat there was represented 
another nautical scene - the transportation ol Iwm obelisks Imm ElepllaiiLicM?, at the bidding 
of the Queen. Either in the mounds, or by the demolition of the Coptic walls left standing on 
the upper terrace, it is hoped thm the rest of this scene may be found. Every effort is being 
made lo preserve all evidence ms tin he subsequent history of the lemple, and to find l he small 
objects of antiquity scattered among the itchh. So far. ibe main finds of the Hatter cl ass have 
been beads, scarabs, and figurines, made of the famous blluc-ghizud ware. Guod Demotic 
and Coptic Qsmtka arc frequent, and there is much refuse from r lied mummy pits of the 
XXI lad Dynasty, Some coffins and mummies have been found lying loose among the upper 
layers of ifchrix: one line case tiehmged to Nnmen-Kenkhel-:imen, a relmive of Osorkhon 
IE and Takclotbis: another contains a very finely rolled mummy, for whose reception it was 
ilol originally iuLUildud: a [llinJ in early C optic, arid shows on tile from ol" the outer doth 
representations of wire and corn in the hands, while below is the sac rod boat of Osiris and 
over (lie heart a swastika. 
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Deir ei Bahtin H3. Evidence, tifhaw the statue* were arranged before the 

Colonnade , 

The uppermost layer of the mounds consists entirely of the debria of previous excavators, 
who searched either in the temple precinct or immediately above on the hillside tor mnmmy- 
pils. 1 1 cumLains mum my refuse Lintl many .sculptured block*, hill naturally na small objects 
except those broken or despised by earlier diggers. Several scraps of newspaper, French and 
German, have been found an it. Below this, lies a layer from three to six foul deep ol Coptic 
rubbish left by the monks of ibe convent Here are found Ostrava and large quantities of 
broken blue glaze ware. Immediately below, in die only place on the middle terrace where 
we have sounded Lti ihi: bnLUmi, we have found the nriginttl pavement. Only, therefore, i I we 
come upon untouched mummy-pits below this pavement, can wc hope for any considerable 
I i nd of siiuill antiquities: si.:, so fit :i:- we have \ji seen. Louie is no <k-hns ik\e\ ilui: (. opLic. 
Il is possible that towards ihc center of (he terrace we may find accumulations left untouched 
by the monks. Bui, unless such proves to be ease, the same methods of excavation need not 
he resorted Lo, nor can the same finds bu expected; on sites covered with Lhe slowly gathered 
silt of ages, or in cemeteries lost in the sand. 
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While the upper stratum uf the idoluhLs is being cut avvuv, progress can be made til llie 
copying of l ho inscriptions, n large number of which, having been preity thoroughly erased, 
and present great dill Leu lltea. The reconstruction of the Great Altar is to he begun as mwh as 
I he masons. now at work <m [he house, which is being twill for I be excavator*. are free. When 
the whole site litis been cleared, the very costly and difficult work of reconstruction must be 
begun. That of [he westcm-innsl wall will present peculiar difficulties, but, from the point 
of view of arl i Stic effect, will best repay labor and cost If the stone-slide of the cliff can be 
tanked up, and the present Coptic constructions demolished, a Large number of sculptured 
blocks, belonging io oiher pans of [he temple, will he recovered, and [he niches restored to 
their former beatitv. The mine use task of cutting away the mounds os's the middle terrace 
will lake two seasons at least, and thf more shallow accumulation pn the lowest terrace will 
still remain. No excavation of the same magnitude is being conducted at present in Egypt; 
and it is satisfactory dial, where so much labor and money must be expended, the monument 
io be laid bare should be of such exceptional interest. Architecturally, Hatas-u's Tempic has 
no parallel: in the quality and preservation of its painted reliefs, it vies with any of the best 
known tombs; it is plugcd in u gander situation than any Other huibling in Egypt. The boon 
which ns clearance will confer on lovers of art and ihep euwesque can hardly be overstated; 
and science will gain not less by the exploration of a monument of die great XVI 11th Dynasty. 
I he finest cxi slsng memorial of Egypt's most famous queen 

D. G. HOGARTH. 
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15* Egypt Exploration Fi nd: The Temple Of 
Hatasu At Detr El-bah ari* 

The Academy 45 Nil 1144 (Apru 7 f 1H94: 295-294). 

Luxor: March ]6, 1.894. 

Rmrutdan arid the hut wealLier have begun sittftjhaiiCously; S0 the Iasi vvau.elf were paid 
yesterday, the railway was (aken up and siorcd. and sill made sate for the summer season. 

My forecast, published in a former Idler, has proved fairly accurate! we have noi been able to 
clear away entirely the huge mounds on the central terrace, but we have reduced their height 
everywhere by LweriLy leeL, anil Ofi the western ami northern side of the Lerrace have cut them 
away to the level of the pavement and rock. In 1 lie process of removing the upper slice, some 
hundreds of Oslraka* demotic and Coptic were found. besides more Gnostic (?) mummies 
simitar 10 one mentioned in my former letter. Among the Qstraka there appears to be purls 
of a library catalogue, but the great majority are letters and legal documents. Only one 
Greek potsherd hftS LutTietL up. inscribed with moral reflect ions, headed Prr , On. ihe northern 
side of the terrace wc have laid-oper in ils entirety a fine colonnade, formerly buried under 
laden mountain debris, and it now presents a very fine appearance. It has lilleen sixteen- 
sided columns, each fouMcen feel eight inches high lo the top of the abaci. A sandstone 
architrave rests only on the eight westernmost, and it appears certain that the eastern part 
of the structure was never finished. A wall of brilliantly white Limestone is built against the 
mountain behind, and four vaulted chapels, un-inscribcd and perhaps unfinished, open out of 
it Between and inside the columns exist at present a number of mud-brick chambers, which, 
when excavated, yielded Fa mess ide pottery and fragments of h i era! papyri, besides seurubs. 
beads, amulets, and bits of bronze. Neither Ostraka nor any Coptic remains were found in 
them. These chambers tire evidently of an earlier pern id. and possibly were dwellings <if 
workmen of Raineses It, engaged in a restoration of the temple, and were never destroyed 
because the completion of tins colonnade was not carried through. Wc have cleared nisi) the 
hyposlyk hall ai the western end. which was entered by Murieite. but left full of rubbish. It 
is one of the best-preserved remains of antiquity in bgypt. The siar-spangled ceiling rests 

im twelve sixteen-siiled columns, over fifteen foci high: rigtiL and lull arc brightly-painted 
funerary niches, and the main walls show scenes still brilliant Ln coloring, the Queen and 
Thollurieiv HI otic ring to gods of ihe dead. A .short staircase ascends at the back of the ball 
io x three-momed chapel, on whose walls the Queen offers io Amen Fa and Anubis, As ihis 
lull is completely covered in. there is pood hope that its paintings may be Long preserved with 
ihuir freshness little [ful all unpaired. 
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Deir ttf Bahari 86. Ilew from the Upper Terrace, ruins of The ! f‘ s Dynasty 1 Tempfe 

of Mentuhotep if. 



Deir vt Bahari 87. \ i.sHor takes ptmm itf the Guard an the l Ipper Terrace. 
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South of this tiv {lost vie, and west of the main Lciurt of Ujc central lerrate, is |i ptitlL^ 
corresponding ti everything but excellence of workmanship, to the famous Punt portico on 
the south aide of die central causeway. It is very much ruined: the square pillars arc only 
complete al the broken end. anti very few of the architrave blocks or roofing slates are in 
position. The number of these fallen masses of stone proved a great impediment 10 us. and we 
have heen able this season only to dear Lhe space between she western rank of pillars anil the 
wall. By 6o doing we have laid bare a very interesting seres of representations concerning 
the preliminaries and circumstance* oi'thc bn tli of the Queen. I ler mother. Aiimes, appear*, 
conducted by several divinities to ihe presence of Amen, and ihe god appears io her in the 
gutse of Iter husband Thot limes h as in those well known scones in the Luxor Temple, relating 
Li> rhe birth of Ainenhcilep Iff Much restoration. has heen done on this wall by Raineses IN 
but the fine portraits of Ahmes herself have escaped his hand, and remain admirable examples 
of XV ill IS) Dynasty art* both in maiding and coloi iny. The inscriptions, though defaced, arc 
fairly legible, A lining ihe debris, which has lain since an early period on the courl hounded 
by this portico, the hyposlyle. and the colonnade, we have found most of our small objects 
of art in slime, ware. Of paste. Not much Statuary has been discovered; the best piece is liiu 
lower half of a kneeling statue of Sciimul, the architect of ihe temple; and a very fine portrait 
head m sycamore wood, on a pai t of a mummy case, is worthy of special mention. Amulet*. 
figtirineS, rings, and scarabs, inscribed end tin-inscribed, have heen discovered in considerable 
numbers; and in addition to count less separate beads, some line necklace* of blue ware, still 
StrtUlg, with pendants at Inched, were found in the lowest layLT of deposit. Papyrus has been 
unearthed* only in innumerable small fragments; the largest pieces have formed part of copies 
of die Book of the Dead. 

The Temple at Deird Baltari, as ha* been often remarked, is not built on a general plan, 
comparable to that of any other Egyptian temple. Several parts of it, however, taken by ihersi, 
recall ihe conventional arrangement of peristyle court, Itypostylc, and sanctuary. I n fact, Dcir 
el Bahai i may be regarded iu> ail aggregate of small temple units, bo oil die central terrace 
we have ihe northern colonnade, answering to the usual peristyle, which leads to a hypostyfe, 
out ol' which open* a sanctuary. As Thotlimes I and II do not appear in any part of it. hut 
only, Hal Hsu nnd Thyrt bines 111 associaled, we may assume that it was built a Tier she death 
of Thothmes II and before the Queen-regent’s rupture with her nephew, and was intended to 
be [store particularly the funerary shrine of liutasu herself and Tllotlinics III. It is apparent, 
however, that ihe original construciion has been altered in this region, and we must wait uniil 
the whole terrace ha* been excavated before we cars draw conclusions a* to the architectural 
history of this pari of I be temple. 
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Deir el ffahari 88, Close r <p of (he bust of a remaining Osiride Figure of the Queen 
art the Upper Terrace before (he Upper Colonnade. 

Mr. John t. Newberry lias carried our Lhe reconstruction of (he high altar of Harmachis on the 
upper terrace successfully, nearly all the missing parts of Lhe inscription having been found 
among lhe debris close at hand The funerary chapel of Thothmcs I has been restored; and 
In digging out Lhe space between Lhe broken north wall of die altar chamber and the rock face 
we have found all the missing blocks belonging to a brilliantly painted niche in she vestibule, 
and from them reconstructed it. Here (for once) Queen Hates li appears in her male guise un 
erased. The broken northern and western main walls have been built up again in part, to be 
completed if possible next season; and the crumbling el iff above has been shored up strongly 
w ith rough masonry. The northern end of the terrace is therefore nearly finished, and the 
main work of next season must be tlie reconstruction of the niches in lhe west wall of ibe 
main hall of the upper terrace. The major part of the existing wall about them is of Coptic 
construction, and must be pulled down, in order that numerous sculptures, belonging to other 
walls in the temple, may be' recovered; but in order that this may be done and the safety of the 
niches assured, the sliding cliff on the west must be shored up not less strongly than on the 
north, at great expense of money, lime, and labor. 
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Tlse artists have completed iticir pi ales of the Altar Oiamhcif; the Hall of One-rings, and the 
Chapel of 1'hoihmcs I; and these, together with drawings of the altar and the doors of the ebony 
shrine, discovered last season, will constitute the first fascicule of the complete publication 
(>r Dctr d lmh::ri. proposed by ilie committee of ihe Fund, 1i is hoped also that, when the 
excavation It complete. It will be possible to deduce results bearing generally on Egyptian art. 
The quantity of tel icl-witrb of admirable quality, the variety ami, IbCShness nrcolnririg, and the 
comprehensive find of objects in blue ware ought to afford material or valuable chapters on 
plastic, pictorial, and ceramic art in tho period of the XVllllh Dynasty. D.G. IlCXiARTH. 
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16. “The Royal Mlmmies Of Deir-el-bahari.” 


TiwAcaomv 35 \'o. 891 (Ji.-ve I. 1999: J83-384). 

Prof Mas-pen A; JbrlheiHTiing work conluins many surprises for those wlut are interested ill 
the ofl-lold talc of the royal mummi-e®, Up 1o the present time, our sole sources of authentic 
i iifarm^icioii oil this .subject have been ill Frol” Maspenfs. dunpte-j-etid.il. juesented to the 
Acadcmie des Inscriptions in July. I SSI: (2) his paper addressed to ihe Oriental ist Congress 
of Berlin n lost [The Academy. September 17. IHSL.f (3) his essay entried La Trouvaille de 
Deb-el-Baburi illustrated by Herr Hr../s.v - admirable series (lTphuUigniphs, published itl 
IWI; (4] his process-verbal on the un-band aging of ccrtem Pharaohs in the Eoulak Museum 
of June 1 and 9, I8&b | Reprinted verbatim in the academy from Pi of Maspero's. original 
MS., July 3. artd July 31, I^K6,]- and a Few scaMerc-d uriieSes lit the pages' of ifee Zeiisehrift 
and the Itecueil de 'J'mvaus. All these will now be superseded by Les Mommies Royalcs de 
Deir-et-Hahur], which n<il only aei'.a.irc a mass of new, iinportunL, ami interesting matter, bus 
also corrects many errors doe to the enforced haste under which the pm ions reports were 
written. 

When the juiitiunies were tiansiwrted front Thebes to Botilak, they were tcm]k>j'.ii'iLy housed 
in one of the hulls of the old museum. The eon Fusion hi Ftrsl was grcaL. Some mummies 
were not yet identified, while others were m mummy-cases manifestly not 1 heir own. Some 
mutiliny-cases were witlmuL mummies. Some mummies were without mummy-cases; w hile 
in more than one instance, a s'njjle mum ray-case was found to coni a in two occupants. 
Whether litis disorder was due to the carelessness with which the royal dead had been replaced 
when their outer wrappings were renewed and iheir 'funerary furniture" repaired by the R>mb 
inspectors of ancient times; or whether it was the Sac nice oils work of the family of Arab 
plunderers who for years had field the secret of the Deir-el-Bahuri vault, who should say? tn 
either case, all that could ihen and there he done was lo -classify these various personages 
according to the inscriptions entered on the mummy-cases in which they were found. These 
inscriptions were of various [Lutes, some being as originally pnin1ed; others altered Lt .1 suit the 
occupant of a second-hand coffin; and others written with the pen by XX] st Dynasty scribes, 
recording the dates id certain official visits ol inspection per Formed during the pontificates of 
H cr-Hor a nd h i s successors To preserve It i s Mu mm i cd roya I ties from decay or da mage be j ng 
obviously of more importance than to catalogue them w itlt precision Prof Maspero decided 
Tu.it In un-bandage them till he had provided them wilh glass cases; und ihe low eonditimi 
of the Klicdivial t rcasury is curiously illustrated by the fact that il took nearly Jive yean* of 
“patience and eediloilly” to achieve the said cases, which were rust einnpleled 1 LI I I lie month 
of April. 1836. 


Du 

https://twitter. com/per medjat 



http://www.facebook. com/groups/per.medjat - http://www.facebook. com/per. medjat 


ffudhcpsit /1 Tt'mpfe of Dtir Buftari 



Deir ef Buhdri 89. Marc heads, brake# statue:i and a visitor taking a breather. 

Il was during the summer of l&Nfl that Prof! Maspero resigned his Egyptian appointments 
amt [lie opening of the royal mummies dosed hi:> official labors, On June 3, in Lhe preNcnLC 
of the Khediw a nd a select company of Egyptian and foreign notab ilitics* the mummies of 
Raineses EE {XIXth Dynasty) and Raineses IEI (XXsh Dynasty) were formally un-bandaged. 
Next followed, on June 9 the uu-bandaging of Sckencn-Ra iXV'flih Dynasty) and Ahmes l 
(XViilth Dynasty); ami subsequently, during the interval which elapsed between the arrival 
of M, Grebaul and the departure- of Pn.if. Maspero, the rest of the Deir-d-Rahar! Pharaohs, 
with the single exception of Amenhotep E. were duly opened. Each body in succession was 
carefully unwrapped and measured by Prof. Maspero, M. Bouriaiii, M. lnsinger, and Dr. 
Fouquct, assisted by M Mathey in the capacity of chemical analyst These measurements, 
which are calculated on the French metrical system, give the lengths of the hand. foot. arm. 
forearm, etc.; various ilia meter;, of ihu skull; the drcuni Ibrenci; of head,, shoulders, and waist; 
the length of the orbit of the eye. and the distance between the two orbits; the width of the 
mouth, length of nose and chin, circumference of pelvis, facial angle, etc. etc.; all having been 
twice taken and verified, Even the position of the orifice of the car has been noted, and ore 
learns with no little interest that in at least one instance e.g. that of the Princess Sit-Kames 
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- Lhis orifice is parallel with the nml of the nose and somewhat above the fine of the eye, 
precisely juk. wc sec il represented in Egyptian statuary. 



Dcir t-l ftuhari 90. Upper portions of three remaining Ostridr Figures, with pillar 
up/ronf and Pmm-Doric column in the rear on the Upper Terrace and Upper 

Cttkmncsdc. 


The results of this prolonged scientific investigation have more than jus-tifted the five years’ 
delay A rich harvest of physiological observations has been reaped; a new Pharaoh has been 
identified: some important lacunae in the history of the XVllth and XXIst Dynasties have 
been more Orless filled up:, several papyri and some beautiful specimens of ancient Egyptian 
jewelry have been found on certain mummies; and some royal personages, who were at 
first misnamed are restored to their place in history. Thus, the mummy contained in the 
gigantic mummy-case of queen Aah-hotep turns oul to be King Pinotcm 1: and lie, with the 
shaven head and Voltaire face, whom we have hitherto accepted as Pi notem 1, is more than 
conjectural!)' identified by Prof Maspcm with Thothmcs I So also, one of two mummies 
[bund in the mummy-ease of Princess NesiJthonsu proves, to be a king whose winding-sheet 
is. inscribed with a couple of lines orhieratic writing, thus translated: “Expedition made to the 
Abode, in ihe year V11, to enwrap the King Ra Kha-em-uas H - the “Abode" Wing evidently the 
“eternal abode of Amenhotep,” which, in the time of the priest-kings, was used as a place of" 
refuge lor the earlier Pharaohs, and is thus mentioned in one of the official entries scribbled 
on the coffin of Kamescs II. The King Ka Kha-eui-uas, whose name, al all events in this 
form, is unknown, is identified by Ptof. Maspero with Ramuses XII, the contemporary and 
predecessor of Her-Hor and by M. Gncbaut, with Ramcscs IX Among other genealogical 
emendations. Prof Maspero makes out Queen Aah-hotep (the famous Queen Aah-hotep of 
lIlu Boulak jewels) u> be the wife, not of Etarnes, as hitherto believed, but of Sekencii-Fie, and 
the mother of hot li Karnes and Ahmcs I. He also, with infinite skill, based on an exhaustive 
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study i>T ii v-iisL nun i; t r of scattered inscriptions, reconstructs the f "ramewOik til the XXlsI 
Dyna&ty-thus, for the first time, presenting a satisfactory sol ut loti of one of the most difficult 
problems in Egyptian history. Still more interesting, because entirely new, is his chapter on 
‘The Principality of Thebes under the last Descendants of the Priest-Kings," in which he 
traces the boundaries of this sacerdotal and military tief. the history of its vicissitudes Linder 
the XXIInd, XX] si, and, XlXlh Dynasties, and The final abolition of the office of High Pries! 
of Amen in the time of Piankhi, 



fieir v'i Bahwi VI. Close up of three of the Outride Figures wearing the Double 

Crown. 


Many details, now for (lie first time made public respecting certain of the mummies, are 
extremely curious. The East toilette of some royal Ladies of the XXIst Dynasty was, tor 
instance, most elaborate, the wrinkles caused by the process of mummification being filled 
up with some kind of enamel, the skin colored with ochre, the cheeks and lips rouged, and 
false eyes introduced under the shriveled and half-open litis: thus giving a horribly life¬ 
like appearance to the faces, as shown in the auto-lypc illustrations from Herr BmgschX 
photographs. Others, though now quite bare of ornaments, had evidently been buried in 
all their jewels, like Queen Aah-hotcpi reek laces, diadems and bracelets having left their 
impress on die withered skin. Dr. bouquet and M, Mat hey have mummified many in contorted 
attitudes, as if they Ii.llI died in convulsions:, but (he ghastliest interest o’ :iIi iilluches to the 
remains of an anonymous prince, who appears to have been embalmed alive, and upon whose 
mummy reports are furnished. The brain, heart, stomach, etc., of this unfortunate man 
are intact, ;lh in life. The body was found tightly hound in three places, namely, round ihe 
shoulders, round the wrists and loins, and round (lie feet: these Ligatures being drawn with 
such force as Ll? leave deep furrows in ihe flesh. This done, he appears Lo have been covered 
with a thick coat of bitumen, lime, and pounded resin, and to have been enwound from head 
to foot with bandages soaked in some glutinous preparation which caused them to adhere witli 
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such tenacity that they had to be sawn olT. The expression of the lace, the Open mouth, Lhc 
swollen and knotted muscles, bear witness to his desperate struggles, and to the horrors of his 
last, agony. His age was about twenty-three, and in bis ears were small gold earrings. That 
he wus a personage of high rank, and ibe victim of some unspeakable tragedy, admits of no 
donblL hut to his name and parentage, and to the circumstances of his fate, no clue remains, 

Want of space forbids me to indulge in more gleanings from Prof! Maspcro’s deep series of 
uniform excellence which reflects the highest honor on tire French school of Egyptology, but 
which, being addressed to specialists rather than to the public, has neither achieved, nor is 
intended to achieve, popular tty. If, however. I am not greatly mistaken. Prof. Maspero’s new 
contribution is predestined to such a sale as has been heretofore unknown in the history of the 
series, ft will be eagerly bought and read by Thousands to whom big scientific arguments will 
probably be caviare, hut who w ill be enlhrailed by big matter aud fascinated by big ulylu. 

AMELIA IJ. EDWARDS 



Dtiir ef Bahtin 92. Entrance inti) She Upper Court with Us Peristyle Coltnmttdt' as 
visitors mill around w she heart of the Temple. 
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Tuk A(Ai)r\tY 3S \o. 955 (AiX'i sr 2$ f l$9ik 157-5H). 

Si. Leonard's, Malvern [.ink: August IS, IS90. 

Su rriLLL-tt has-been written about llte* stale (jI the: Dayr-el-Hahari irsunirmesS ill thefil Museum, 
and of their probable decay if they remain in their prcscni resting place, that it is only fair that 
English people should be made acquainted with the report on their condition drawn up a lew 
weeks Jiao by Dr. FoLiqLiei at the request of M. Grebaui, and published in the Journal Ol'fiviel 
of (lie Egyptian Government. 

M Grebaut begged Ur, bouquet to examine the mummies and report on the following 
queries: 

{l i Whether Lhe mummy of Keti [ developed signs of decay since it was unrolled from its. 
blindages, 

t2l Whether Ihe etllurescetice observed oil oerlaiii parts id'the ski itof this mummy the result 
of damp. 

(?> i Whether this mummy in particular. more generally all the mummies in the museum were 
ihrenlened with destruction. 

Now Dr, bouquet is singularly qualified to give an opinion on these points, av he was the 
medical mar exiled in to make the anlhropomelTieal measurements of these royal persons 
when they we re first unrolled in June* 1H86. 

The following Is a resume of his answers to Mr. Grcbaut’s queries: 

f l] Already on June lek lUNO. when the mummy of Seti I was nn-bandageJ. we observed an 
efflorescence on \ arioLis parts of the body ftrtl llie chest, ribs, toes, elo r ), where it may slid 
he seen 

(2) A jiorLitm ufthis efflorescence has- been removed, and has been placed in Iwrr bottles. Qne 
was kept at the museum; the other been handed to Or. bouquet for microscopic examination. 
The result of this examination was to show dial, it was composed nf scales and prisms of 
crystallized sails, and in no way could its formation be anribuied to the effect of damp. (“Ni 
mycelium ai spores'’ are Di. bouquet*i words.) It was. in fact the result of the salts employed 
in the Otfllbfi lining of the mummy, anil of the bitumen used ul u lalcr dale to repair the damage 
done to the body when is was removed from its original resting-place to Dayr-ddMian L>r. 
R> Liquet further remarks: “Otic ittatiere ne s’est fori nee que leniemeru duos le louts dc* 
sicelesf 
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(3) Tlj satisfy those who assert lluE mummied aft; rapidly decomposing in the atmosphere al 
Ghizeh Museum. Dr, Fouqucl made several experiments to induce the growth and 
.spread of mould (taken off paste and old cheese) on fragments of mummy and mummy 
elolh exposed to damp. Such experiment* resulted uniformly in sterility. 

E have Dr. FouqueCs entire report in French before me, with its careful chemical analysis of 
lhe sails in question, 

ll will be a peal relief to all Egyplolopsls if the previous rumors circulated as to the condition 
of I lie mummies can be proved to be without ground. 

ML. Herbert McClure. Member of the Committee of the Egyptian Exploration Fund, and Hon. 
Local Secretary for S.W.; Member nfllie Society for the Preservation of Ancient Monuments 
in Egypt, 



Oeirei Bohan 93, Upper Court from the East ftoubh • tvw ofcotuirms, Portico to 
Smt man nichex southern and western walk. 
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Ttff-: Acaphw 3S \o. 956 (An.rsr 30, 7$9ik 179-7HO). 


Loudon; August 23 , 189 i), 

In reference to the very interesting cominuricsiiion from Mr. Herban McClure, respect mg 
the Dayr-el-Baluri mummies, bow in the tihi^eh Museum. I venture to make a few 

observations. 

Mr. McClure informs us thut portions of the efflorescence hail hoeci HuhmiCLcd to Or foMaucl 
at the request ofM. Orebciul for microscopic c\ami nation and analysis, the result being that the 
matter was found u> consist oi' thin scales and prisms of erv si a] lilted salts, bul die particular 
sails were noi mcnlfoned. 

Nyvv il would be inleresliog to know whelh-er the substance referred to was n nl n m-that is, 
carbonate of soda. It is well known that. previous lo the process of embalming, the body of 
Ihu deceased was steeped in riLiUttsfi fir seventy days. The cibjcct of LliiS- initnursLon scums lo 
have been to dissolve the tissues and so leave little buss skin and bone The space occupied by 
the llcsli was lillod during the process of embalming by bitumen and various spices, the body- 
having been previously washed, doubtless ip order to remove ibe organic mniter dissolved by 
the alkaline solution. I races of the salt would probably remain, and hence the appearance of 
Ltku d-.noccrcc. which, though originally locked up by Lhu bitumen, would, in the process of 
dcsiecaiion during many centuries, eventually find its way to the surface. Ii is probable that 
the mummies have gone through this process long anterior to their removal from Hie lonib, 
and the appearance of the still now does noi seem it; jusijfy any fears for she r stability under 
the present conditions. 

As regards ihe risk of exposure lo damp, ihe mummies arc safer when housed in llieGhizch 
Museum than they could have beets ai Dulaq, where they would have been exposed not only 
io the effluvia from ihe river, hut also lo the moislun? which, during high Mile, percolates 
through die banks. 

h Is satisfactory to learn thai. on the authority of so able and experienced a scientist as Dr. 
Fmiquet, the efflureHcerLLe is declared to be Entirely inorganic in :Ls nature, and nol ihe result 
of any mould or fungoid growth. 

As lo the final disposal of those wonderful and impressive relies of ihe past, I may be permitted 
to ask whether, the laudable curiosity of die learned and a large number of the cultured classes 
Inn ing been gratified. il win]hi not be more in i»ccord»TKC with, renjicel for ihe dead if they 
could be once more scaled up-ami rcvcrcnlly restored to their tomb? FRANK Dl LLON 
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Deir ?l Bahari 94. Sir, Jtitksun xfftrlts hi the Upfter Court during his espioraimns, 

m other visitors mil/ armind 
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19* Egypt Exploration Fund: “The Exploration 
Of Der El Bahari.” 


Li xor: Ja\: 18* 1895* 7wi Academy 47 No. 1188 
(Febrhry% 1895: 133). 

THE Scaring ihe Funerary Temple of Queen Hiitshepsiu which has been in process during 
two winter seasons, past, was resumed at the begin n tog of December, and has been prosecuted 
without intermission. Readers of the Academy will reioernhcf that, when heal and Ramadan 
interrupted the work Iasi March, the upper of the ihicc Terraces or Plot forms was Ml almosl 
dear, and die huge mounds upon the North Court of the Central Terrace had been cat away 

rannd tfoe ni-rh and wpsl sides, and rni,is;h diminished in all parts, but si ill a great muss yf 

earth and chips and all kinds of debris from twenty to twenty-five foot high encumbered two- 
thirds of the C tiurl, while the Si ruth Court oft ho same Terrace.. I lie TTlird of Lower Terraco, 
and some chambers on the south of the Upper retrace. had not been touched at nil. 

The chief result of the pa si weeks has been ihe complete and final clearance of ihe great 
mounds from die North Court, down to its. pavement, where it exists, ortho native rock where 
the pavement has been ripped away or was never In id. As the smallest compulation, over 42.flflfl 
cubic meters of rubbish have been removed from tins Court alone, and slioi ai ad stance of 
a quarter of a mile; atwl the rests!;: is a complete trunsformaliou oJ' llle site, and u remarkable 
change in she view obtained ofthcDcircl Baliari valley, when approached from. Sheikh Abdul 
On mull, oras seen across the Nile from distant Luxor. The brilliantly while columns of the 
Northern Colonnade aiKl Hyposlyle, anil the walls ofthe North and South Porticoes, no longer 
masked by the mounds. show boldly upon the yellow background of the Libyan dirts; and 
the Funerary Temple of the XVllIih Dynasty takes once more as conspicuous a place iri [lie 
Theban landscape as the Memnonia. oftheXIXth and XXth Dynasties. 

The furl her explosion of ihe North Court has served lo confirm » theory, suggested last 
year iliac this past of the temple was latest bu.lt and never finished. The name of Tliollimes 
III ah me iippeiLp beside ihe Queens iri the llypiislyle; and it is therefore mosl probable Lhal 
she designed this ’■wing” to serve some day as the funerary chapel of her ward, bin when 
the latter grew to mart's estate, and the striJe which is supposed to hav* ensued between 
himself and his guardian became acute (or possibly on ihe Queens desnhh the building wxis 
arrested and never taken in liand again, except for one abortive moment n Ptolemaic times. 
The court before the HyfWStyle is Uflptivcd, and the nick only roughly leveled. But half-way 
across I. as one proceeds towards the causeway, pavement begins, lobe seen at a level slightly 
Lower than the unfinished rock surface; end upon this pavement lay a great pyramid of clean 
limestone chips. which here and there an un-worked block of quarry stone, which seems to 
have been left by the masons of Hatshcpsu, when their work was stopped. Over this pyramid 
ami sloping down la the pavcincnL near the causeway is a layer of finer diHinlcgfuLLt] stuff, 
fallen from the mountain. This represents the centuries immediately following Halshcpsu. 
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when her unfinished Lenipl l; came id he used as j cemetery; and we have found in it, buried 
as deep as possible in (he light limestone deposit, and sometimes right on the pavement, some 
good Suite coffin*, intact with their mummified occupants. A group of mummies. - father, 
mother, and eh i Id-laid together in the rock, is of unusual interest, because the ornamentation 
of their wrappings is of die Gnostic type, found here last year, and the wooden name-label, 
sEill firmly attached Lo the breast of the man, plages the Coptic character of this type of burial 
beyond doubt Die writing on the label is not of nan early period, perhaps not earlier than the 
fifth century A.D. The next layer above this belongs to a much later period, when this abode 
of t he dead was once more taken possession of by the living, in the early Coptic epoch Here 
we have burnt stuff of every kind, densely packed shards, straw, and miscellaneous rubbish, 
and, with she interrupt ion now and again of another stratum of mountain debris, brought 
down by some great fall, the Coptic layers repeated themselves almost up to the summit of 
the mound, as we found it at first; but the actual crown was debris of the cliff fallen since 
ihe destitution of |he Coptic convent, The Coptic strata haw yielded us this season, ns Iasi, 
a find of Gstraka, to ihc number of several hundreds. Coptic and demotic from above, a few 
hieratic from below: and. also, infinite scraps of papyrus, beads, arid other remnants of earlier 
burials disturbed by the Copts or by diggers. 



Deir el Bahari 95, From fhe north east comer, view of visitors before the Portico 
entrancing the Sanctuary. Large anti small statues fitted into {hose {itches. 


But only between tlie pyramid of masons' chips and the Colonnade on the still unfinished rock 
floor have we found seanuhs ami other small antiques, nol proceeding from disturbed burials: 
for that side of the Court alone was open for passage, while the temple was still used for 
worship. This season we have recovered some 200 in scribed scarabs, and Lwice chat number 
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upinscribud, together with nuiny amulets and countless beads from so much of the Courl as 
was left to be dug north of the pavcmcnt-cdgc. Some ofihesc scarabs and scarabcoids present 
very unusual limns, and are of admirable color and workmanship. Fragments oJ' statuary, 
small object* in wood, and a few bits- of bronze remain io be added to the list. 

The central Causeway has been, cleared, and found to be ir very ruinous; condition. To judge 
from sculptured fragments ly mg near it, it appears to haw been decorated in part with a frieze 
iil cmwEied hawks isikl uraci, similar to, bu.1, smaller lluii), (tuisC oil llnr southern conliumi’ 
wall of die temple. No trace has bcert seen yet of she staircases with which VIaridtc breaks 
the Causeway in hbplan. 

Immediately to the north of the Causeway, where neither the fall from the mountain nor the 
masons* chips blocked the Court, the Copls scum to have shot the main part of their rubbish; 
and here we have found countless broken remains of import a m Sane burials, and some relics 
of]latshepsu’s own period more noteworthy than.onliitary-lbrexample, large fragments of a 
good stole hearing the cartouche ofThoihmos III I Land erected by a pnesi of Hwthorand Amen 
in the temple, and pieces of very tine blue ware. In the south-west angle of the Court occurs 
an unexpected architectural puzzle: a double line (if square col Utllttis.. made up of liagmunlh of 
older work, erased and resculptnrcd, trends north-eastward at an acute angle to the Causeway. 
It is out of line or symmetry with everything else in the temple, and evidently of later date, 
though run posi-Pharaonic: but why anyone should have undertaken the labor of piling these 
massy fragments one on the other, in order to creel a roof over this corner of ihc Court, is 
not readily flppu rent. It is just possible that a rude chapel was hoik here, on uccnum of some 
important grave dug hard by in late Pharaonic limes; ant! we shal l have to search carefully 
all this; corner of the Court. 
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Dctr ei Bahari 96. Fnmt the southeast in she UfrptY Court, vikut of buses of brake U 
Proto-Done columns of the Peristyle Cukmnttdc thiiarx arc admiring the Portico 
m r/rt j ikmctmry against the retaining mtfl of the mountain. 

furthermore, &onie progress has been made with the clearance of certain ^ma] I chambers on 
the south of the Upper Terrace, but this work cannot be finished until Lheir walls are shored 
tip for ihey arc in very ruinous condition, and held up in part by ihe rubbish inside and oul. 
Carefui exploration has been prosecuted also outside the southern limits of the temple, as 
indicated on all the plans, in eider to determine whether these are Lhe true limits; but except tor 
a short terrace-chamber above the Hathor Shrine, no extension southward has been found. 

I he vestibule of the Hathor Shrine (Marsel tes ''Specs du SutTl has been cleared in part and 
will be completed at once; then the South Court of the Central Terrace will be taken in hand. 
Except where Marietta has thrown the debris, which he dug oul of ibe Punt Portico, ihere is 
but tittle depth of deposit upon this part of the temple, and it will not take long to clear. The 
Lower Terrace has been disencumbered in parL already; and its further clearance will he Lhe 
last item in this years program, and, it is hoped, the last heavy piece of work to be done in 
Lhe Temple. The draughtsmen, Messrs. El. Carter and Brown, who are copying this year die 
Northern Hypostylc and Porticoes of the Central Terrace and part oft he Southern chambers of 
the Upper, will require another full season to complete tlie necessary places for publication. 
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Two theories, which have been credited with regard Llj this temple, Mill awa.iL llTHTml i<m. 
Kirsily, was anything ever b-u It on the site at a period earlier than that of Haishcpsu? lv,o or 
three hits of sculpture, apparently of the XI lb Dynasty, have been found in the mounds, bui 
ihev come ulmysi wiilv>ui doubl from the early lombs near the icmple. We have seen no irate 
whatever of I lie small shrine of Mcncnhotcp fl whose remains Maricite says that he detected; 
ami we must conclude LhaL he wan misled by LLsmb-fnigcnumH. For the rent, everything in the 

temple, whether construct on or debris is of the Queens lime or later, 

Secondly, arc the loin bs of Hatshepsu and Tholhmes an ached in any way to the Temple? The 
analogy of Seti I's shrine of Ciurnalt. of the Ramosseum, and of Medinet flabu points to a 
negative conclusion, and we cun find no trace in floors, ceilings, or walli of any entrance 10 
a tomb. Never l Itclcss. the exclusively fu ncra ry cha racier of most of Hatshepsn s' I cmplc. a ltd 
tt$ strange position ayiiiri&t abtmwl under die cliffs, which are pierced, (in the oilier side 
by the Tombs, of the Kings, make it difficult lo abandon altogether ihc idea tstrongly credited 
by the Arabs of the locality) Hum the unknown lombs of the XVltlih Dynasty will be loutid 
some day near Deir el Rtihari. Thfi chances, however, of their entrances being either in ot 
connected wilh the temple seem very small, Many people before ourselves, luive pierced the 
walk of die chambers, iind lifted paving-slabs Lei unsuccessful attempts to find tliein. nod we 
do not appear to be fated lo meet with any better fortune. D. D. Hogarth 

P.S. 1 reopen this letter to record the discovery (due 10 Mr. H. Carter) of several blocks 
belonging to the ruined south wall of the Punt scenes. We have recovered now the lost King 
of Pun l, und much of the sc entity offtis land. Thislind, in view of Lht admitted Excellence 
of these pa rt icu kr rcl ic fs and the unusual • Merest at inch i ng lo p -ciu res of nuirsh-dwel i ngs n 
tropical. Africa, may rank among the best results ofour work here. 

p, fl. II. 
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Frederick Wroutermn 



Dei? ti BtiUtiri 97. Close up of the emnutce to the Sanetticity with good retnamittg 

color (m the hard stone. 
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20. Egypt Exploration Fund. “The Excavations At 
Detr El-baharl” 


Tift: Academy 47 ;\Yjl 1196 (March 16, / 895: 242-243), Dkir el 
Bah Ant: Ferhcary 22, 1895. 

THl- dewing of Ek?*r d-Rah&ri is drawing towards its Cud. Mol only is the mil Idle plal form 
completely cleared and leveled, but also (lie retaining wall on the southern side Is showing its, 
cnurmntK hawks and (races uf l he Vultures anti asps, which have been erased by the enemies 
of I lie worship of Anion. Parallel to the retaining wall run* an enclosure wall which did not 
reach the height of die platform, but which formed w ith it a passage ending in a staircase, now 
entirely ruined. Il seems to have been the only wjy iy reach the Haiiior Shrine. 

Among ihe mcisi irleivning. discoveries made lately ary those alluded, to in Mr. Hogarth’s 
letter C f t wlemy, February of fragments of (he famous Ihint wall, found scattered here and 
there in various parts of the temple. Small as Lite fragments often are, they give us important 
information as to the nature of the land of Port. fits African diameter comes out more and more 
clearly. Although the name of Punt may have applied also to the coast of South Arabia, it is 
certain that the Egyptinn boats scnl by the Queen landed in Africa. In the newly discovered 
fragments wc find two kinds of monkeys c I imtmtg up the palm-trees: (lie dog-headed baboon, 
the sacred animal of Thulli; and the rounded-headed monkey. Then we see bulls with long 
anti twisied horns, like ihe animals., which, as I have been (old, were brought to Egypt some 
years ago from the Abyssinian coast. Two panthers arc fighting together a giraffe is showing 
iLshesub which reaches 10 the top of direct and a hippopotamus is also sculptured as one of 
the animals of the country. 

A small fragment speaks of "cutting ebony n great quantity." And on another we see the 
axes of the Egyptians felling large branches on one of the dark-stemmed irees, which had 
not hitherto been identified, hot which arc now proved (o be ebony. A small chip shown ihnl 
the people had two different kinds of houses, one of winch was made of wickerwork, it is 
tlmublful wfin-'J ht-r wc shall fiifd much more; unfortunately, wltAt wc have is quite insufficient 
for allowing us to reconstruct the invaluable J*unt sculpt tires, which have been mosl wantonly 
destroyed in ancient and modern times. 
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t'rmterkl, Wcnuterton 



Deir el Bakari 9X, Creative joining of the two fates of the Sanctuary entrance, with 
the Queen wearing the White Crown to the (eft mid the Red Crown to the right. 

On February f we at Iasi came upon an untouched mummy-pit in clearing the vestibule of 
the Hulhor shrine,. In a plate where she slabs of the pavement had been broken, we tried Lise 
ground lo sec if there was anything underneath* as wc have done many times without success. 
On tins occasion the work tram soon discovered that there was a piL roughly hew a in the rock, 
and filled with what they call fine rubbishy uturab hois, which means “umunched ” When wc 
came to a depth of about 12 tect. we found tlie bricks and the stones, which closed the entrance 
Il> lliu side chamber. I tc moved them with my own hands, got into the very narrow opening, 
and found myself in a small rock-hewn chamber. It was nearly filled with three large wooden 
colfins placed near each other, of rectangular form, with arched lids, and a post at each of the 
four corners. On the two nearest the entrance were five wooden hawks, one on each post, and 
one about the middle of die body. Every coffin had at the feet a wooden jackal, with a tong 
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fftitxhcpsuf t Temple at Deir <•! Baharj 

La.il hang ing along the lmx. Wreaths of flowers were laid on them. and at head -iraii feel sUkk.1 
a bos containing a great number of small porcelain ushabtis. 

The opening of the chamber being very small, it is evident that (hose Imge coffins were laken 
into die tomb in pieces, and put together afterwards. We undid tlie one next to the door, and 
found inside it a second coffin in the form of a mummy, with head and ornaments well painted, 
and a line of hieroglyphs well down to the Icet. We did the same with lltc two others, and 
Id u rid itui they also contained a second coffin. which we hauled up through theopening of the 
tomb, When wc had stored them in our house, we opened the second coffins, and we found in 
each case a third inside, brilliantly painled with representations of gods and scenes from the 
Rcicik of lhc L Dead, In this third box was the mummy, very well wrapped in pink cloth, with 
a net of beads all over her body, a scarab with outspread wings, also made of beads, and the 
lour funeral genii. We unrolled one of lhe mummies, and then idufid it carefully wrapped in 
good clothes, which might be used tit the present day as napkins or even handkerchiefs. Over 
the body was a very hard crust of bitumen- we had to use a chisel to break it. There were no 
amulets or ornaments of any kind except the beads. 



De'ir ei Bahari 99. A better vit' iv of the p<trtk:o to the sam tuurv and the niches, 

Notice the Ft tv Extinguisher. 


These three mummies, which required nine coffins for their burial are those of a priest of 
Menthu. Thotaufanldi, his mother atid lus aunt. They evidently belong to the SaiStc epoch, 
ami are among the good specimens of Lhat perioil. I consider that we were, very fortunate in 
finditig an unrifled tomb. It is clear that, after the XXIInd Dynasty, when llie temple was no 
lunger used as a place of worshtp, it became a vast cemetery. But, when we reflect that even 
in the middle of the last century people had begun to dig here for mummies, it is astonishing 
to find that this tomb escaped in an edifice, which has been ransacked during nearly 130 years.. 
EDOUARD NAVIE4 H, 
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21. Egypt Exploration Fund. “The Excavations At 
Detr El Baharl” 


Tift: Acmkm 47 No 1197 (April 13, 1895:321-322). 

Thu clearing of the Temple of Dear el Buhali is practically finished. This. great waft has 
extended over nearly three winters, and has occupied 20 working days. I'lie Icmplc of 
Elatshepsu. as it can be seen from the village of Luxor, now presents a striking sight to die 
•traveler coming from Cwrnah along the old avenue, or sidewise from the Ramcsscwm, The 
proto-Donc columns give otic the impression of a Greek temple: and the white limestone, 
of which they -are made, though by no means to be compared to w h ire murhle. contributes to 
that illusion. 

The very last days of the racavaiion have been produciive of intcresfng results. In the 
sanctuary a heavy lintel, thrown down l>y mummy digger*, nearly closed. the entrance from 
lhe first chamber to the second- This lintel has been raised, anil thedoyr rebuilt- I was thus 
enabled to clear the first hall of the sanctuary down to the pavement, as well as the two next 
chambers. Ill doing so E discovered art ime renting piece ol sculpture, u great pari of which lias 
u it fortunately been destroyed by the Copts. It shows the garden of the temple, the ponds of 
water in the neighborhood, and the fishes, birds, and water-plants living in them. Curiously, 
these ponds - of which there are four- are called “the ponds itf milk, which are on bolh sides 
of this god [Anionl ■ when be rests in his temple." One may wonder how it was possible to 
have ponds and. a garden it such a desolate place as Dcir $1 Italian, ill a mile distance from 
the nearest well in the cultivated lard I have not found any truces of die ponds, but 1 have 
proofs that vegetation was artificially sustained. On the lower platform there arc several pits 
sunk into the nick to a depth of about ten tael. They ate full of Nile mud, hardened by the 
watering of the palm-trees or the vines planted in them. Several of (he slumps were found fir 
xifu. The natives told me that there ate a great it umber of these pits, which they call .wgivc/w. 
along t he avenue where 1 he Sph i 11 jces stood It is not impossible that in old i i tries 1 he Sphinxcs 
couched under the shadoof palm trees-amf tamarisks, like the ram* in front of the Pylons of 
I he temple* al Karuak. 

An .merest mg work, which will have 10be dune MJtL winter, now that the clearing is finished, 
is the sorting of the inscribed and sculptured stones, and. if possible, replacing them in their 
original positions. Coptic walls will have to be taken down, as the mliabiLanlsorthe convent 
have made the muni barbarous use of interesting and fine seulpiures. In the first year of ibe 
work l discovered a block belonging to a representation, at present unique, of art obelisk being 
Lrdp$porlci! tin a. large boat. Its foreparts only could bi' seen. L n'.crni: 1 found the rudder of the 
boat, ban the middle part was still missing. 11 has now been found. I he obelisk is seen nearly, 
iii its whole Length: ;l is tied to its sledge by a long parallel nope, and at regular intervals by. 
c ross-ropcs over cue h of i he wedges, on wh ich i he heavy monuments resis. A noi her sat Ipi me, 
the blocks which have been found in the basement of the Copt ie tower, shows a suit mg colossus 
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tm a boat lowed along ihe river by uvo barges wilh many rinvers. As we know when: this 
sculpture belongs it will be easy to put n back again. 

Where was ihe tomb of Hutshcpsu? is a question lhai has often been asked, 1 am now able lo 
poiiu li.'s a plate, of which I shall not yet venture to say more than shat: It is not improbable 
lhm it whs her lomb. In she passage of I he fcttiinintg wall of the middle platform arid, the 
enclosure we came upon an inclined plane, cut 11 (lie rock and leading lo (lie entrance of a 
Liirijij tucilb. The rubbish was urilouched: the slope had evidently been nladc of illarge sloiie 
coffin. Everything most promising: but when we had passed the entrance, we got inloa long 
sloping shaft reaching nearly under the ilailtcu' Shrine. The shaft ended in a large chamber, 
in the middle of which lay el <iuiLe plain wooden lWtJUlpJar colTm,. coni a irtipg hones, and 
bearing only a few hieraiic signs. Evidently this tomb had not been made for so poor a burial; 
iiud as there* were ms signs of plundering, the natural conclusion is, thill the corpse Jin* which 
ii was destined never was pur into it If we remember ihe hatred with which Thothmes III 
pursed his an nils memory - his efforts, not only to wipe away the record of her life, but also 
even lo annihilate her k», her “double” inlhc other world - can we suppose dial he would have 
allowed her body lo be buried sumptuously in the tomb winch she had prepared? Would he 
nol rather luvc destroyed her body or deprived her of burial? It is, therefore. rw>t impossible 
thai this tomb, discovered in (lie passage close lot he Hat hor shrine, was that which Haishcpsti 
had prepared for herself. 

The day before the dale [ had fixed for closing the work - while completing (lie clearing of 
the same pftSStige - quite unexpectedly the workman etime upon a large fnunrial ion deposit in 
a small rock-cut pit, about three feet down. 1 lie pit was covered wilh mats, under which lay 
fanila few pol& of coni ntion earthenware, afterward* about lilly wooden objects, ihe models 
of an implement the use of which I do noi understand. and which we will cull for ihe present 
winnowers. Each one of them bears, the inscription: "the good god Ramnka, lhe worshipper 
of A moil el Teren (Deirel Bahari)'": then we look oul fifty wooden hoes, lour bronze slabs, a 
hatchet, a knife, eight wooden models of adzes, and eight larger adzes wilh bronze blades: al 
tile by? tom ten little pots of alabaster, and also ten little baskets, which I regard as molds lor 
bread. All ihe wooden or bronze ubjeei*. and also the iduhsisler pots, bear the same inserijuion, 
These things have no anist ic beauty: there is no precious metal or stone among them; bui they 
iire inLereHlirig us historical evidence. They art very similar toil sel of deposits of ThuthineH 
III, discovered by Marietic ai Karnak, and now- exhibited in thcGhizch Museum. 

The principal work of next winter will consist in repairing and propping up walls which would 
go to ruin, a«d also in putting in their places all the insci iptions, which we may be able 10 
reconstitute. Hi l her to I revelers have oflen lcTl Heir cl JBubri tmvisiled: it is now one of the 
most • merest ing sites on the west of Thebes. EDOUARD NAVLLLE. 
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Frederick Wroutermn 



Deir el Bahart 100. Close up of the niches with the statues holding ankfts. 
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22* “The Der El Bah art Exhibition ” 


TilK A(Ai)r\tY 48 \o. 121(1 (Jm13, 1895:37). 

Kljl only the Miner circle of" flgyprologisls hul the gertenil public will find it well worth iheif 
while to pay a visit to Burlington House during the lew remaining days thal lhe Der cl Bakin 
Exhibition is to remain open. The objects exhibited at the Society of Antiquaries coining 
from llu’ intensely hot soil of the I imir Desert, displnv in a singular degree I hat marvelous 
preservation which constitutes the main attraction oftgypran antiquities. Although dating 
back for Lhe most pari to at least 1400 R.C., many of itiuse ohjecls look as though made 
yesterday, and have all the mysterious charm of 1 lungs over which decay seems to have no 
power. 

General interest is awakened by the large ease on die Jell of the loom, in which arc set out a 
unique series of nxils, models. vases, and Lhe like which were marked with Queen Halshepno’s 
name (‘'Good god Ramaka. beloved of Amen in Semi'')-and deposited below the foundations 
ol'her temple. Tlse mats, which covered them, lie on lhe center table hard, by. The metal blades 
of 1 lie lools ;ire of bronze. the handles and wooden objects, of sycamore, the latter especially 
seeming, miraculously new, considering that they have been buried about 3500 years. This 
I urge deposit, I he curliest known, whs found la hi February 01 lhe extreme smith of the temple 
in a pit with a small recess scooped out on one side. There arc fourteen jars of uitglazcd red 
ware; ten pots ofalabaslcr, with original covers; fifty wooden models. probably oJThreHhirig- 
slcdges; fifty wooden hoes without she usual cross binding, the leathers for which were found 
in bundles close by; eight large adzes, with bronze blades and red leather binding, wonderfully 
preserved; eight small mlze-handle?: wilhoul blades; eleven Slands of basket-work lor jars; lour 
bronze blades, a saer fie in I kn fcandan axe. Five line blue scarabaci of the Queen were found 
near. This collection, singular in dale, si/e, and character, is perhaps tla- must remarkable 
thal has ever found its way to London. 

The large painted coffins, which show conspicuously al the sides of the room, are notable 
chiefly for I heir preservation arid, Hie completeness of all the accessories of burial - die bead- 

nets, with genii ip felUC head-work tin the breasts of lhe dead; the win uteri hawks urul jackals, 

symbols of Hotus and Anubis. on guard over lhe coffins; and the wooden boxes filled wilh 
blue mku'hti figurines at the ieei. The mummies in theirs are those of a priest ofKimn.su. his 
iiioiher and her sister; and all were found together in si pit excavated at a laicr period than the 
Queen's in a corner of tier temple, and preserved inviolate to this day by the collapse of the 

RKlfubuVC. 

hi the showcases are displayed a ureas variety of smaller objects, In thal in the farthest window 
on the left are scarabs, amulets, etc., of the famous Dcir cl Rahari blue glaze, The inscribed 
scarabs oft ho XVU Itli Dynasty, shown here, amount to over 400. The rarest objects in fins 
csisv ore probably an exquisite green fnjg with red eyes, and lhe complete blue vase of Princess 
Kc&ikhonsu at the back of flic ease. Jn the center of the room, beside E ] (oleitiaic “Ganopsc" 
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jars ami. remain# of broken up burials of file Suile period, are displayed mure spueimens of Lhe 
local blue ware, beads of all kinds, uti inscribed scarabs chessmen. necklaces., and fragment 
of lar^c vases showing gieat variety of geometric and llmal design. On die left side, as one 
proceeds Kiwardsibc back of ihe room, the laic Coptic breast-dolhe should be noied, one with 
name-label attached. These arc especially interesting as affording clear evidence of a survival 
of the practice of mummification. with all the uluus it implied, far into Chrihlian limes. The 
bronze objects arc not very remarkable; bill a few specimens of Coptic Ostraka. selected 
from Du!i' 1000, arc of great Interest to students of early ritual and chinch history. One, it 
may be noted, contains mailer bearing with singular appositeness on the controversy as to 
the remarriage of divorced persons. Much is expected from this enormous find, of documents 
dating from a very early ami interesting period of ihe C optic Church. A line cpflin-inusk in 
sycamore nwd and rare spec i mens of wooden dovetails for bonding blocks together on the 
left side, and an. artist’s trial piece on the right side, ought to be looked at' and on a small tabic 
Pear (he door lies a child's coffin with a pair (.if bahy shoes buried wfih it, The shoes are cut 
in two 10 render (hem useless to a spoiler, while they would remain as good as over for the 
child’s use 'in u spirit world; the parents believed that the child would carry aftd wear its shoes 
alternately on its ghostly journey, as they carried and wore theirs (and ihc felhn'tin docs still) 
on earth. Near the coll in lies another small one. containing a rudely cut witch-doll. 

The wall opposite to the door is covered with a large collection of draw ngs tor publication; 
ami it should bo observed thal these represent the main reason for the excavation of Dcr cl 
Bahan The line relicts, with which the temple walls are covered, have been revealed, many 
of them Ibr the first time now. and will be reproduced in annual installments. The sculptures, 
eon si tilting by far the largest class of the finds, can only be represented very imperfectly n 
such an exhibition, as this at Burlington House. In former days they would have been ripped 
off ruthlessly and brought away; now they arc left in poMiion, secured ami guarded; arid 
visitors to the exhibition wi I hear in mmd thal on thal account they do not see the tenth part 
of what tlie Dvr el Hulun excavation has nclually brought to light. 
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ffotxhcpsitf t Tt'mpfeot iterr <•! Bufrari 



Deir d Bohitri lt)f Close up of she engaged etthtum of the Portico enfmuring the 

Surwfisary or Ilofy of Hf tires. 
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23* Fine Art* The Egypt Exploration Fi nd* “Deir 
El Bah art*” 


ThbAf.4dhmv49 No. 1254 (May 16, IHH: 412-413). 

M i l i gl f r: Ma y 2 , 1896i 

The student of Egypt .inn art, ;md especial ly of Egypt inn architecture. haa tkiw at Hi?* disposal 
on tiler spot every facility for the study of a monument unique among all ihosc preserved to 
us iii i he Valley of the Mile, The temple of Derr el [kihari is completely cleared, arid is now 
free from the last of (he rubbish mounds which Iasi year still encumbered its enclosure wall 
on the south. 

Even the casual visitor is immediately struck by the fact that this temple is unlike any oilier* 
both in plan and in [he del nils of style udopied in- i;ts construe lion by the architect, Sen mill. 
There is no other Egyptian temple known to us. which is bmli on a rising succession of 
platforms: and we are therefore without comparison for our guidance in seeking to ascertain 
how (be nrchitcci was led to the adoption of this scheme. To some extent it may have been 
suggested to him by the nature of the site at his disposal, by the huge step m which the roek 
of the foundation descends to ihc plain. Whui was the disijftciivc nso of each of ihc three 
platforms on which the temple was built? Our excavaiions haw proved tliai the lowest 
platform was treated as the garden or rather the orchard, of the temple, nnd that the trees 
planted n it were artificially watered. But the central and most cxlcnsi ve platform, on llte one 
side abutting against the cliffs, and on the other supported by a decorated retaining wall, seems 
Id have been a dear space, and may perhaps be considered as corresponding to the spacious 
colonnaded courts preceding (lie sanctuaries in temples of both Pharaohs and the Ptolemies. 
Neither have we any certainly as Ur the proposed use of [lie lour unfinished chambers opening 
to the colonnade oti she northern side of (lie middle platform. Lite the lateral chambers at 
Denderali and Edfu, they may have been intended as storerooms for the incense and sacred 
oils, Lhc garments and numerous utensils necessary 10 performing the various riles of ihc 
complicated Egyptian ritual. Or* like the court of the altar of Harmac Ins. they may have been 
sanctuaries dedicated hi the cull of divinities illtme especially worshipped iui other purls of 
Egypt. But the more plausible supposition is that they were meant to be funerary chapels for 
nicmbers of i lie q ucen’s fani i Ly. 
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fUHxhcpsut t Temple ot iterr .•! Buftari 



Drir el !2tihciri 102. junlher lank pi the Temple fivm the mmmtuin win the 
surtwtrtdittf* terrain* iti and heymtd the amphitheater. 


f'hc above may serve as- examples of the many unsolved questions raised by the study of this 
remarkable building; and the .solution of the problems ls the more interesting, since Delr el 
Bahari. is the oldest of all ihc funerary temples in ihe so-called Mcmnonia of Thebes 

Again, the similarity of the architecture at Deir el Babur i m that of Greek temples is forced 
upon us, especially when looking on the white columns of the Ann bis Shrine after coming 
from the Rarnesseum, This impression is not only a general one, but is borne out in some 
detail by a comparison between the fluted columns of Hatshcpsui and those of the Doric 
order, by a consideration of die architectural proportions of this part of the building and the 
relations between column and architrave, At Deir cl ftahari nothing is on a gigantic settle: hul 
it seems no me that when the Egyptians turned aside from the style which was here applied 
so successfully, in favor of the more massive architecture of Karua k arid Medinei I tabu, they 
deviated from (he path which would have led them to elegance, and preferred ihe majestic 
and Lire colossal. 

At the end of last winter, it could indeed be said that the temple was practically cleared. 
Nevertheless, the excavation was at some point incomplete; and the w ork of last season, which 
has been on a much larger scale than thru of the preceding, has now completed it. Last year 
the enclosure wall on the south was still encumbered, and the retaining wall to tlie Elathor 
Sihrinc was visible lo but half its depth: now the enclosure wall is not entirely bared, but it is 
divided by a wide open space from the mounds of rubbish which cover tombs and structures 
older Lhan Lbc temple of Hulshepsu- 
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Eli the course <d tills war's work wt L have found many fragments- of the famous Punt xuulpL u res, 
at] emphasizing flic African character of the country in which, the expedition landed, hut 
testifying also the fact that the population of that country was not homogeneous. In addition 
to ihc genuine Puntites. with aquiline features, pointed beards, and long hair, there are also 
represented Negroes of two different shades of color brown and black. The native huts were 
apparently made of wickerwork, and in front of one of diem si I suing white drag with pendant 
cars. .Another dog of the same kind, and led by a string, is being brought to the Egyptians, 
Birds with long bids are seen fly ingout of the troes from which men use gathering the incense, 
while the ncsis which they have forsaken arc robbed of their eggs either for food or for some 
religious observance. Unfortunately these precious fragments do not complete the missing 
scenes, of which Lhe destruction must 110I be attributed wholly to Louris’s and antiquity dealers: 
this work of havoc was begun in ancient times, 



Di‘tr lV Unhurt 103. Close up of the Second Ramp, Middle ami Upper Ctriottnades 
and the Upper Court with it.\ Peristyle of two miiw of column* before the ffypastyte 
Had. Beyond a fatter Wi-w of Mentuhofep .s Temple. 


I he Hal her Shrine projects beyond the southern edge of the middle platform Pam Lid to the 
Shrine a wall branched off at right angles to the enclosure wall forming a small court already 
destroyed in the time of the XLX 1st Dynasty The corner of the wall alone remains, Our 
excavations in the soli of this court and along Hie outside of the shrine confirm Marietta’s, 
discovery that Lite temple was built on ihc she of a necropolis of the Xllh Dynasty. In the 
immediate vicinity of the temple I came across some dozen tombs, which I thoroughly cleared, 
finding that, as usual in most Egyptian cemeteries, they had all been anciently rifled. Some 
had been roused in the XXI si Dynasty for priests of Anion. But even in a rifled necropolis 
we may hope to discover occasionally a tomb, which was overlooked by the plunderers, and to 
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ffatshcp/wt 1 Temple ol De/rd Bahari 

litis end it is. necessary that every tomb in the place slum Id foe systematically excavated. The 
tombs at Dcir el Bnhsri arc a 11 on she same plan: they arc rectangular pits dug in the soft and 
flaky rock to a depth often or twelve fees. On one side, generally on the west, opens a small 
chamber originally dose by a brick wall, which contained one coffin only. The plundering 
of those tombs had usually taken place shortly after burial; and in such eases the rubbish 
with which they were filled consisted of the rock chips made in Lhe course of cutting out file 
pit, Several pits, which, judging from the nature of the rubbish they contained, apparently 
untouched, proved to have been completely ekajed except tor a tew woodeu %ures. m a little 
coarse pottery. But when a pa contained stones, some of which had obviously been taken 
from the walls of the temple, there could be no doubt that live tomb had been rc-uscd; and in 
One ease Lite door had heen closed with two or three slone slabs, arul lhe tomb ilsel I" contained 
a yellow mummiform coffin of XX 1st Dynasty style. 



Deir el Bahari / 04. Close up of the Second Ramp* Middle and Upper Colonnades* 
Upper Tc/ t ctcL‘ with its Os irUfv Staines c/nd Upper Court with its Peristyle 

Colonnade. 


The inlcrmenls of lhe Xllli Dynasty were apparently made with u certain uinounL of luxury, 
and the tombs originally conlaincd valuables, otherwise they would not have tempted the 
cupidity of the robbers. I would form some sdea as to the character of litis necropolis must once 
have been from a lomb which had been only partly plundered. In emptying die pii we found 
two pieces of the gilt case of the inner coffin, and the blue glazed-ware bead necklace of the 
mum my. T he chamber contained a ct ill in in [ he si v le of Lhe X1 Lh Dy misty, mark - of s yea mo re 
wood, rectangular, very thick and heavy, and in a perfect state of preservation, Outside, cm hex 
and lid, are lines of blue hieroglyphs giving Lhe names of the deceased, and also them are two 
large eyes, a decoration characteristic of the coffins of lhat period. The angles arc lined w-iih 
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gilding. The inside is entirety covered wiLti painting's amt inscriptions. Above are horizontal 
lines of large hieroglyphs mo&t exquisitely painted, as well as re presen tat ions of the objects 
supposed to be placed near the deceased: mirrors, necklaces, bracelets, etc. Below and on 
i he bottom arc funerary tests, in a script inlcrmeilinic her ween hieratic and hieroglyphic. In 
the coffin had been Left pieces of a very thick cartonnage, entirely gilt, except the necklace, 
which was painted in Colors, and the hair. The mummy must have had jewels, which had been 
stolen, but the plundering seems to have been done hastily. fhe sandals and the pillow, both 
evil, had been left, as well as many objects, which had been deposited near the coffin. These 
objects arc similar to those discovered at Mcir in tombs of the Vllh Uy-nnsiy. but they are of 
less artistic value, We got out two wooden boats with their crews, in one of which the figure 
Oflhe deceased is seen sifting under an awning; two models of houses COrtlaining numerous 
figures one of them emptying bags of corn tnlo a granary; in the other a bull is seen lying 
on the ground, with his legs tied together while a man cuts his throat with a knife. We also 
found statuettes of men and women, carrying jars, loaves, and various provisions in baskets. 
These objects recall some adjuncts of the earthly Site of the deceased, and were intended to 
answer the same purpose as the pictures on the walls of ihe tombs at Cilii/eh und Sukkara. 

I here is hardly a single tomb in which some such model figures had not been dropped In 
one they had been jumbled together Into a corner vs ith the bricks of the door, m order to make 
room for the mummy of a priest of A mom evidently of no liigh rank, sines- it was his office 
to prepare ointments tor the use of the high priest. 



Oeir til Bohan 105. The tine down the center iff (he second Ramp is i ieariy visible 
in this photo of the upper reaches of the Temple. 


U is remarkable that this beautiful coffin does not bear the same name inside and out. Inside 
the deceased is called Boon, fie was a man of high rank with numerous titles, among which 
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are those of I lead of the Treasury and Head (if die Granaries, show mg that his pi>sil tun w a h one 
of considerable power. But on llic outside lie is called simply Sientuhotep* a name probably 
assumed as being that of die king under whose reign he had spent the greater part of his life, 
or to whom ho was mosl indebted tor ihe favors which he had received I take ii that the life 
of Buun-Sientuhoiep was contemporary with the end of the XI th Dynasty and the beginning 
Of the XI ilh. Ills coffin, with alt its paraphernalia, is now at Cibi/eli. In artistic beauty and 
in preservation it is certainly one of the finest to he found in any museum 



Deir et Babaf} 1(16. Still closer view off he Upper Culonnade arid (he visitors. 


As my work was exclusively directed towanis die temple and all that concerned its structure 
and history, ] did not go nnL of mv way lo make further researches in the Xlth Dynasty 
necropolis. It is a place where interesting and probably fruitful excavations might be made; 
and I believe that a systematic exploration of die space between the temple and the clifls 
which bounds the amphitheater of Ddr el Bahari or the south would reveal not only the whole 
extent of the necropolis, of which we have investigated one ouiskirl only, but also remains of 
buildings erected by AnLelsainl Mcnluhotcps, kings whose dales and succession are now the 
object of much discussion among Egyptologists. EDOLAftD N AV ILLt, 
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24. Di ir el Bahari: A Final Reflection or 
Postscript 


j Hr Freokrh k Moxn crsox 

i latshepHul’h temple ill Deir cl Rahari is undoubtedly lJUC til [he most beautiful, if tuU the 
liiosl beaut if u] and admired of sites on ihc tourist circuit lti todays fcgypt. North Fast Africa, 
Inlereslmgly. if transported bock into ancient limes to view this slructujie in all its glory, 
one would be many limes more astonished by iisbeauly and functional Features ihsii rededs 
the mapiUccnt edifice the auilior and originators imagined when lhey planned, executed, 
constructed. completed anti pul into service this religious arid mortuary edifice to please their 
God and Queen. 

The temple in its glorious days excited and sparked, the imagination of the ancients as il 
delights the cognitive conception of moderns who incidentally have the benefit of l he history 
Of architectural age iimpl i sh men is with which to compare. Keep in mind that original 
const ructions leave modern imitations stnigglmg in (lie dust of previous creations shat have 
already c hS iibliniied yardsticks by which lu measure subsequent structures. That is. original 
bui Idi tig had no cd ifives to copy! I n a 1 wi si.. however. Hatshepsul s tem pie cop: ed Men tuhote p's 
IP Dynasty temple, with some added ioniums. We do not have any evidence, on the oilier 
hand, yiWhui influenced MenLuhoiep’s lemple, 
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Deir el Bahari 107. The Upper Terrace has l statue for each of the 22 pillars and 
four uhutlmg the entrance for a total oh 26 statues ht the glory days of the Temple. 


Even more, nevertheless* the temple of llafshepsut al Deir cl Qahari. while an imitation of 
ihe earlier li lf ‘ Dynasty temple of Mentuhotep* five hundred years in existence previously, 
still has to be considered an original imitation] its durability lias allowed it to withstand the 
ranges of time and ancient and modem mar and in its preserved state stands as a testimony 
to early African creativity along the banks of the Nile River. Interesting* when Hatshepsut’s 
temple was built, [lie temple of MenkihoLep, built live hundred years previously anil then in 
existence forced the former to occupy I tin i led space in the amphitheater that houses these 
buildings. And. now .1500 years later Hatshepsufs structure is still standing, the Step Pyramid, 
the Pyramids of Ghizeh, temples and iomb*of ihe New Kingdom and later, makes ii crystal 
clear these early African builders erected their structures Ibr eternity and accomplished the 
immortality they sul out kn achieve. Wlial other constructions tin which continent can make 
similar boasts'? At hesi ancient creations outside of Africa can on ly boast of being enshrined in 
myth or viewed as archaic ruins fueled by Ihe myths behind their creations and (lie propaganda 
that propel those myihs. 

As such, when one considers the nature, pronouncements and notions bn evidence of the 
wonders of the ancient world* and the assaults they have been exposed to and been victims 
Of compared with Hatshepsut’s lenipiu and how it has withstood those assaults, one lias hi 
echo Dr. Yosef Hen-Joch tin nan's sentiments* 'Why has the Temple of Hatshcpsut tit Deir el 
Bahai i not been considered a wonder of the ancient world?' Equally, when we consider the 
ancient Greeks designation of ihe eight wooden; of the world, only ihe pyramids of Egypi has 
withstood the ravages of time, has remained standing and is far front being a memory or myth. 
TSurec acid a half thousands years later, the Temple j[ Deir el Ilabari rivals the pyramids in 
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the number of visitors, the distance they iravel lo view hand [lie appreciation til*its aesthetic 
beauty thnl the modem conception can more greatly admire and appreciate. 


tth 



Deir el Bakun 108. Ctoxe up of (he visitors in the Upper Court and heft re the 
Portico fronting the entrance to the Halv of Hoties. 


Recently, u modern movement debated, created conventions and chose a new collection of 
marvel £ designated wonders of the world. Not discounting the beauty and wonderful nature 
of these new marvels, many natural not man made, Hatshepsui's Temple ul Deir el Behan 
was cheated a second time. Having been a marvel in ancient time:' and still retain that beauty 
and mystique over li span of several millennia of years* perhaps a new category of marvels 
needs be created with this wonderful ancient creation that still inspires the most breathtaking 
admiration for artistic beauty, architectural permanence, admirable aesthetics and prolific 
detail. 

There is no question Deirel Baliari is u remarkable structure, unusual in its plan and equally 
unusual in its details, Granted today we know the temple was patterned after Mentuhotep'i 
earlier budding, but tt is more beautiful than its prototype. The queen’s temple was called 
Znsret and the “Holy of Holies" Z.axer-Z.tisrit. Side by side with the 1 earlier structure it was 
called lowed, the ‘' Iwo Holies." Nevertheless* there were many innovative features Senmut 
added tliat not only sets his structure apart hut revolutionized and gives evidence of his 
thinking as archilcel and administrator 1 his is made more real us he utilized ihe equally 
unusual terrain opting not to use height but lines and open space filled with detail. 


162 

https ://twitter. com/per_medjat 


http://www.facebook. com/groups/per.medjat - http://www.facebook. com/per. medjat 


ffntxhcptitf t Tempfe of itetr el Buftari 



Deir ei Bohan IOi>. Tfj>: mw Ramp,* and the Colonnade,* in ifni viwfmni (he 

mountain. 


Scnmut began by using nature thcnic& as birds, water plants., garden themes, Hewers, fishes, 
and Pursea and papyrus trees. in the decoration he added a multitude of other It at u res 
including soldiers, archers, trumpeters, standards, tiers, panthers, etc. Me built his tomb 
v, ithaii die temple precinct. There was a Valley Temple and a sphinx, and tree lined causeway 
from ihe waterside to ihc Pylon entrance. He i neluded depictions of river transport of obelisks 
on barges and the most remarkable anthropological details of the Punt expedition, as well as 
the birth phenomenon of the queen. This particular theory of divine origin was original and 
really revolutionary. It was eventually copied by Amcnhotcp Li I at Luxor Temple and much 
later by Alexander the great. 

The chapels of (lie Hathoi and Anubis divinities and the location at the northern and southern 
extremities of the temples. neully Lueked away, area hallmark pE Tgypliari thinking- Columns 
and pillars decorating these shrines are worthy of note. I he creative genius Scnmut also 
lealured numerous gods enumerated in the birth phenomenon, the dedication and events of 
ihc ritual and worship, F.mptoying courts, ramps, three platforms, terraces, colonnades and 
arrangement of colonnades was significant. Lions looking out added security and divinity 
watch features. Incense trees wen; planted before the pylon and there were plants i.ri the 
gardens. He featured “milk ponds” to assuage the divinities' thirst and taste Alternating 

coin! Ill 1 1 w U;j | -'\ I XZ S ,L:- ■,■. J LIS ll>C of U l J lid LJ1 id pi 1)10- 1 >OI ic CoLllll E1S ■■'. US ,1 Is l) 1 e ’■ oil.( i i 11.1 [ '■ . 

He included many Osiridc and other statues of the queen and other gods including himself 
As architect, he constructed a tomb within the precinct lor his final repose, an unthinkable 
ulI. but with the most uihlsuhI astronomical and heavenly chans. Utilizing the mount jin as 
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.1 lMuliiiri.jp was a challenge and the color re Heeled from the mountaini was also Higjnilicanl 
as an aesthetic appct zcr. He used niches oil ihc upper platform court with Osiride slatucs of 
iliij Queen. 

These was a portico to the main sanctuary and an open air altar with stairs as well as altars 
in l he chapels. Serum in included eliatWbens anti chapels for storage of garments, utensils arid 
unguents as well as literal urc of the daily temple i dual. Several sanctuaries arc included 11 
the structure. Var iCH-Bs walls, viz., e. rctaiiliiig, building, lI-l., adds to the iCpcrUsirC 

and were teamifully decorated. The bas-iclicf has retained its decoration with fine color 
remarkably well. The architect secretly inserted an untold number of statues of himself in 
difftrtnt parti of the temple that were rust nil limml and destroyed by his .adversaries. He 
included tools and personal artifacts of the owner as part of llie foundation ritual that was 
cUsLunlary at every temple's beginnings. Tit coin a phrase, “pmrid. fur pound" this Icillplc 
is incomparable with any oilier in Egypt, Its an matches any structure dating throughout 
Egyptian history. When aCl the chips are counted, it has survived history and stands as 
majeslii: 45 when il was first constructed and put inlo service. Perhaps a ventured though! 
is that only the love of a woman could motivate a man to produce such an unsurpassed and 
fot-iititifill work with architectural, urLintic and aesthetic appeal, 

Baikie (1932: 415-L6) in commentary on the structure as die Queen’* mortuary temple, 
underscores the genius behind ihc planning of a tunnel to her tomb. He sell us, iis "original 
idea seems to have been that the sarcophagus-chamber of her tomb in (he Valley of ihc Kings 
should lie iflltnediandy beneath the great lample, whose axis Was arranged to be in line with, 
that of tlie tomb beyond the clifts at cl-L>cir el-Bahart. Unfortunatcly, however, the rock in the 
place which the Queen had chosen for her resiLn^- pi ace turned out to be bad. so dial it was not 
possible Ho carry out ihc LDiention of burrowing bc«*e<uh ihe cliffs till a posilion beneath ihc 
temple was reached, and die TOC-foot corridor oftltc tomb liad to be turned in a great curve 
away from Lis projected objective." 

Senmul also substituted majestic elegance lor ihc massive and cokiss.ii], There were later tomb 
burials and the icmplc was later re-used tor religious purposes by members of other failhs. 
Even much lalci' it became a sanatorium with healing attributes. Its amazing that the temple 
fails retained so much of its beauty into modern times being vielirnized several times over [| 
was first viciimizcd by the wrath of Thutmosc and hia adherents, the zealots of Akhnaten’s 
Airnirri.il heresy, inferior repairs were done hy Ramese* II, Coptic monks rearranged much 
of l lie art and architecture to soil their purposes, Christian zealots were never kind to it. and 
native Islamic and foreign treasure hunters, time, weather and climate have all left impressions 
on il, Nevertheless like Maya Angelou's poem, the spirits of ihc lemple may today boast, 

"bull I rise" to shew my beauty. 

Baikie offers two quotations. that not simply reflects the beauty of Dcir cl Bahari but also 
underscores some of the malicious damage dorse to litis wonderful work of art. The first 
quote refers to evidence found in ihc Chapel of Anuhis. on the northern half of Ihc Middle 
Colonnade where BalkLe mere ions erasures and two scenes. Here. Baikie 1193.2: 41) describes 
Lhe (irsl Scene tin the western wall Of the doorway into Anuhis’ Chapd. “In ihc one Id Lhc 
south (left-hand) of the door. Amcn-Rc & enthroned before an immense mass of offerings 
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which ihe queen. §§ presenting la hint. ] iaLstiepsul's figure is erased, as v.mjhI: bul AisHan bit 
in this ease escaped the fanaticis.ni of Akhenaten's ngents. The specially noteworthy detai i of 
Ltic scene, however. is the vulture oi'El-Kab which hovers above die head Lil'llte erased Ji.ii.nre 
oTHnishepsiit. ft* color is remarkably well preserved, and bath ;ls ;i design and as a piece of 
coloring die figinc is very fine. The scene So the north of the doorway represents Hatshepsul 
(again erased) alien ng a similar mass uf gifts before Anubis. Tlte hawk af Edfu, which hovers 
above hntshopsnl is another example of fine design nnd color, diough ts color scheme is lower 
than that of the vulture” 

’■The north wall has a small recess, on die right hand of which ate figures of various Jiv imties. 
Above lhe recess is a figure ofThutinose HI offering wine to Sokar, a gin,l uf ihe dead. On 
the left hand of the recess another decorative vulture hovers above anoilicr erased figure 
ihf MaLshepsul, The saistJl wall has ail erased ILgure of ElalshCpsut hclweCil llantiuchis flilci 
N'chhbet, and again a finely colored hawk, displayed, hovers above Ihc queen, The end of 
the inner clumber of the shrine lias a fine scene of I latshepsui (erased) between Anuhis and 
Hulhor, with abyve 1 he usual eouuhant jackals, mid over nil the winged sun-disk." 

The blight nferasure is even more evident on lhe Birth f oioruiaik*, even mare so, because the 
Queen's people innovated an idea then was hard to question and certainly had much favor m ils 
connection with the great New Empire god. Annin. Baikic (1932:418) discusses: “The reliefs 
on the near wall of which represent ihc slate fid ion by which Haishepsul was regarded as the 
actual child of Annul by the Queen Ahniose. the wife of Tuthinosis I.” Accordingly, wrote 
Raik ie {1912: 41H-4I9) ‘The series has suffered cansuLeruhly both from family jealousies and 
religious prejudices; and Kamcscs IE has not improved things by the crude coloring with which 
lie has bedaubed the delicate reliefs. The scenes begin at the south end of the colonnade, next 
ihc ascending ramp, with a council of the gods in the presence of Amun Then we see Tholh 
leading Amun (both entirely erased) into the chamber of Queen Ahniose. and next Atnun 
sealed face lo lace with ihe queen, and impregnating her wilh the ankh, the divine hneulh 
of life, which is held to her nose. The seals on which ihc god and ihc queen arc sealed are 
home up in the heavens, as in the parallel scene of Amenophis III at Luxor, by two goddesses 
who si I upon a lion-headed couch. Then wc sec the ram-headed creator-god Khnom. get ling 
Instructions trojii A mun, and (pa illy erased) shaping Hatshepsul and Iter Ka upon his 
patter’s wheel, while the Frog-headed goddess lluql puls ihe hrcaLh a I life into tile noslirils of 
the newly created babe. I lioili appears to Queen Ahniose, and warns her of her approaching 
accouchement: and Khnum and Eleqi lead tin? queen to die birth-chamber." 

Baikic {1932: 419) says further in an assessment but even more important he highlights the 
Sin against art and ihc icnipk*. ‘The scene of ihc birth is very remarkable, and is handled wilh 
great reticence and dclLcacy. The queen sits on a chair wall her women attending on her. 
The chair is placed an a lion-headed couch, which is upheld by various gads, arid stands in 
turn on another lion headed couch, also supported beneath by gods. Among the deities in the 
scene are Bes and Tliouei .s i TaurO, die hideous patrons of child-birth. I lalhor next presents 
Hiiishypnui to A mun. and iwvlvc goddesses suck le the twelve Kas of ihe divine child. Next 
I'hoth and A mun hold the child and her Ka (erased in both eases). Finally Halshcpsul and 
her Ka (bath erased) arc seen in ihc hand of various goddesses, and Salkhet, the recording 
.goddess, of history, writes the record of her b 1 rth. The remain: ng scenes of ihc north colonnade 
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refer It! lliL' queen's presentation to the gods of TgypL, her presentation by her earthly father, 
rhutnwsis I, lolhc magnates oflhc land, and her coronal ion." 

I lie underlying reality presented here is the replete erasures and the psychology behind the 
damages done here at the colonnade, in the chapels, in the Uppe] Court, and elsewhere. In fact 
whenever ThuimosdH people could find evidence of the queen they did their dirty works. The 
same can be said for Akhenaton's people but with a different intent. Nevertheless, and despite 
all ortho animosity expressed huretlie temple was slill able to retain its majesty, dignity and 
artistic beauty, perhaps because the architect had n premonition or foresaw the assawll on his 
work of art as lie did on his tomb. As such then, he built to withstand all torn is of calamity 
and this is shown with the passage of lime ns his work retains much of its original aura, 

These then are some (if the features that make Deir d Buhari sueli a remarkable sLrLielure 
with ils unusual details attesting to Senmut's brilliance as architect as well as administrator. 
E lenee, one can easily affirm: “Architecturally, I latastTs Temple has no parallel: in the quality 
and preservation of its painted reliefs. i| vies with any of I he best known tombs: ii is placed 
in a grander situation than any other building in Egypt." 

If the visitor can effectively savor a fraction of this list the trip is worth the journey and cost. 
Equally, as Flinders Petrie has pointed, the kaleidoscope view of the play of light on the color 
scheme of the mountain as a background as the sun sets in the late afternoon, makes this 
amazing site one that retains its timeless mystique and metaphysical and spiritual effluence. 
Ddr d Rahari is truly a godly structure with a timdessness that speaks volumes of ancient 
African mans adoration of his gods and Ills women. 



Lk'if '.■/ Buhan tit!. I much be (ley iww of Mentithotep V Tempi? fmm the mountain, 
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Deir el Bahari III. Decorations t/i the Temple. 
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25* Conclusions 


Thu Tcmplu ofDujr el fiahari constructed jin' Queen 1 latshepsul by hur ar-uhiluLl Scnmul, 
is. indeed arc enduring cons*ruction that showcased the wonderful art and archiieciural 
accomplishments of the early Eighteenth Dyiiasiy. The superabundance of detail this early in 
tvs lory sd s the work apart, lmportanily. ihe queens legacy is imer twined wiili ilic leading 
men who surrounded her and earned out her wishes, helped tier rule and maintain power in a 
male ilommaled world tilled wilts treachery. Many tsf them ml fie red for their close assoc iu.l inn 

with this woman pharaoh. Not all did fed the wrath of fuULmioside avenging associates, but 
those who did were severely punished, their names expunged and their liiiul resting places 
wrecked and desecrated. Dcspiie this form of reiribuiion their names have survived to be 
admired as men who stood by a strong, woman and a noble and principled cause and left itwir 
impressions, for all to see, on the limes, in whieh they Lived. 

E laving said |hal. the temple ilself, which also sullered at the haitds of Lite despotlers, is in Home 
ways ci biography of the Oucen. is not sis Mariner Kahn is the principal record of the re gn 
of Ramoses III, but Desire! Balnart reeounls the sign: I Lea ill epochs in die lile of Jlalshep.ml. 
i s it niemoriali/eti a daring and avant garde African Queen. It tells of her virgin binh; I wo 
obelisks she erected at Karnak and the work that weni Jito their ejection: the Punt Expedition 
is ft cmap ve anthropology providing examples iff Lhe flora and fauna a filial age, as well as I lie 
bringing of incense trees, over long distances, and replanting them in the temple is significant 
as migration of botanical species. It was smart thinking to dedicate the temple to several 
gads, Amyn-Ru, H ulhor L Anubis, Ru-Horalthly, as well as herself, and, Tulbrnose I and I SI, 

I bis may have bhml the axe of the destroyers, who none the Less gol their pound of flesh. 
The architect SeriniUl ri choice of the IsiCifimi, settling and employment of Li l ies, depth, courts,, 
colonnades, ramps and terraces w ith tbc mountain and is splendid color kaleidoscope rather 
than massiveness was brilliant, in laei genius, on tlie pari of the decision makers. 
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Deir et Bithuri 112. More decoroiktm at she Temple. 


The art is enduring, its association with the notion of Hathor coining out of the mountains, 
ihu mJu oi'Artuhk, god of the dead in illis suerud place, acid its proximity to die place where 
the dead enter the underworld, lias made Deir el Bahnri the wonder that it is. The notion of 
a tunnet from her mortuary lempic to her iamb required tunneling through the mountain and 
it* cry conception border.-; on genius. In an age when buildings were of one-story ibis ihree- 
story structure was altcad of its time. That anyone could destroy such a brilliant wortc of art 
attests to the hatred Thuicnosc Il l’s people manilested for the owner and the wort’s symbolism. 
Equally, too, despite the work of the wrecking crew, the A outrun vengeance against anything 
that w as associated with Amon-Ra, the ravages of lime and modern mail’s greed and equally 
destructive nature, all this says lots about ihc planning, construction and uxuuuiion of the 
prcjecl wc come to know as Deir el tSahari. a temple unlike any in Egypt. From, afar this 
temple stands out with its while 3 i music mu against tin; Theban hills, observed from die bini’s 
eye view of lit c mountains above it's a work to behoid, and as one enters the individual purls 
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in the ascent or descent from the mounuid, its- "hc-ituCy captivates and coveys the brilliance of 
the queen and her arch keel Lira I companions who put so much inlo this project. l>cir cl Bahari 
remains a testimony to ingenuity, tenacity and fortitude of an ancient African Queen and the 
loyal men who helped her seize and maintain power ter two decades. Clearly. Hai-shcpsut 
deserves rightly to be called "die first queen" for she sailed the Egyptian ship of state as a 
formidable captain arid left a monumental arl and architectural Contribution i it Ihe form of her 
mortuary temple. Today this structure glorifies her country, her reign and her name,, despite 
the trials and tribulations she faced. Ira Deirel Bahari die is immortalized not simply as builder 
but also as innovator, administrator and cosmological and philosophical genius. 



Deir el Bohan 113. Stiff mote decoration* at the 'temple 
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h Deir el Bahari Photograph Captions 


Dcii el Babun Cover L. Lu,rb morniue before the visim-i* arrive. the Jiral <imi second security 
gales, with the first nnd Second Ramps, Lower. Middle and Upper Colon nodes, Harbor Shrine 
l leh) jirtd Amibis Shrine (right) und the buck wall against the diffs before it begins. to change 
rts color*. 

Deir d Batumi Cover 2- ! i-.ue: the Bird'l Ey* ViijW, the Firsl Court ssslI Second Court, First 
Ramp and Second Ramp, Lower. Middle ind Upper Colonnade* and L : p|ht Court with 
the retaining wall .ip.im-t I he mountain lace, lt?ic lemple id V1enlu hulcp Jl of the l-Jeventh 
Dynasty is fmilier on, in its ruined Mace by eomparisois. 

Deir el Bahari L Heyund the In rat Security Cate, v isitors coming and filing, with the essential 
leal urns of the Temple very viable. 

Deir el Bahari 2. One of the tew imiie.es til'the Queen lo escape the defacement ot’her enemies. 
Wearing ihe White Crown, necklace and beard and kilt w ith apron and nraei, she offers, five 
object*. Above, her name has heen erased from the cartouches, 

Don el Bahari J. From ihe mountain, view- of the First and Second Court with First and 
Second If amps. Clearly, ihe Second Security (heckpomt stands before the harrier to ihe First 
Court. Column* and pilhira of the Chapel ofHatlicr ate viable below. This, shed replace* ihe 
nil's -iirucuiro there. 

Deir d Bahari 4. View from the mounluiEt. 1 father Shrine (right). C o3omia.de of the Upper 
Court, Second Ramp and Northern Colonnade, 

Deir el Bahari 5. View of Lire Amphitheater from ihe niouiitiiiii, First and Second Ftanip, 
Second Court, Middle and Upper ( (llonnad* nr Terrace., and Upper (Hurt with ihe (rilon node 
surrounding tire Sanctuary against tile mountain face. The Rump and ruins of MentuliuLep's. 
Temple is i n flic mur- Clearly, the Queen built a larger Temple than her ancestor me this may 
have contributed to slhuu of her pnuscriplions. 

I)eir d ftnhjin ft. View from the Mountain. Broken columns of ihe Colonnade of the U|tper 
Court, Second Ramp and ruins of Mrnluliotep's Temple to the right. 

Deir cl Bahari 7. Vi cw from ihe mountain. Most buses terminate further east at lhai resi house. 
The gasc* from motorized vehicle* have been dinnayine die monuments. 

Deir cl Bahari N. View fmm the mountain. This fa an older photograph with the undent rest 
house arid buses coining dangerously close to the Temple. 

1 ieir d Ha har i 9. C loser v lew of the Temple com i ng, down the mmi nls in. Roof of the :me ient 
rest housrSj, wall of [lie First Court. First and Second Ramps, Lower, Middle and Upper 
Colonnades with the statue* on Ihe L'piht Terrace more visible 
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Deir el liafoari 28. Northern halt'of (he Middle Colonnade showing the rear ie»w of pillars 
u,jj,£iinsL the back wall. 

Deir e] Babari 29. View of the heads, of two standing Osi rifle Fipres of Ihe Queen on Hie 
Upper Cotunnade or Upper Terrace. Here, pillars. front Froto-[baric columns. 

Deir cl Baton - 3b. Close op of a n end Osi i kle Figure of the Queen weari ng 1 he Wh iie Crow n, 
with heiird :ind holding whip and flail. 

Deir cl Baton ■ 31. Hal hoc Head figure wearing tcmale face, cow's ears and: with cascading 
bra ids of hair, 

Deir cl Babari 32 11 athor head col um ns in 1 lie Hatlior Shr i nc, Here iwo orac i reside i n shrine 
above the Goddess' head. 

Deircl Babari 33. Visitors admire pillar and column in the Hathor Shrine. Some columns are 
smooth though. decorated and others. are Proto-Doric with sixleen sides. 

Deir d Babur. 34, Prow-Dork and round columns in the Harbor Shrine. 

Deir el Butuiri 3S. Looking mil at the iwo kinds Of Gdlutufts and the square pillars of ihfi- 
Hathor Shrine. 

Deir el Babari 3t>. liiilluoit over the columns of lire Hathor Shrine. 

ikir el Kahili 37, l nlnmns of the Hathor Shrine .show- ng restoration, 

Deir d Bataan .lit. Defaced figures, probably Gods who could have boon defaced during 1 tie 
Amaroa heresy. 

Deir el Babari 3®. Defaced figure of the Queen found in the Upper Court. 

Deir d bSnhari 4fJ. The Queen, in Hlue or War Crown, makes ii FrosenSiiinm of contrite heart, 
probably, lo dcilics of the Temple. 

Deir d Ltatiuri 41. Another defaced figure of ihc Queen. l;vpn the M;uit K.a Ka cartouches 
have been violated. 

Deir d Unbar i 42. Still another figure of the Queen that has suffered some form of damage. 

Deir cl Bahari 4?, Beside the Haihor Shrine, boats and individuals create an airof excitement, 

Lins iety and gtiel y. 

Deir d Bahtin H Close up of one of the hoars wiih respiration visible. 

Deir el Dalian 45, Measuring ihe Gum ol Punt before being given as gifts to the Lgv plums.. 

Deir el Bataan 46, A HiLthnr Cow on tbc southern wall of IHLitiw Shrine. Great praises have 
been lumped mi these figures for their originality :uid realism. 
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Dcir il Butun 47 Anoi Ik: r “Cow of Deir c\ Unbari'’ being ted by tlie hand of u defaced 

i ncti\ idual. 

LXdi ci Biihori 4 &, Biokott Cartouche with names partly dcsl rayed. 

Des.i el Hainan 4 L ). Right half of the Lcm-crCu-JcmnuLU:. Although it's agreed libe Lo^erColonnade 
comprised square pillars on die outside and round columns on (he inside. Unt'ertuiiJilely, all 
of the rancid columns on this half of the Lower Colonnade have been broken. 

Dei i el Bithuri 5D. Visitors gather ro examine the events described at ihe Birth Colon node on 
(he Middle Colonnade. 

Deii el Bahtin 51. Shrine of Amibis. Columns with lintel or base, Praio-Doric pattern and 
without capital. 

Deir el Bahari 52 Shrine of A nobis. Raised relief figure of the God of the Dead. 

Deir el iJahari 53. Shrine of Anubis. The God of cite Dead enthroned before a sumptuous 
Table of Olfcriap. 

Deir el Eiiihari 54. Shrine id Arubis. SaiiLluar y of lhe Shrine of ihe God of the Dead, w ith 
surpr isingly good color in the rear. two figures stand before Amun 

Deir el Bahari .55. Slirint of Anuhis. Airmn enthroned, before a sumptuous Table of 
Offerings. 

Deir eJ Bahari 56. Shrine of Anubis. Another eifltt of Amins emit railed before a sumptuous 
l able of Offerings. 

Deir el ff;\::u: 57. TuLhinose III. Men Khepper Ra makes a JVeseiHaLiiMS of two jars lo Sokiir. 
a god of the dead. 

Deir el Butuiri 54s. Close up of the ilortlsern half of the Lower Colonnade with pillars to itie 
from and destroycd eniurnns in the rear, 

Deii cl Lkihiiri 59. View oftheMiddle Colonnade with Pillars in front mid Pear It’s the Lower 
Colonnade thai contains pillars to the front and L ;rnnoth columns, to the rear, ,nid lhe Upper 
Colonnade that contains pilkns in lhe front and Piuto-Doric pillars in the rear. 

Deir el Hahari fiO. I'he Shrine of Amibis with Fnmi-tknnc columns in front and rear. Off to 
die right first ouilitniis of the Non hern Colonnade. 

Deir el rtiilmr ft], A better view of the eolnmnK of the Shrine of Amibis and, snmc believe, 
die unfinished Northern Colonnade with its 15 columns. 

Deir cl Kahmi 62, t 'lose up of the Northern Colonnade. Notice the shin lintel or hasc. Pmtn- 
Doric shaft, mi suing capital, abacus, and unfinished archilruve w,l corttiue. 
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Deir cl itah&ri*3. tv-cuts,on 1 he northern Middle or Birth Colonnade. Divinity pours libation 
liver (hi: now defaced figure of I'L'itsheps.uf with luthmose III luokmg on. Ip the right frame, 
R<i llorak hi y looks. at the erased figure of the Queen. 

Deir el Bahaii 64. A better close up look at tin inity pouring. Ilbatum over the erased figure 
of the Queen while Tuthmose III, who stood behind bur looks unucal lied.. 

Deir d Bafiari 65. A more panoramic view ot the starry ceiling, uruei with disks, the [-Button 
scene in id fiend ofAimin or a column. 

Deir el Uahuri Mi. More of the- same scene in the Birth Culcxnnatk'. 

Deir cl Bahaii 67 Divinities htmding over the two Kas of the fiaby Hatsbcpsut to more 
divinities and to the right, Ihnth hands the young Queen ovlt to Amun. Much defacement 
is visible. 

Dear el Ltahan 6X. Stany ceiling, urae. with disks, disks with wings and uraci, defaced 
cartouches and lop of a Proto- Doric column 

Deir cl Bahai i figure uf llatshepsiul with face disfigured as she stands before defaced 

llathor. near her Shrine. 

Deir eS liahari If). Starry ceiling, urmei with disk*. LubJc ofOfferings, flying hawk with Salons 

grasping a l ing, all in surprisingly good color, 

Deir el Ltahuri 7J. Looking mil from the Hiithor Shrine, square pi liars und round columns. 

Deir el Be ha*! 72. The apex of Queen Hatshcpsw's standing Obelisk at Komok Temple, 

a crass the ri ver. 


Deir el Hafiari 7t r Tutlimosc HI. Mon Khcpper Ka. wearing, the Reel Crown, embraced by 

two divinities-and to the right. J latshepsut enthroned. 

Deir el Kithan 74. Higurc in White Crown, emhraccd by two djvinilics and the defaced 
cartouche indicate* iLs liatshupsut. To the right, (he enthroned and deluLed figure must he 
Harsliepsut, 

Deir el Uuhari 75. Visitors lake photographs in the Second Cuurl before the Second. Ramp 
lending lo due Upper Terrace awl its Upper Colonnade with standing colossal Us.jr.dc figures, 

T he opening lead* to the Upper Court. 

Deir el Bafiari 7<i Polish t'gyptniH Archaeological andCoiiservotkm Mission of the Deir cl 

Uabari Temple. 

Deir cl Bahai i 7?, The Author in the Second Court and some of the many visitors to the 
Temple. 

Deir el Buhur. 7g. L.owep Middle and Upper Colonnades. 
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fL LISTRA TH)\S: 

Illustration I. Qmtn HatHhepsul in male costume. 

Illustration 2. Photograph of ihc Temple's Reconstruct km. (ResUrralioti 

from a rtcwg.n by M, Hniac.) 

Illustration 3. Bus) of OuL-ect Elalsliepsul wearing headdress and beard. 

I Jlusl ration 4. Profile Portrait and Koval (huLs of Queen Hatshcrw.l. From (he pyramid ion 
after iullcri obelisk i'. Kanluk. She wears the Kepersh, or war-hd illel inril by the Pharaohs 
in bottle, with I ho golden "‘uraens,’" nr so-called 'Tiasi I on the brow 

fllusl raLibil 5. First ship uf Put siiiiLiJroil bound Ibr Puilt. (From MiiTielLf’s Dt'ir cf BuFkih. 
Plale 12.) 

niuslraLii.nl S. View of a village in Pitot. (From Marlene’s. Dvu- cf-Btilmri. plate 5.) The 
huts of the natives arc buijt on piles ami approached by ladders, and according io [>nnnchen, 
closely resemble (he TcKfttls ot" the modem Soudanese. The trees are LWti slate pal his in fruit, 
and three niyrrh-lrecs (odoriferous sycamore), the foliage of 1 lie Eatlcr being inrticatert by 4 
line hounding the lops of lire branches. The bird flying to left as idem Pied with the C'innyris 
metal lie®, a native oHhe Somali country, having iuw long tail-leathers, of which only one bus 
been given by the ancient Lgyptian artist. 

[llutsltiPion 7. The Royal Envoy, adended by his bodyguards who display the gifts sent by 
Halasu to the Prince of Punt. 

fl lustration b Process i hi of 1 lie Prince of Punt, accompanied by his wife, family, ami 
I ill lowers. (From M arid U-V Lh'ii-t’i-Biihuii, plate 5.J 

fllotf.1 ration 9. Men car ry i ng sjlji! i ngs of (he "A na-Rycjumirc'' i n baskets, from Hie shore to the 
ships. (From Mark-tie's Dcir-ci-Ruium, plale 5 l) 

niosi ration IP. t lifts-presented to the Royal Envoy by the Prince of Punt (From Muricttc's 
£Mr i'i' Bahuri, plale 5.) 

ninstratfcm 11. Ships of the Egy pliun Squadron being laden wiih the product* of Puns {From 
Lh’ir-d-Buhnn, plale b.) 

nlustriLtion 52. Tribute rr.;s of Punt walking in 1 lie Procession to Ibe Temple of AlIlCD. (From 
Marielte's Dei.r-el-Bahari.1 

Illustration 13, Procession of the Queen. Her Majestyi tan-hearers, <,]rtiver-hc:iFcni, and 
grooms with hunting leopards. ( Prom Murielle's Dcir-ef-Ukthtai.) 

Illustration 14. Her Majesty's thrnnc-chair curried hy twelve bearers. ( From M lined l l ‘s i\'iy- 
et-Bahcui.} 
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Halxhcpxi/t x Ti'mpSe at ih‘ir cS Hitbttn 

BLiusrraticirv [?, Ceremony supposed to take place in the Temple of Amen al Karnak. {From 
Maricttc^ Deir f/ pi ale I ]..i 

Illustration 16, The Queen rcceivkn.e her troops, 

Illustration. 17. Measuring the precious gum. (Prom Marietta's Deir-el-Baliari.) 
llbtration IS, Heralding (lie approach of the Queen.. 

Illustration l 4 ). Throne Chair of Queen llatasti. 

11 tustral ion 20, I -it tie Cabinet of H utasu. 



Illustration i- Queen Hatshepsut in mate costume 
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! IjtJttfaui'i /r'rjftV at Dt'.r tl Kihati i> jWlm .l wnndiifuL apeitment in ancient Fjy [Mini ,iti and 
irthiieniiK, j uniquely rrourkahk structure, hit id ate important b pmidts some tnsigtus about 
lIk- men .old j woman who wcrt avarit oitde In lluir ihiokinj: 11 a Lime whe ii femAv (Llred Dirt ride. 
I lnweser, [fkven che opportunity to di> jo, Queen i I ju-hepsui cxiloti wdl .mil invoked ill ntfriy 
building projects, chief i if which was her mi>miai> rernpk ar Dcir ft Hah.iri, on tine wi™ hank Jr Thebe*. 
I lie (OCKTit v-'irl; in suivcy of the hluo hr ■> if itur Queen, hef udiinxl Scrinlut arid then iinpjct on I hi 
bUcnrknt In n li^capx." of ancinit Eigypr, 



This Vftwls dlRiistt of two purity r>i i!*e pm! Anion li-s and :o i be Temple of IXnr d ES.-li.iri it'-elf. an 
overview, an introduction, two e^uj-mi] Hatiikcpull and Seiinliii and Conclusions by ■I'm.- J.uLfn.tr. well 
v me puliUJieil rtjunL wrirten mure dun 2 Itiuidred 1 eih ^1 tvliol the Swi*.v L.:i prolixin f:d.ou±rd 
NjviIIc ctCiiviTrtl ihc rcmj 4 c. In addition* dine arc Mme 2H illustration* and photograph* taken Itoci 
tile hlfdV. OT vk-w of tlic temple from the irounUm. doCtfidlBg die nmuritJiiil. iild tile iifieiit Into the 
lemplej uibnndfi, rjiiipv shrines* and to rhe middle and upper ttnKcii die . . . bust 1 . 


The plkmognphs art Jo^ntd 10 "let the mommimu icadT and 1* well, they Eughligh ibe art ;md 

ardiimronl wonder oFdw TL'nipde arid 1 hi* work i> i hrrrfon; a p4dn*ik for undents, ,im! 

tjynwji jisd *\ Li.riu.-ii axu-dl as for touriM*. 





















